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Headguarters
Nerth Amarican Alr Defense Commanad
Lat Aly Yorce Baase i

Colorado Spriags, Celorade

16 December 1988
SUBJECT: WS-117L lafrared Sateliite Program {8)-

TO: Jolat Chiefs of Staff
~ Washiagten 28, D. C.

1. Oa 30 April 1958, CINCNORAD wrete the Chief of Deaff UBAT,
as Ezxecutive Ageat-for NORAD, recommeading the accelorated dovelep-
meat of an altermate maans of detection for ICRBM sad suggested that
a possible solution might be available in the infrared versies of the
WS-117L Project.

3. 8inse that time we have boen bricled en this subject by the
staff of the Ballistice Missiles Divisien of the Alr Ferce and have alse
discuseed it with Mr. Roy W. Johasen and his staff {rem the Advenced
Research Preojoct Agency. As a result of these diseussions, it seems
evident that the development of the W8-117L infrared tracking system
is a feasihle and practical ponlluty .

y spp
complemontary to radar, be dcnlo’d M the infyared version of WS-11170
lives up to ite dosign specifications, it will meet our roquiremonts ia

providiag sa independent system of high accuracy, reliability and t—-dw
to known countermeasures.

4. It ie stromgly recommonded that the development of the WB-117L
infzared tracking system be treated as & matter of the highest urgensy.
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