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. (Eaitor's Note: Thainfmtioninthi-twtuh«tmextrwtadinpart
- from an article by William A. Kinney published in THE AIRMAN.) = .

AGENA is one of the ten most brilliant stars in the heavens, located
in the great constellation of the Centaur. To astronomers it is mrmmly
Xnown as Beta Centauri. Distant scme 80 light years fram cur planet, AGENA
is a blua star, the hottest cele'sf:l.al cln.uiﬁcat:ldn, and bas & tempersture
in the axder of 36,000"degrees Mu. ‘It 18 229 bines as bright as |
the 8un, & mn-of-thn-nill yollow star, has s diameter thru tinu greater
than the Bun, and is four times denser in caqpon:l.t:l.on.

A Mmmmmroprhtem forapoluorbitin‘ satellite |
1' thl.t thil star is 100&1:0‘1 Just .tlt of tho Bouth.m Cross (me) which
indicates thc 1ocat:|.on of tha celestial oouth polc, the area at Hhich Alr
Force Ballistic Missile Division lsunch crews must aim to put the satellite
1nto 8 pollr orbit. .

Indeed, m.ndalllltiplo star mhovnullphc-ntmi
bave loncbeenknownuth"lmthmpoinﬁn, unllu."gm.rdiana of the
cross,”" because a line projected through tpgir positions will bisect the °
hypothetical traversing arms suggested by the four star formation of the
Southern Crou. Alphs Centauri is of acadnic :urbereat to space fans becme
oneof its calponenta, Prox:luCentauri, isthcnea.rect.tarinthe)lﬂ.ky |

: (l(ore)



' Way galaxy to the Barth, except for the Sun. Tts estimated distance is a
mere 4.16 light years or a ma.tter of enly 2k,452,480,000,000 miles.

MGEIA vas evidently named by so Mmericas, Elijsh Buritt, for that
designation of Beta Centsuri first &ppeavs in his Geography of the Beavens,
published in 1857. ' o



