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' POLICY GUIDANCE FOR CONGRESKIONA L WITNESSES
: .

| The sensittvity and political valnersbility of the U. S. satellite

reconnsissance effort, as embodied in the SAMOS project, dictates
mmumummdmm
mnmm To this end, and tn anticipetion of the
mMWdMWWCWI
committess, the following informstion and guidence is provided.

L BACKGROUND: | |
A, Over the past fow years, this project, either as WS-17L

v“““ mm,mmuwmmm

cmmmmnu.uammdcmuby

'witnesses at practically every level of the Department of Defense,

From the shove, it can be reasonably sspumed that:
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2. Project details and capabilities are not generally known
umqmwumwm oR & specific

t B The Cangress in general, sad the important commiitees
spesifically, » AF¢ Very mach aware of the national significance and
urgeacy ia achievement, ot the earliest possible date, of a satellite

mm.ucmmhmﬂ#m
concerning the details of this effert,

II. GUIDANCE;
A. Gemgeal

L SAMOS project information will not normally be incladed
in prepared statements or briefings. Congreasional testimony snd
fnformation regarding S4MOS project will be gtvea by the Under
mﬂhmmﬂnm Chairmen of sppropriste
Commitives will be hriafed by the Usiler Secretary and thelr cooperation
ssked 1a minimising or eliminsting Committer discussion of this subject,

2. SAMOS projest will not be discussed In apen session,

Mumnmmmm.uhﬁu
domain or press speculstion. Reply wader thene cireumstances will
simply state that: '
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2 The subject is classifisd and query cannot be
saswered in open session, and/or
b, The SAMOS project is cutside the cogainsnce of

3. When tn closed seasion, if poastble within the context of |
material being sbmitted or previous discussion, witness should

respectiully state, thb. above, uhumm

hMiﬁm

B. Specific. In those tnatsnces where witnesnes in closed sesmion
Mhnl)mmbmmﬂmbww
SAMOS, mhmmmummmm

 of the fellowing information, using the minizura reply aceeptable to the

cmum:mqmm
L There is in existence no specific 8AMOS aystem or program
mauuacp_uny- 2 compiste mesns of conduoting

cocasional flights of space vehicles are based on mistaterpretstion of the
role of such fiights, |

a nummu&m‘mmymum
of development ta recoansiasance tachnigess sad equipesents, snd
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adequalely. These broad aress are pursusd over s wide spectrum of
experimints, which are conducted from time to time, aad which bhave
mmmuummm These flights are
uuwmawmwm

| mmmmmmwmnmmh

mmumummm
Sach experiments are needed to furnish fisal verification of component
developmants; these conponent developments need 10 be tested i the
actual apece eavironment a8 final proof of their technical adequacy.
Bocauge the namber of sach experiments is largs, in order to properly
pursue the meny desirable developments md techaicues, the nember of
thﬂalnuboenhudhdnhm Typical component
developments which will be tavolved are equipments to gather taformation,
methods af providing power in spece for extended periods of time,
develpment of vebisle sttitnde control aystems Sor extended durstion in
orbit, relisble tn-flight remote control of payload, etc. ; typical techniques
which will be tn voived are such as relate to precision de-orbiting and
recovery of space cagsules, methods for efficlently programming
oquipsacnts 1a orbit, methods for developing highly relisble loeg-durstion
subsystems of space vebicles, etc. -
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3. These developments are of very general usefulness snd
importance to cur astional space program as a whole, sad to the futare
development of recomaissence equipments of many sorts. Further
decisions beyond the 800pe of the present brosd experimantsl effort are
Mmmammm |

& The visusl (photo) development bas tacluded electronic readout
oS magmells) HSoNie) payloads are beiag develaped on a
progressively more advanced basts from ialtial resesrch and development
| »mmummumm

5. As of | Jmmary 1962, 5 sateilite reconnaissance vehicles
have been laumched (3 resdout - 3 recoversble lypes). Of these, two
were sucossutully placed in orbit. The first provided usedul test dats
on both photo snd ferret readont components; the second, & recoversble
type system, provided useful dats via telemetry, but malfomctioned
while tn orbit and recovery was not accomplished,

6. WMM:&MM“
very clasely held in order to minimise the chance of inadvertent compro-
mise which oould result i effective Soviet comtermeasures. |
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