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on NOV 26 1997 6 MAY 1965

NENORANDUN FOR: Deputy Director for Science and Technology

SUBJECT ¢ Comuments on Dr. NcMillian'sg Paper
¥o NRO Activities in Gemeral Search
Satellite Field

1. On the whole, Dr. NcMillan's paper does mot
contain statemeats vhich in themselves caz be assailed;
however, many of the statemeats are omployed out of coatext,
nor are all the facts chromologically recorded. There are
considerable sins of omission, and to the casual cbserver
one would get a warm glov of confidemce in the NRO handliag
of the search requirement ag opposed to the struggle which
characteristically exists. We note the following observa-
tions:

A. In 1963 there were 2
Total target coverage mmbered y .

B. Developmeat of vas started without
CIA or USIB kmowledge. learned of by CIA,
Dr. Nclillan promised a feasibility study and
asgured the DCI that he would report before goisg
into development. VWithout further vord from
Dr. Nellillan, Gemeral Carter Que him in
Pebruary 1965 as to the status of and,
although at ¢ evasive, Dr. AR eventually
aduitted that vag under full-geale developuent.

C. DRegarding the Purceill Panel, it should be
noted that it was mot up to the Purcell Panel te
set search requirements nor would it, but rather
it assessed the capabilities of oxisting and pro-
grammed gystems to provide the coverage required.
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The Pane)l vas given & choice ot1nn‘llllllLly-tc-.
which far exceeded the state-of-the- also
required a TITAN I1IC 12 developed. The other two
systeas briefed to the Panel were M-3 and E-6,
which promised five-foot resolution at best. The
Panel was further informed that as far as photo-
graphic imterpretation was concerned, unless one
could get under five feet, then 10 feet was just

as good as five. VWith this information in hand,
the Panel could do little other thaa to coaclude
that since there were no programs ia the wind which
could promise under five-foot resolution, thea the
Government should devote its attentioa to improving
CORONA to the extent where it would work well all
the time. At that stage in time, CORONA resolu-
tion was varying between 10 and 20 feot.

D. NRegarding Page 2, Paragraph 3 -
The two competitive proposals of which
Dr. NMcMillan speaks date far beyond the Spring of
1963. MN-3, for instance, had beea proposed by the
Agency as far back as January 1962. This effort
was concluded following the Purcell Pansl's
recommsndations.

E. Page 3, Paragraph 2 -~ '
These compstitive studies of which

Dr. McMillan speaks were undertaken without Agency
knowledge and only after it was proven by the
Agency that such systeas were feasible. There
was also a contract with which, when
the Agency learmed of it, . ne complained
to Dr. McMillan and the contract was withdrawn.

¥. Page 3, Paragraph 3 -

One could conclude that Eastman and Itek
continued competitively since January 1968, and
hence the decision to do so was prior to the
Land Panel Report.

G. 1t would do well to cbserve that in

reflecting upon Dr. McMillan's letter, that in
April 1963 the NRO controlled all Agency funds.




it began with Ageaney funds

tion of the NRO.
(Signed)
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