GAMBIT 1

AMERICA’S EYES IN SPACE

NRO launched
38 Gambit 1 from
July 1963 — June 1967

The U.S. Air Force
launched Gambit systems
from Vandenberg Air
Force Base. The Gambits
used the Agena D upper
stage to provide power,
aftitude control, and
orbital adjusts in space.

Operation and recovery sequence for Gambit 1

Launch of Gambit 1
Mission G13 on
10/23/1964, using an
Atlas D booster with
Agena D upper stage.




GAMBIT 1 (KH-7)

AMERICA’S EYES IN SPACE

Gambit 1 provided the U.S. with close-in surveillance
capabilities from July 1963 - June 1967.
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DIMENSIONS

Length: 15 feet
Diameter: 5 feet PAYLOAD—mirrors, camera, film supply, command & control

PROGRAM FACTS

Missions: 38 (28 successes)

Average Mission Life: 6.6-days
Imaging Days: 1-8.1 days

Altifude: 60-150 nautical miles

Roll Control: attitude control gas
Payload Weight: 1,154lbs

Image Reftrieval: Film Return Capsule

OPTICS/IMAGING

Camera Developer: Eastman Kodak
Lens: /4.0

Aperture: 19.5 inches

Focal Length: 77 inches

Image Resolution: 3-2 feet

Film Length: 3,000 ft

Film Width: .46 in
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STEREQ OPERATION SCHEMATIC.

OPERATING MODES KH-7 CAMERA SYSTEM.

ADVANCEMENTS

Thin film permitted longer missions. The roll capability and stereo cameras enabled increased target

acquisition and gave images a three-dimensional quality.




