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American Esbessy Oral Statemsnt

A space vehicle found at La Fria, nsar the Colombian border, has
been identified by U. 8. military officers as belonging to the United
States.

Two officers who flew to the area t0 suthenticate the discovery
said the three-foot space craft, weighing soms 175 pounds, was badly
damaged on impact, and had been further dameged by inquisitive campe-
sinos.

There still is no indication as to when the vehicle came dowm.

Identification was based on contract mumbers of s redio transmitter
mads for the Lockheed Afircraft Company. The radio bore a “12/11/63"
inspection date.

The space vehicle also contained two U. 8. quarters and a nickel
-~probably left inside by workers at the factory as a joka.
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PERSONMEL OF THE U, S. WILL RECOVER SPACE CAPSULE FOUED IN GUAMARTTO (TACHIRA STATE)

Sen Cristobal, mgust 5 (INNAC). Thres military attachés of the Esbassy of
the United States of North America arrived in this city yestarday in order to
recover from civil and military suthorities the parts of the spacs capsuls found
by campesginos of the Guarumito area.

The military mission is composed of the U. 8. Army Majors Sifford, Swith,
and Gilbert E. Morgenstern, Assistant Attaché of the Army, pilot, and representative
of the North Amsrican Air Force in the Esbassy in Caracas, respectively. 7The
military officials expressed to this correspondent thet they were awaiting the
respective permission of the military suthorities of the jJurisdiction in order
to transfer the part of the capsile found by the campesinos to Caracas and imme-
diately send it to the Keunedy Base where it will be studied by techuicians in
spacial affairs.

later they added that many parts of the cone found in the “Guamarito” land
parcel are missing, but they did not give any details in respect to that.



Ultimes Noticias
Carucas,
5 Mm:;‘tm el
U. 8. EMBASSY IENIES DFORTANCE T0 STRANGE OBJECT FRAID IN TACKIRA

Rission Sent To Investigate

The North Amrican Ewbessy ia Venszusla attributed no importance to the
informetion concerning the sppearance of a "strengs apparatus converted into
scrap iron which they say fell on a peassnt fara in Pichirs State”, the officials
who gave the declaration upon being consulted by reporters of Wltimes Noticias

noting that until now, "no detailed knoviedge about the affair is available”.
The officials of the Borth American Esbassy stated that the only informstion
concerning the sppearsnce of the strange object was obtained through the press
and that in order to know effectively if there was any truth to the report &
delegation of North American officials composed of Majors William Sifford, Assis-
tant Military Attaché, and R. W. Swit, mesber of the North Amsrican Military
Mission of Venszuels, travelesd yesterday to the zome indicated in the report.

“That mission”, the Embassy said, "should bring back an official report and
indicate if there really is seriocusness in the report.”

The information which arrived from San Cristobal indicates that "the sppears
ance of a strange cdbject in soms campesino farms of that Jurisdictional area
provoked a certain alara in the rural sector upon confusing it with fragments
of the Ranger rockst recently lsunched at the moon by the United States”.

According to the sams report, the strangs object bore the almost cblitersted
initials "U.8.A."

In sericus scientific circlss of this capital, it was noted while commenting
on the notice originating in San Cristodal that there is no possibility that
fragments of objects launched into spacs csa arrive back to earth as when those
(fragmsnts) on returning arrive at a certain altituds, they disintegrate.



El Necional (comtimed) S o
Photo caption ¥o. 13

A round object of golden color which the peasants believed was gold, the
reason for vhich they destroyed the upper part of the space capsule.

Photo caption No. 2:
Captain Celestino Gasbos makes a statemsnt to Heyes Maita in the presence of
Flight Engineer and Fhotographer Freddy Blarrieta.
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SPACE CAPSUIE'S RECOVERY-—8Several peasants living in Guarapito, located near
Colon on the Colombo-Venezuelan border, found a space eapsule belonging to the

U. 8. Alr Forcs. The report ms given 3 August by Capt. Celestino Gambos, &
commercial airline pilot. Several military have been sent to the ares to investi-

gate.
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U. 8. EXDASSY SENDS MILITARY OFFICIALS IO TACHIRA

Tw officials of the North Amsrican Military Mission left yesterday in the
early morning hours for the Colosbian-Venesuelsa frontier region in order to
obtain a report on the space capsule which fell on the property "Guaramito” snd
vhich was launched last November from the now-named Cspe Esnnedy.

The two officials are Major William Philbrod, Assistant Military Attaché
of the U. 8. Enbassy, and Major A. W. Smith, Alr Attaché. With them traveled
various officials of the Directorate General of Palice as a guard forcs.

Sources connected with the North American Exbassy revealed that a tecimician
from the National Aeronsutics and Space Administration (NASA) has been urgently
requested who will possibly be sent tosorrow and who will be chosen from those
officials who pmxrticipated in the lsunching of the atomic rocket in Noveaber of
last year.



El NBecional
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SATELLITE SPACE CAPSUIE FELL IN TACHIRA
The Venezuelan Flyer Celestino Gamboa Went to the 8ite of the Discovery
A Paracimte Distinet From Those of Normal Use ¥as Found
Peasants of Dichire Broke It Up With Emmmer Blows
The National Government And The U. 8. Esbessy Notified

Maiquetia, 3 (Special). 1In s region of Tichira State was found s space
capsule which technicians have identifisd as the principal part of a satellite,
according to declarstions formulated in this airport by the pilot, Celestino
Gazboa, who carries out aerophotography in that zone.

The satellite capsule was found by pessants in the Guaraxito zone in the border
area of Tichira and Zulia. Captain Celestino Gambos explained to reporters that the
capsule measures one meter in height and one in width.

Inside were found two rolls of taped photographs for re-transmdtting informa-
tion from space. They also found two tranzistors. 7The bese of the film is a soft
red.

In the upper pert sppeared a parachute with nylon belts different from those
vhich aviators and perachutists use. Attached to a panel were found three U. 8.
coins: two twenty-five cent pieces and one five-cent pleca. The cspsule fell oan
land owned by & man identified by the neme Facundo, which is situated two kilomsters
from the Colosbian border.

T™he word "secret” sppears written in red on the instruments on board.
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wers found, appeared written the words, "0k, To tested”, which mesans: “"resdy for
the test”.

A DIGEPOL commission billeted in La Fria was sent to the ares. It was precisel
from that alrport that Captain Celestino Gesboa, accompanied by Flight Engineer and
photographer Freddy Biarrieta, and Bavigator Eusberto Fuchs, left for the Guarsaito
site.



The Governor of Tichirs State was notified of the fall of the satellite, as
well as the North Americsn Esbassy in Caracas. Captzin Gasbos explained that until
nov no publicity bad been given to this case as the Venezuelan authoritiss were
carrying out sn investigation.

The peasants who found the satellite capsule subjected it to hammer and
machete blows believing that the golden instruments of a round shape, the size of
a five-Dolivar coin, were gold.

In one round part the following date is read: 24-11-63.

It has not been established whether that pertains to the date on wvhich the

satellite was launched into space or uhether, on the contrary, it identifies the
launching project.
The coins, it is understood, are "mascot" insignias of the technicians who

worked in the launching of the satellite.

The upper part of the capsule appeared slightly burned. The pessants dis-
mantled the parachute in order to use it in the fabrication of clothes.

The man identified as Facundo took possession of the nylon belts in order to
make reins for a horse. All of these items were passed to the DIGEPOL which has
placed them at the disposition of the Governor of Téchirs State.

Captain Celestino Gambos declared that the satellite is ons of those which
the United States of North Amsrica uses to carry out special investigations.

The place where the capsule fell is in a mountsinous sane which only can
be entered on foot. The msubers of the mission who traveled there had to walk two
hours after leaving the plane which transported them to a ranch in the area.



