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12 APR 1955

NENORANDUN FOR THEE RECCRD

SOBRJECT: h Nessrs. Zugene Root and
mof the lockhesd Missile
ce pany, Sunmyvsle, California

1. HNessrs. Root and made an appointment
and called at my office on b 1968 at 16:15 a.m.
for mpproximately two hours. This was the second such
vigit tn the span of ene month and vas significant
only in that we had seen very little of them for the
pzat yezr. The cotversation opened with the ususl
lockheed pleassntries and discwesiaons of the “eween-

tive vindow.”

LS

Declassified and Released by theNRO
In Acoordance with E. O. 12058 Tt

on____wov 261991




SUBRJECT: i Hesars. Eugens Boet and
of the lLockheed Rissile
Yy, 3umayvale, Califoraia

3. I was able to turn the conversation to the
problen of the systems integration socatract under which
Lockbeed is providing technical services to the CIA
payload activities st the AP facility. I tsld them
that I knev they had carried this effort on At companry

expense since last susmer, t they
had novy committed more tha te
supporting this effort for o tated

that in the beginning ve had zllowed this coatraet to
go abead without funding or definition decause it

seemsed that its placemeat would be 3 astural comsequence
of s rescliution of many issues affecting the CORONA
program. 1 pointed out that this resolutios had beea
extrzordinerily slov in coming and that there may even
be basis for believing that soac of those iavolved vere
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SUBJICT: Dagene Root and
w lockheed Mimaile
s Sunayvale, Califoraia

not asxious to have such a clarification. ] stated
quite fraakly that the CIA propesal for reselutien of
the CORCNA payload problem imagimed a2 continmuing of
vital services provided to CIA by Lockheed and that
their coatract would be adeinigtered and managed by
the Central Intelligence Agency. I made it plain that
this solution had not been accepted dy the Air Force
anéd I wvas not sure whether it ever would bhe.

4. I made clear that we were svare of their

dilesma of haviag no ceatract Dg
pressured to sign a contract wi fox
the seme service. I stated that aer sriter and

I had agrecd that we would preesat Lockheed with a CIA
contract which would be retroactive and would cover the
services now being provided. I ssid that tdey might

o0l eom luctanse 4o cheses Yotweoen & ssutrast
of texed our own, bt at least vanted to
provide them the samurases sf our geed will to
eomthbmnttm“tm uunthu
services oa our bekalf. Ve then made g call to

John NcMahon to see wvhat the status ¢of this coutract
wag and ascertained that lockbeed contract people
vere thens coming in contact with our own on this issune.

The Lockheed peeple inquired what rols
would play in their atiairs if the Cli
vers asccepitad. I offered wy spinion that
is sn element of support primarily to the
» that 1f the Aixr Force were to manage
CORONA, they sbould make full use of such help, I
said thet 1f wve vere to continue our respoasibilities
that we would be inclined to contimue to rely on the
techaical support provided by lLockheed and sav very
1ittle use ia duplicating this. I soted that there
would undoubtedly be interfaces betwxeese Lockheed and
2s the latter discharged its respepnsibility
or systems engineering oo the THBOR and AGENA for the
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SUBJECT: Cony th Nesurs. Nagewe Reot sad
of the Leckheed Missgile
y, Suanyvale, California

Ay Lockheed peaple corrected me, stating
that carried no such respoasibility on the
THOR » and that they reslly seemed to be

entering itato CORONA only via the psyload ares under
Alr Force sagis. I expressed surprise at this.

8. ?coulum the conversatioz hy stating
that he wou chock with Brock to see vhat Brock
wanted to do.” He clearly favored the continuxtion of
the CIA relatio e tally if it did not involve
duplication bm: ves quite nsturally
reluctant to with NMcMillan, I had the
feeling that lockbeed would continue to walk the fence,
and subseguent comsunications have coanfirsed this. Tiw
ball is nov in lockheed's court, but it was useful to
kave such a meeting at the time.
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