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ARGON CORONA-LANYARD

FOREWORD

The information contained in this history was gathered from many different sources, the reliability of which has not been

definitely established. It is believed, however, that if any inaccuracles do exist, they are of a minor nature and that the figures

-

shown represent & true picture of the effort to obtain terrestrial photography through the use of orbiting satellites.

The reader will undoubtedly note meny blanks in this compilation of facts and figures., These spaces indlcate that the information

specified does not apply to the case in question or it was not available to the writers before publication.
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APPENDIX

Explanation of Columns:

A. Remarks - If the capsule was recovered, the first entry is the orbit number on which re-entry occurred. Other remarks explain
failures and degradeations » and, where the information is avellable, they also point out some major changes in design and important firsts,
B. Mission Data - The dates and times are universal time., The column titles are self explanatory.

C. Orbital Characteristics - The progremmed orbital parameters are entered in the top half of the boxes., The actusal average parameters

are listed in the bottom half of the space If the vehicle achieved orbit, The vehicle sttitude is considered to be within normal
tolerances unless specified otherwige under the appropriate heading. | l
D. Camera Data - The camera and syetem designations are self explanatory. Camers numbers are listed for applicable cameras, Uﬁder the
general subheading of camera operation, the descriptions are divided into two parts. The first rart at the top of each block describes
the mechanical operation of the csmera by the following abbreviations:
OF - Operable. The camera functioned as it was designed to function, This information is gained from the film eveluation or
from data telemetered back to earth.
IMF - Intermittent malfunction, The camera Functioned as designed during portions of the nission and did not funetion or
functioned unsatisfactorily at other times.
CMF - Complete malfunction, The camera did not function vhen progremmed for operation, or its operation was totally

unsatisfactory.
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. The second part of the camera operation deseription, found in the bottom helf of the bloek, is an evaluation of the film prpdtiét'
of the camers. This description reflects the mechanical operation of the camera; the design of the camers and system; the progx"am:lng
of the launch,.orbit, and cemera operations; the design of the filmj the processing .of the film; and almost 'any malfunction of any
system. Only a rough generalization of the quality is given here, although some specifics are indicated by other columns. The common
subjective comparisons of E.excellent s G=good, F-fair, P-poor, and U-unusable are used,

E. Film Data - Under the general heading of fiim date, the subtitle "Number of Photo Passes" indicates the total number of passes on

which photography was taken whether it be operatlonal, domestic, or engineering, "Minimum Sun Angle” refera to the same on passes

which have imagery recorded on the photography, The passes as well as the sun angles are noted in the blocks. The operation of the

binary recording uﬁit is described in the column titled "Deta Rlock”. The notations listed under this heading a.re elmilar in form to

those under "Camera Operations” with the exception that no quality ratings are given, only the note "ER" is used when appropriate,

"ER" - erratic - means the digitate did not keep proper time. The "Total Number of Frames" blocks are alsc divided in two, the upper

portion denotes the film type, the lower indicates the mmber of frames, "MIF" or Mission Information Potential 1s another subjective o
quality comparison used by the NPIC evaluation team. This mumerical rating shows the relationship between each of the missions' best
photography.

F. Mission Coverage Statistlics - The information tabulated here originates from the plotting section of HNPIC. ™"Linear Ground

Coverage" is the number of nautical miles along the flight line the Master camera scanned, Photography on which identifiable features
are imaged is described as plottable, and the area of terrain over which the photography was taken is noted as "Plottable Coverage".
The total coverage for each main camera is listed first, followed by a breakdown giving the additive coverage of the main camera in

the primary regions of concern. It must be remembered, however, that much of the coverage of one camera is duplicated by the other.
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G. Miscellaneous - In the column labled "

in the air, or wet recovery,

e SLGRET RO
ARGON CORONA LANYARD

Type of Recovery” 1s noted a "D" or "W"

the capsule landed in the sea and was recovered from there.

than the main cameras which hawve independent missions to perform.
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