W LT T T

20 April 1959
MEMOPANIUM FOR : I'sputy Lirector (Plans)

SUBJECT : U, 5, Army Project APOLLC and Relatioa to CORONA

. The U.s. Army is presently engaged in seskiag L O
approval for a photo reconnaissance satellits program known as
Froject APOLLG (formerly SALAAM). The APOLLD satellite
will map the sarta’s surface while simuitanecusly photo.uyhh‘
celestial bodies abovs the satellite, thereby u’uhu-uq & celestial
{fix for each point on the grouad recorded by the urth-photognphig'
camera. The ultimate purpose is to Pinpoint accurately stratagic
targets.

Z. The Army has already appreached ARFA for & program
approval for APOLLC, ARPA Approved the Army Program in

3. After the briefing, the Army eavisioned the wse of a modi.
fied CORONAMN"NC’“.W.MM.”M : i
u».mumuxonmu.mmmwn
prime coatracters.

4. n..au.rum-ehuuummbym York ea !
20 April 1959 at 1600 hours. Semior Tepresentatives frem ARIA,
USAF, and Army will be in attendance. Both the Army and ARPA
have requested that a seaior Tepressatative of L PL be present.

5. Although ARPA regards APULLC as a separate ram,
ROt counected with COLONA, the Army indicated to ﬂn
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taat perhaps the APOLLO payload could be included in the
CORONA series. The Army is awars thal any suggested changes
in CORONA must be {ully coordinated with the Ageacy.

6. The following represeats cur cenclusions and proposed
C1A pelicy for your consideration:

a. The President has iadicated that tae overilight
photograpay involved should be accomplished by Cla,

b. Presideatial approval w gt for each shot
by {lA ia the same manner as pprovals nave been
obtained.

¢. The Army proposal could cost four plaaned CCRONA
shots. Informally ARPA bas indicated CORCNA as ths like-
liest source. The first CORDONA cperational shet is scheduled

foxr 28 May.

4. o new system sheuld be approved until the firet
camera flight is completed because a gread deal of experience
will be gained.

e. The ounly ight capadility approved by
the rresident is the rogram,. Indications are
that e will grant ap r CCRAONA flights. Thersfore

with & CORONA operational capabilily next month and with
clear appreval channels, ClA sheuld eppese diverting miselles
{rom tlis approved national program,
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