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LADIES AMD GENTLEMEN, ON BEHALF OF THE CEWTRAL INTELLIGHNHCE AGENCY AND
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR MATION’S RECORNAISAWCE ACTIVITIES, I

WELCORE YOU TO THIS GATHERING. Mm A e e
ek Se Lo

TODAY MARKS THE AHNIVERSARY OF A VERY SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THt HISTORY OF
OUR NATION’S INTELLIGENCE-GATHERIHG WORK., TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGD, on 18 AUGUST
1960, THE FIRST FILM FROM AN ORBITING RECONNAISSANCE SATELLITE WAS RECOVERED
FROM SPACE. ALTHOUGH IT DID NOT APPROACH THE QUALITY OF PHOTOGRAPHY OBTAINED
BY THE U-2, THIS FIRST SATELLITE FILM PROVED THAT RECOMNAISSANCE FRUIM SPACE WAS
POSSIBLE.

[Y PREDECESSUR, ALLER DULLES, PRESIDED OVER TWU EXTRAORDINARILY IMPORTANT
RECONNAISSAICE DEVELOPMENTS -- THE HIGH-FLYING U-2 AD A-12 AIRCRAFT AL A
SATELLITE SYSTEM CALLED COROMA. ALTHOUGH WHEN HE RETIRED AS DCI In 1961, THE
BEMEFITS FROVI THE SYSTEMS THAT EVOLVED FROM CORONA SATELLITES WERE STILL ONLY
POTENTIAL, BY THE TIME 1 ASSUMED THIS OFFICE IN 1981, IFMPROVEMENTS HAD PUSHED
RECUWHAISSANCE TECHNOLOGY TO ASTONISHING NEW ACHIEVEMENTS.

THIS SCIENTIFIC AD TECHWOLOGICAL PROGRESS HAS MADE MY EFFORTS AS
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S INTELLIGEHCE ADVISOR, - IF ROT EASIER, AT LEAST SEVERAL DECREES
MORE ACCURATE AND COMSIDERABLY SWIFTER. MO LOMGER MUST WE SUFFER THE ANXIETIES
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ARD CONCERNS ABOUT LOSING A RECOHNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT OVER SOVIET TERRITORY.
TODAY'S SPACE-RECONNAISSANCE SYSTES CAN ROUTINELY SURVEY EVERY PART OF UUR
GLORE ACROSS IOST OF THE VISUAL AND RADIO SPECTRUM.

ALTHOUGH OBTAIMED FROM THE DISTANT SECURITY OF SPACE, EARLY COROMA [MAGERY
WAS SLOWER AMD LESS CURREMT THAN U-2 PHOTOGRAPHY.  AS SOOK AS A U-Z AIRCRAFT
COVPLETED A NISSION, ITS FILM COULD BE DEVELOPED. WITH THE EARLY SATELLITES,
HOWEVER, IT SOMETIMES TOOK WEEKS AFTER A PICTURE WAS EXPOSEL BEFORE ANALYSTS COULD
SEE THE RESULTS. TODAY, THE DELAY BETWEEN PICTURE-TAKING AD ANALYSIS IS A
WATTER OF HOURS AHD EVEN MINUTES IF NEED BE.

OF COURSE, NOHE OF TODAY'S ADVANCES WOULD HAVE REEM POSSIBLE HAD IT wOT
BEEN FOR THE PERSEVERANCE OF A NOBLE FEW DURING THOSE FRUSTRATIiHG MONTHS OF
SUCCESSIVE DISAPPOINTMENTS IN 1953 AND 1960. LIKE AY PATHFIRDER, THE CORONA
PROGRAF SUFFERED A NUFBER OF FAILURES BEFORE ACHIEVING A PHENOMENAL RECORD FOR
RELIABILITY AND SUCCESS.

I A% HOHORED TO WELCOME THIS GATHERING OF SO MANY W0 WERE PIONEERS IR
OUR SATELLITE RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAMS. YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE BEEN TRULY
EARTH-REVEALIG. SOME OF YOU HAVE WORKED IN THE OVERHEAD RECOWNAISSANCE FIELD
FOR MORE TiA¥ FOUR DECADES. OTHERS HAVE SERVED IN ADVISORY CAPACITIES FOR OVER
A QUARTER OF A CENTURY. [N SELECTING TODAY'S HONOREES, WE HAVE TRIED TO
RECOGNIZE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THOSE WHO PROVIDED THE BASIC THEORIES, TO THOSE
WHU PREACHED THE WEED -- THE “KEEPERS OF THE FLAVE” -- TO THOSE WHO DESIGNED
AMD BUILT THE DEVICES. YOUR NUMBER INCLUDES FMEN WHO HELPED KEEP CORONA SECRET
AD A FEW WHO WITHSTOOD INTENSE CRITICISH DURING Thi LONG FMONTHS OF FAILURES
AND YET CONTINUED TO ENCOURAGE THE PHYSICISTS AD ENGINEERS, THE MATHEMATICIANS
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AND TECHNICIANS WHO WERE DESIGNING AND BUILDING THE ROCKETS, THc SPACECRAFT,
AND THE CAVERAS THAT EVENTUALLY BROUGHT SUCCESS.

SINCE FOR REASONS OF SECURITY, WE CANMOT DRAW PUBLIC ATTENTION TO THIS
COMVEMORATION, WE DECIDED IT WOULD NOT BE PRUDENT FOR EITHER PRESIDENT REAGAN
OR VICE PRESIDENT BUSH TO JOIN US HERE TODAY IN PERSO. TO CONVEY HIS DEEP
GRATITUDE FOR ALL OF YOUR EFFORTS, HOWEVER, PRESIDENT REAGAH HAS SEMT IME A
LETTER ARD ASKED ME TO READ IT TO ALL OF YOU,

READ PRESIDENT’S LETTER

NOW, LET ME TURN THE PROGRAM BACK TO PETE ALDRIDGE. TODAY IS NOT ONLY
THE BIRTHDAY OF THE CULMINATION OF THE COROMA PROGRAM, IT IS ALSO THE BIRTHDAY
OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE NRO WHO IS TODAY CARRYING @/ YOUR PIONEERING WORK
BRILLIAKTLY INTO THE FUTURE. LET'S GIVE PETE ALDRIDGE A BIRTHDAY SALUTE.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1985

Dear Bill:

Although I cannot be with you in person today,
I did not want to miss the opportunity to join
in honoring the people who have participated
in Project CORONA for the past 25 years.

No words can adequately convey the respect and
gratitude that I feel, and I am sure that all
Americans would feel if they could know, of the
dedication and selflessness of the people who
have given so much to the security of the United
States.

Through their work, I can request photographs
of almost any area of the surface of the earth
and have them in my hands in a matter of hours.
It is a feat of which President Eisenhower and
those before him could only dream. It was he
who played the crucial role in the development
of overhead reconnaissance. It was his commit-
ment to and understanding of the vital contri-
bution that reconnaissance could make to our
nation's security that provided the impetus to
this project 25 years ago.

During the Eisenhower Administration, a new
generation of photo-reconnaissance technology
was developed that radically changed the entire
concept of intelligence gathering. Improved
collection -- from reconnaissance balloons to
satellites -- has resulted in our acquiring an
ever-increasing volume of detailed intelligence
crucial to our national security and that of our
allies. '
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President Eisenhower once said to the grand old
man of this business, General George Goddard,
that without aerial reconnaissance: "...you
would only have your fears on which to plan
your own defense arrangements and your whole
military establishment. Now, if you are going
to use nothing but fear, ...you are going to
make us an armed camp." His statement is no
less true today. The knowledge which only
overhead reconnaissance can provide is abso-
lutely vital to the security of the United
States.

I know that if President Eisenhower could
.see the fruition of his dream he would feel
the same pride and admiration that I do for
the people of Project CORONA and join me in
extending to them heartfelt thanks for their
service and dedication to our country.

Sincerely,

(2ot

The Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505
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