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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE FACT SHEET

AMERICA’S EYES IN SPACE

Gambit 3, with its efficient target acquisition and high
image resolution, enhanced surveillance capabilities
from July 1966 — April 1984.

THE GAMBIT 3 SYSTEM PROGRAM FACTS
Missions: 54 (50 successes)
Average Mission Life: 31 days

, PAYLOAD—CAMERA OPTICS, Imaging Days: 5-126 days
/- FILM SUPPLY, ELECTRONICS, 1-2 RECOVERY VEHICLES Altifude: 65-90 nautical miles

Roll Conirol: mechanical roll joint

Payload Weight: 4,130 lbs
Image Retrieval: Film Return Capsule

OPTICS/IMAGING
Aperture: 43.5 inches
Focal Length: 175 inches

PHOTOGRAPHIC ™ < Camera Developer: Eastman Kodak
PAYLOAD SECTION ™~ 4 2 Lens: fj"4.09
Image Resolution: better than 2 feet
AGENA D WITH ROLL JOINT—ORBI : e F’:Im Le_ngf'h: up to 12, 241 f.T
CONTROL VEHICLE AND COMMAND SYSTEM " ° ; Film Width: 5 inches and ? inches
DIMENSIONS (WITHOUT AGENA D)
LENGTH: 28.6 FEET
DIAMETER: 5 FEET
GAMBIT OPERATIONAL MODES ADVANCEMENTS

The roll joint integrated with
the attitude control resulted in
extremely stable body rates,
zero settling times, and
improved expendables
management—significantly
increasing the number of
targets it acquired.
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