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SUBJECT: Development of Space Systems

Having carefully reviewed the military portion of the national
- space program, tho Depuly Secretary end 1 have become convinced
that it could be much improved by botter organization and clearer
astignment of respoasibility. To this end, 1 directed the General
Counscl of the Lepartment of Defense to obtain your comments on
a nsw draft COD Directive, “Development of Space Systems. "

After caraful consideration of the comments and alternate
plans thet were submitted, the Deputy Secretary and I have dacided
to essiga spaco development prog-ams and projects to the Depart-
ment of the Air Force, except undsr unusual circurnstances.

This assignment of space development programs and projects
does not predetermine the assigrment of operational responsibilities
{or space systems wiich will be made on a project by project basis
as a particular project approaches the operational stage, and which
will taks into account the competence and experience of each of the
services and the unified and specified coomunands,

We recaognize that all the military departments, as well a3
other Defensce agencies, may have requiremaonts for the uoe of
spaco equipment. The directive expressly provides that they will
coztlinue to conduct preliminary research to develop specific otate .
mants of thesc requiremesnts, and provides a meckenism through
which these reguiremesis may be Sulfilled.
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Attachad i3 & Eicceriv, iacorparating this decisis:, i o
expect all ciements of the Depaztment of Defense to sugport it
{ully and to help éevelop the m.ilitary portion of the national §pace
Program in the most effective manner, -
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