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SUBJECT': Maximm Altitude Perxissible for Tergst Becognition

1. 7o stuly the effect of altitude on target recognition and the maxi-
mm parmissible altitude beyond which it is likely that targets cammot de
spotted and recognized, BAM sites were used as a sample. ¥ilm pogitives,
made froa the original nagative, were prepared at a reduced scale commengu-
rate to vhat would be cbtained at various altitules up to 325 aguare miles.

2. On the same frame, one SAM site could still be recognixed st a
mqnmmumuutmuaasmaMumwnum
barely recognizable at an altitude of 250 milss.

3. The axparimmt clearly demcustratad the affect of object ectrast,
sun angle, clouds, ete., on target spotting avd recognitian irrespective of
altituls. These other fuctors are far more significant in limiting target
recognition than scale determined by altitude.

L. Ssalizing that SAM sites are only one of meny types of targets
vhiich vary widsly in size and jdantifiadle characteristics, as well as
conditions wnder vhich they most readily show up in photography, it is most
difficult to dstermine & maximm altituds permisaibla Tor target recognition.

5. ¥With the current camsra systea, mmaumw
to dats approach the limit for target recogr -
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