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DRAFT 8 Beytember 1959
MDOBARXM FOR: MNr. Bissell
SURJECT: Axnposes of AROCOE

The other day you ssked certain besic questions regarding ARGON.
Bat forth belov are the questions snd the mswers as I understand them,
e cmttanicn vioo - '

1. Questicn: Whst is the popose of AXGON? Is its purposs
limited to the attalmment of & nev comprehensive worldwide grid and
nev geald? Does it have as a dnal purpose the identification of speci-
fic targets vithin the USER?

Ansver: The justification of ANGON is besed emtirely on the cbject
of cbtaining photographs of the swrth which can be reduced to a worldvide
survey. establishing a worldvide msthematical reference &atum. This datum
and pictorial reference file will be used for dstarmining the location of
targets. Although target identificstion informstion might be obtained
from the ARGON photography. we believe that this is unlikely im view of
the small scale and pocr resalution of the photography. Buch target
1dentification informstion vill prcbebly be secured almost entirely
from other sources. Therefore target ldentification as wall as other
intelligence data e not cbhjectives of this jrogram, but xight be
obtained as by-products.

2. Question: Is the main militery purpose to be fulfilled thweugh
the varlid grid, the attaimmnt of closer gecdetic ties between our missile
leunch sites and priority targets?
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3. Question: Wy is it essential to dave the worldwide grid des-
eribed asbovel

Josver: The purposs of the grid is to cbtain accurxtely located
reference points throughout the Buresten land mess in its entirety to
vhich targets csm be referenced to within 750 fest, this t0 be achieved
through the correlstion of target photogrsply primsrily from other
soaxrces with ARGCE rbotographs. Although targets may be locsted neer
the borders of the UBER within 750' by ecmventicnal extensions from
xnown points, this is not possidble to amything spprosching the seme
accuracy for targets within the interior.

b. Question: Why is {t essential to eonduct the ANGON flights
Auring the summer of 1960 insteed of st a later time?

Ansver: 7The lead times are such that the world grid and corrected
niseile target sheets will not be cbiained for sbout 12 mouths after
successful photogreply is attalned. Our ICHN's are prograamed to have
a CPE in which the 750' or less twrget location errors become signifi-
cant by 1961-2. Thus target locstion info from OORONA, SENTRY sad
other scurces should have avallable the known referencs points tixough-
cut the USSR by 1961 in order to provide the ties within 750 by 1961-2.

5. Question: Does the ARION progrsa includs the correlstiom of
existing photography of known targets so that these will bs gecdetically
located under the program?

Answer: Yes. The purpose of ARGON includes, when the world grid is
made availadle, the fmmediate location of identified targsts on this
single wrld dastum. The initial locatioming of targets will de accom-
plished under the yresently fundsd mogrsm by AS in conjunction with
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