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gl WASHINGTON mm
The Honorsble Allen W, Dulles ' 6 SEP 1961
Director of Central Intelligence
Washingtos, D. C. |

Re: Management of the Natiosal Recomssissasce Program
Dear Mr. Dulles: | '

This letter confirms our agreement with respect to the
mu»wdazmwmm:}..mm o
mmmmmammmwum
program on a covert basis.

L mmpmmummmuammm
naissance projects whether overt or covert. R will faciude all |
phatographic projects for intelligence, geodesy and mapping purposss,
and electronic signal collsction projects for electronic signal
intelligence snd communications intelligence resulting therefrom.

2. There will be established cr a covert basis a National
Reconnaissance Office to manage this program, This office will be
under the direction of the Under Secretary of the Alr Force and the
Deputy Director (Plans) of the Central Intelligence Agency acting
jointly, R will include a small special staff whose personnel will be |
drawn { rom the Department of Defense and the Central Intelligence
Agency. This office will have direct control over sll elements of the
total program.

3. Decisions of the National Reconasissance Office will be
implemented and its management of the National Reconsaissance
Program made effective: within the Department of Defense, by the
exercise of the anthority delegated to the Under Secretary of the Alr
Force; within the Central Inslligence Agency, b,mmbm
(Plans) tn the performance of his assigued duties.
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would kindly sign snd
Bignea
Roswell L. Gilpatrie
Deputy Secretary of Defouse
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