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3. DISCOVERER Launch Scheduled for 21 May 1959 fSeexet)—
Reference Item 2, May 15, 1959 Report) ,
N DISCOVERER INl is now scheduled to be launched from
(f\, Vandenbe’rg, 21 May 1959, between 1300 EST and 1700 ES'I'.

7 Objectives include tests of capability to achieve p-olar orbit,
—% and recovery system, using live animals,

| ’ The primary subsystem will consist of the re-éntry capsule.
> ' Orbit ejection system consists of retro rocket, stabilization spin

) rocket, test instrumentations and supporting structure. Mounted
i—j’( in the forward end of the shield cavity will be the bio-medical re-

\ covery capsule containing the life cell with four rodent Passengers
(VA and the Tecovery system, '

to the equatorial Plane. Vehicle will have battery power and stabilizing
gas supply for 30 hours of operation on orbit. Ejection of recovery

- Package will occur at approximately 27 hours after launch. After
recovery package is ejected, an acquisition beacon with a separate
battery will remain on the orbiting vehicle, This beacon will trans-
mit for approximately 21 days, at which time the battery will be

The recovery capsule Payload will be retrieved by aircraft
backed up by ships in the vicinity of Hawaii. Modifications have been

Programmed to avoid inadvertent loss of command control, Further,
by means of telemetry, a visual display of the orbital period setting
of the timer is provided at the ground control stations, -

DISCOVERER 1V launch is scheduled for 18 June 19‘5}% 4 j//lll
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4. Project MIDAS Becret)—

Tetaliatory forces and for activation of both active and passive
defenses, - '

MIDAS test Program schedules an initial launch from Cape
Canaveral in November 1959, followed every other month by one
of three additional launches. These will use ATLAS boosted _
vehicles on orbits at altitudes near 300 nautical miles, A follow-
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