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THE NRO STAFF

'MEMORANDUM FOR MR. SONNENFELDT, NSC
SUBJECT: Paper by Amrom Katz
Mr. Amrom Katz asked me to forward a copy of his

letter to Ray Cline with attachment to you. If this office
can be of further assistance please contact me.
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Major, USAF '
Assistant Deputy Director
for Plans and Policy
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)ﬁ'l/NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

THE NRO STAFF

October 27, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. MARTIN, OST
SUBJECT: Paper by Amrom Katz

Mr. Amrom Katz asked me to forward a copy of his
letter to Ray Cline, with attachment, to you. Mr. Katz
said that George Smith also suggested that you might
be interested in this paper. If we can be of any further
assistance please contact us. .

. C , JR.
Major, USAF
Assistant Deputy Director
. for Plans and Policy
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Honorable Ray Cline
Department of State (INR) 2 0CT 172
Washingten D.C.

Dear Ray:

B“cmdmtl'lm;hthwahutu\o
U. S.=S. U. wbeat deal is correct, another (not altogethsr bum) rap
is due the intelligence commmity. I refer here to
(the allegation re) cur not imowing esrly emcugh that the Sovist
wheat crop vas going to come up short.

You will remember, I'a sure, that I talled to you about
solutions to this type of problem ten years ago (wbhen you were
at the agmncy and I wvas at RAMD). I proposed "that we begin at
once to study the utilisation of photographic satellites of varied
t7pe, in conjumotion with metecrological satellites, to male
estimates of food production in countriss whose ares and whose
data are by and large inaccessibls to us."

3y now we are well into the second decade of sucoessful asnd
ymdue.ru pbotographic satellits operations. Our interests are
broad. The applications of these tools are not as limited as our
Dressnt uses. Aill that is needed is for the comunity, and its
aasters outside the commnity, to get on the ball.

As you probably know, aftar I made the suggestion the agency
started an activity with a littls company in Cali?, directed
tovard estimating wheat production in the Dakotas from asrial
- photography. My wnderstanding is that the project was succesaful.
But its extension to foreign aress, using satellite derived data,
i3 stil) missing.

Clsarly forecasting food production in arsas such as the
S. U. and the P. R. C. can furnish us a political lever, or a
handls to ane. Unless everyons else feels that we don't used
aay aocre lesvers, we'd better get about fixing this. You cer-
tainly don't want a copy of this lestter in another few yearsi

Q.-‘ ;h‘!p—
N

W™ .'-3.-1 2dm
EXTLODED FRCM AUTIMATIC
REGRADING. DOD DIR 5200.10
QOES NOT ARBN




szav-n
20of 2
Gy o2 of oL
Appended are: _

1. Lhnlhoﬁrhunﬂﬁnm-ﬂnl,wﬁ

2. anahnngﬁaonﬁ-ﬁhtomwnq-hlﬁmm
Mar 10, 1963

3. BRnss darvests Rots in Pields - SF Examiner - &pm.U&

L. ¥ixon Could Have Held Out for Better Deal - Joseph Kraft,
1A Times, Sep 2, 1972

I would add one final word. All the data and observation in i
the articls about Soviat harvests could be verifisd, if it were ‘
curreat, by current collection aystams, which are much better than
I dared dresaa 10 years ago.

Alas! Ve have the tecinology, but tecimology alone doeen't
Yield sclutions automatically. Even a shot gun needs aiming.

This letter is written at the Office of Special Projects,
&aﬂuydthik*uu(&ﬁbﬂIhnIalamuuum,nd
where I can receive classified mail.

CC: Jomm Mclacas
Sy Weiss
Andy Marshall

?‘“""

15’&.05 4- i




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

