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CORONA SYSTEM

This photographic search and surveillance program is an outgrowth of the original Discoverer

Program. which first flew successfully in 1959 with 63 recoveries to date.

Lockheed furnishes the Agena vehicle and photographic payload section, and performs the launch

and payload recovery integration.

Associate Contractors: McDonnell Douglas 	 -	 Thor Booster

ITEK	 -	 Primary Camera

Fairchild	 -	 Dual Improved Stellar Index Camera

General Electric	 -	 Recovery Vehicles (2)

Testing of the Agena and Forward Section is accomplished independently in Sunnyvale and a

. modified final systems test is conducted at Vandenberg AFB before launch. Upon mission-

completion, recovery vehicles are returned to Sunnyvale for equipment removal and refurbishment.

The film supply is forwarded to Eastman Kodak for processing.

The following photographs reflect the flight sequence of events, the Agena vehicle. and the

forward section hardware.
•

D,411111
activism. sr.

.	 • TOP SECRET
•

'	
'	 .	 .•	 '	 . . •



•

i.111. 1, 44" • v... .. IN,. • •••	 • ••••• • NC •11•01/1/MIMANINII*0.1•WINIMNO

SEPARATION WECO

VECO
MECO •

STOP WECQSEG
EMILE I

SWAT WECQ
STEM()

SOLO IACROR
EJECTION

SOUD MOTOR
BURN OUT

SNP V/ECO STEERING
. AGM $ ENABLE vim

S TARE TE a 0

AGDIA
SHUTDOWN

(BY *M

MEM
IGNITION

ORBITAL PITCH
ROE START

C. 4'/MIN)

• ; • 'WIN:
.i.*•••• •

LIFT
OFF

ImoNANDIJIE . _

CONTROL It
TOP SECRET 

-'p6': -?.

ASCENT SEQUENCE OF EVENTS (U)



CHUTE COVER OFF
DECELERATION CHUTE

DEPLOYED f HEAT SHIELD
SEPARATION

MAIN CHUTE

MA/N CHUTE FULL

E Sorwoo FTItOPN

111De	 :1 :657_71
... ..

,r1 
S[C ET3L I

RECOVERY SEQUENCE OF EVENTS (U)
ORBIT -

REEFED DEPLOYED

ORBITAL TRACK

T/C •
SEPARATION

4

REENTRY

"••••nn....

.11	 -
ft.42# 	•

/
AIR RECOVERY '!4

a000 FT

ONTOL11111111 i7 TOP SECRET





Page 5

is

Denied in full



11

::0110IIA VORMARD RACK
	 I vi





De
I •

TOP SECRET
::•

•

CORONA SYS rf:m IN s ysTENI rEs: cox' !:;t : Icx :



HANDLE	 .00*
covancm. s	 r	 EXPLODED CORONA SYSTEM LESS SUPPLY CA.S.SETTE Tr 7:3



11....Nr•••"""

••1,4.- •

CONSTANT ROTA TOR CAMERA ASSEM BLY IN TEST FRAME

► ANDLE vi

CONTROL S"
A	 7:7 
i	 01-%-;"--*



—7 •

:.1

TOP SECR7-1

essrees„,,,,,rfir,...rffigrer••==='°"-'

L. • .

•

_Or

.7

.--* •
),••• 1—

4 4 rt ,y....A.
, -	 --- '
\	 .:

S.

•••

at

MA:: CAMERA FI	 SI' PPLY ASSEMII LY LOOKING FOR WARD'

I vi

S ySTEm ONLN %.1 am I.. •	 .



LUi

1 •
•

• •
•

I

4

:MPROVED STI'LLAR INDEX I DLSICI CAMERA iN -TEST
FRA" I' FILM SUPPLY AT LEFT. CAMERA AT BoTTox:
CENTER. CI'T AND SPLICE DEVICE ON RIGHT. 41.

-• ANDLE V

.7.LINTRO:



RECOVERY VEHICLE COMPLETE. RETRO ROCKET MOTOR AT TOP
•

HANDLE V
CONTROL S	 ONLY

•

••••n••••n•••...11•nnn••••••••n.0.1.11../..wm.s.

;NO 4E10 • 

wry, WO wit ...VI*.        



TOP S.v.tc.i

I.•

-	 •	 . z.v .t? L:

•

1.wf,

en%	 t,"."
'F•7f.%4 

titEC:OVERY CAPSULE iDISIC 
%V ATEli SEAL AT T.OPi

•



• i U; •

.77?—r.•

I	 :V F: FORE:BODY • :IF EV:	 7: Ef." Rh: I.

••e• ••:;: L

. T	 L.

•



•	 rt .." ••••r•

IIIINHANDLE
CONTROL

PARACHUTE COVER WITH SF:CTION OF DISIC CHUTE ATTACHED. RF:COVERY PARACHUTE ON RIGHT.

TOP SF.CRET


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

