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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ﬂﬂmﬂ of Nationa] Reconnaissance Program

L PURPOSE.
This agreement relates to the establishment of a National
Reconnaissance Program and to the establishment of arrangements
withinandbetmenthelbopartmentotmmdtheCentul
Intelligence Agency for its management and operation in a manner

' which will insure that the particular talents, experience and capabilities

within these two organizations will be fully and most effectively utilized.
in this efiort.

. DEFINITIONS.

~A. NRP - National Reconnaigsance Program, consisting of all

overt and covert overflight projects for intelligence, geodesy, and
mapping photography and electronic signal collection,

3. NRO - National Reconnaissance Office, as established
herein for the purpose of managing the NRP.

C. DOD/AR ~ Assistant for Recounsissance to the Secretary of
Defense, established by the attached DOD Directive No. ;
Director of the National Reconnaissance Office,
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. DDP/A = mummmdbmm
Agency; Depuly Director of the NRO,

E. DER - Director of Salellite Recomaissance {TH); the general
officer responsible directly to the Director of the NRO for all fleM
mansgement and mume The
DSR is overtly known ag the Director of Special Projects, Office of the
Secretary of the Alr Force, b'mM )

F. DAR - Director of Aircraft Recomslasence, s covert pesttion =
beld by the general officer responsible directly to the NRO for all field
menagement (exclading operation) of atrcraft sad drone overfiight
recounaissasce projects. The Director of Alrerat Recounaissance
will have s suitsble overt title as required by the security of his projects.

G. MPG - Mission Plaming Growp, a past of the NRO which plaas
all specific overflight recounaissance miasions sad determines targets '
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1. 8S0C - Batellits Operations Central, a part of the NRO

mmmmmmum

satellite reconnaissance missions. - E
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sitached DOD Directive No. . The Deputy Director of the NRO

J. AOC - Atrcraft Operstions Central, .mdh:mm'
exercises NRO operaticmal oontrol of sll airerafi overflight recoansissance

missions.

. NI BANKC POLKY.

A. National Reconasisgance Program. The National Reconnalssance
Program will consist of all astellite and overflight recomnxissance

projects whether overt or covert. R will include all photographic projects

' for intelligence, geodesy sad mapping purposss, Mmohcmdml'

collection projects for electronic sigual intelligence snd commanioations
intelligence. |

B. National Reconnaisamoe Office. There will be established on
a covert basis s National Recomsissance Office to manage this Program.
The Director of the NRO will be the Assistant for Reconnaissance to the

Secretary of Defecss, anf overt (SECRET) position estsblished by the

will be the Deputy Director (Plans) of the Central Intelligence Agency.

The office will include a amall special staff whose perscans] will be _

drawn from the Department of Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency.

This office will have direct control of all elements of the total program. .~ ., .
C. Bemuonsbility. T order to aseure thet the fmcticuing oL the "

NRO and the conduct of the NAP is based upon the assignment of clear = ;




Defense and the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency to the
Assistant for Reconnatasance to the Secretary of Defense as Director
of the National Reconnatassnce Office. He will in turn delegate specific
respoasibilities to the Central Intslligence Agency and elsewhere as
required to carry out the terms of this agreement, Initial delegation
of responaibilities of projects presently underway is specified under
part IV of this agreament. | |

~ D. Authority. Decisions of the National Reconnsisssnce Office
will be implemented and its management of the National Recomnsissance
Program made effective within the Department of Defense by the exercise
of the authority delegated to the Assistant for Reconnaissance to the
Secretary of Defense, and within the Central lntelligence Agency by the
sutharity delegated to the Deputy Director (Plass).

. Operstionsl Agency, Within the Department of Defense, the
Department of the Air Force will be the operational agency for management
and conduct of the National Reconnsissance Program, and will conduct
this program through use of streamlined special management procedures
' involving direct control from the office of the Secretary of the Alr Force
to Reconnaissance Project Directors in the field, withowt tntervening
reviews or apgrovals. mmwucmdmmm '
oremwmmmwmmh

4




~
.-(-’.El

2%

TVl ULUNLET

¢ 053

wwumuucmmAm'-mmu

F. Technical Advisory Group. A Tachnical Advisory Growp for
mxmaamm-mummm
security.

P G. BSecurity. Ammmmmnw
’lg

n-mwmmwthnmnmm Products

from the various programs will be svallable to all users as designated
by the United States Intelligence Board. |

H. Requiremenis. The Netional Reconnsissance Office will be
directly responaive to, and caly to, the photographic and electranic
signal collection requirements snd pricrities as established by the
United States Intelligence Board. _

L Public Information. The National Recomnaisssnce Office will

develop suitsble cover plans and public information plans in conjunction
with the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Public Affairs, to reduce
potential political valnerability of these programs and to enhance
security of program operstions. |

J. Program Review. Major program elements and operations
of the National Reconnaisasnce Office will be reviswed cn a regular
basis and as special circumstances require by the Bpecial Group under
NSC 5413,
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K. Mansgement.

L Technical Mansgement. The major portion of technical
management of NRP projects will be carried out by the Director of
Batellite Reconnaissance and the Director of Aircraft Recomaissance,
reporting directly to the National Recomaisssnce Office. Technical
wdmmam such as certain payloads
for instance, unuambmcmammmumu
cmldutﬂorhcﬂcdmmhﬂucnmﬁdﬂn

- NRO. nmmmmumwmm

and to provide for interface with dats exploitstion equipment developed
by agencies cutside the NRO, Navy snd Army representatives will be
assigned, on a full-time basis, to appropriste positions within the NRO,
They will be techuically qualified in electronic signal collection work
and in mapping and geodesy, respectively, and have NRO project
responsibilities in these sreas. A firm liaison channel between the NRO
and NSA will be established as an adjunct to the technical management
structure of signal collection projects.

3. Finsncisl Mansagement. The Assistant for Reconnaissance
mmmammmwmmmmm
of the NRP. Funds will be allocated on an individual project basis and
will appesr as appropriately classified line items in the Air Force budget, -
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L Mission Plaming. A Mission Planning Group (MPG) will
be estsblished within the NRO to plan all specific missions of this
program and to determine targets to be covered by each mission. The
MPG will have Tri-Service, NSA AND CIA representstion om a full-time
basts, and will be chatred by s member of the CIA directly responatble
o the DDP/A. The MPG will have availsble the complete schedules snd
technical capabilitien of all of the sengor systems of all NRP projects,
sud accounts of the complste coverage cbtained by all s ansor systems
of these projects, on a contizuow basis. This Group will establish the
pre-launch targeting selection for all reconnaissance projects of the
NRP, and will transmit this information to the Satellite Operations
Central (80C) for satellits missions, and to the Aircraft Operations
Central (AOC) for airoraft missions.

3. Satellite Operations. A Satellite Operations Central (8OC)
will be established as a part of the NRO located within the Air Force

a

Y- - -
by e Air Force member of the NRO who will have operational control

over all astellite reconnaissance missions throughout the conduct of
such missions. mmumsocﬁnnmwuhu
Director of Satellite Reconnaissance, The SOC will include sppropriate
CIA personnel.
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of the MPG which will pisa all misions of thess projects, snd willhave

3. Afrersf Operstions. A Atrcralt Operstions Central (A0C)
will be established st sn spprapriate Jocation under ASCsSary security
arrangements. The AOC will be headed by a CIA member of the NRO
who will have operstionsl control over all sircraft sad drose overflight
reconmaissance missions throughout the conduct of such missions. The
Hoad of the AOC Will be directly responsible to the DDP/A. The AOC will
inclnde sppropriste Alr Force persomnel. |

IV. PROJECT RESPONSIRILITIES. The Director of the NRO is responsible
for all aspects of all projects of the NRP. In carzying out this responsi~
bility, he will delegate spectfic aspects to the CIA and elsewhere, 28
sppropriste. In this regard, the following initial delegation spplies to

the major projects presently wnder way.

A. CORONA/MURAL/ARGOM: The Alr Force has primary
respongibility for: (1) lsunch scheduling and launching (3) orbit snd
recovery operstions; (3) development and procurement of boosters,
o v R e < ety
(1) development snd procurement of photographic payloads and nose CORdS,
and (3) project security. In addition, the CIA will provide the chairman

membership in the SOC which will be headed by su Air Force member
of the NRO snd which will have cperationsal control of these missions
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B. SAMOS. The Air Force has primary respossihility for SAMOS,
mmmh-mmhmhmm‘m -
addition, the CIA and the Alr Force have the same mission planning
snd operstions roles described in A sbove, |

D. _OXCART . The Air Force will sssume respousibility
for the techuical management of the OXCAR T peoject, with the CIA
remaining responsible for the recomnaissence payloads, project security,
snd conduct of operstions. Missions will be planned by the CIA-chaired

MPG sad conducted by the CIA-hesded ACC, responsible directly to the
DDP/A. The Alr Force will establish an office of the Directar of

Alrcraft Reconnaissance (DAR) to concurrently manage the development

of ORCART  sad all variations of this development. The DAR will
ummvuhun'nmmnmm'umuyumm

and will be manned with highly qualified personnel whose experience,
sptitade and sbility make them especially well suited for this task., MNormal
Atr Force snd DOD development and management practices will not

apply to this project, mxd the DAR will carry out kis entire responsibllities
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project and the securily required for it scoomplishment, subject cnly _
to approval by the Assistant for Reconnaissance to the Secretary of Defenme.

o
E. CANES, mmmhmm

’n«mmmm.mnmnmumnwm

Director of the NRO. Mission plamning will be accompligshed by the
m-ummmmumm.

V. IMPLEMENTATION. This sgreement is effective immedistely |

within the Department of Defense snd the CIA, and supersedss all previous
mnmmymmmwm All such
mmﬂdmvmhmumvﬁmm

at the earliest date. |

Jobhn A. McCone Robert 5. McRamara

Director Sscretary of Defense

Central hhlllgm Auncy :
1 Atch
1 BUB Directive No.
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