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" FY 1970 FINANCIAL PROGRAM/FY 1971 BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS

CORONA

CORONA is a satellite photographic search and surveillance
system. The space vehicle, which includes the payload and the
AGENA control vehicle, is launched from Vandenberg Air Force
Base by a thrust-augmented THORAD booster. The payload consists
of two 24-inch focal length stereo panoramic cameras, two re-
entry vehicles, and the structure housing these vehicles and
mating with the AGENA. The system contains 160 1lbs. of film
and achieves approximately 10 million square miles of coverage
per mission. It is commanded and controlled through the '
worldwide space tracking network. Recovery of the re-entry
vehicles carrying exposed film is generally by air snatch north
of Hawaii.

The FY 70/71 Recommendations presented herewith are based
upon the following launch schedule:

FY 69 FY 70 FY 71 FY 72

Launch 7 6 6 0
This schedule reflects launch of the two reserve systems.

We see the need, taking into consideration the current
schedule and possibility of CORONA'failures, of both
reserve systems being launched. However, if it is elected
not to fly the last two systems in the fourth Quarter, support
costs could be reduced as follows:

ITEK -
G.E. -
LMSC -

. The FY 1970 ecstimates do not take into consideration a
substantial carryover presently forecasted for FY 1969 funds.
FY 1970 approvals can be adjusted -to reflect the 30 June
obligations as in prior years.
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Your attention is invited to the LMSC estimates for
FY 70/71 which reflect a new breakdown by .category of
effort as contrasted to individual contracts as shown in
past yeard. It is our plan to maintain the LMSC A/P facility
on a level of effort basis as opposed to individual incentive
contracts. This conversion is necessitated by the need to
maintain a fixed facility, appropriate personnel to operate it,
and to ‘assure system reliability over a lengihy period. Because
of sccurity problems, it is not practical to release personnel
or reduce facilities neceded to maintain this capability, which
is contrary to practices normally employed under a cost-incentive
contract.  Our FY 1970 Status of Funds Report will reflect these
stub breakdowns under a single contract.
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