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ABMA's JUPITER C Missile 29 lifting the first U, S, satellite

from the Air Force Missile Test Center,

31 January 1958,




mmaumummmm”mtw

g Narch, The first, JUPITER-C Missile 26, carrying EXPLORER II, was
‘scheduls from the Atlantic Miseile Test Range on 5 March. Immh-
.mﬂmwdmzwmmmm,mmrm
stage did not ignite. 4s a result; the sstellite did not go into orbit.

mmmmouwurm.mmmuumu
launching wehicle in support of the IGY, JUPITER-C Missile 24 wvas sucosss-
fully launched on schedule on %lhnh,phnh‘mnt,tbm
U. 8. Amy satellite, into orbit. EXPLORER III is orbiting with greater
socentricity than predicted, but its estimated life expectancy of four to
six months wili insure full acoomplisiment of its scientific missions. In
fact, the greater scosntricity of the orbit is providing vital scientific
information over a wider spectrum than would have been provided by the
predicted orbit. At present periges altitude is approximately 125 miles
and apoges altitude 1735 miles. mmotmommuusumm
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umm-ummmomt,mmmmmm
the first Phuge of its scientific satellite progrem as directed by the
Secretary of Defenge on 8 November 1957, It is significant that, with
the exoeption cf the two days delay resulting from weather in launching
the first U. 8. satellite, the thres JUPITER-C satellits lsunching wvehicles
incurred a total of only 44 minutes hold time from all causes. The first
tvo nissilss were launched 18 minutes after the pre-scheduled hour and the

third only 8 minutes after the pre-scheduied hour. .



' 1. mmmammumummum,
a directed by the Secretary of Defense on 8 November 1957, was success-

~ fully cospleted on 26 March 1958 vwith the injection into orbit of
- IXPIORER III.

II. lamchking Vehicles.

JUPITER-C Missile 26, carrying EXPLORER II, was suocessfully
hmdm rmwmumummmatmm,sm
X

mum,m,mmmmmmmm The first
stage ocutoff bty 10X depletion ococurred at X plus 149.1 seconds. ' Coast
to apex vas olose to the precaloulated trejectory, and second stage
ignition came at 390.5 seconds, Velocity and attitude conditioms at
this time were apparently satisfactory for suocessful injection into
orbit. m,mnsmnmuuumummpmu
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