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Project RAND sizyted work on the satellite vehicle almost at the very 'Begjm.iv}g
vwhen the project wms set up. in the spring of 191&6 'l‘he Ravy had dore some yrork
through a contract with Glenn L. Martin about the sarme time., 'Mme mot:lvnt:lon 'bt-ck
of eech of these efforts. vas_the captured tecknical-German dzta-whieh the-AP and- -
USN Technicel Commaissions umesrihed in the tall of loks,
Later the eir vas cleared and the Atr Force took over the sole responsibility
for doing reseerch on a satellite vehicle. '

4% v o ) :
The RDB's roll’ie clear. Eerly in 1948, the RDB Technica Evaluation Group of
the Guided Miesiles Committee reviewed the RAND satellite Program and issued g

‘ directive GM 13/7 entitled, "Satellite Vehicle Program.” On the besis of this

I11.

review, but prior to the issuance of thig document, the Air Force sent RAND the
inclosed copy of a letter dated 17 Pebruery 19k8, .
Later, the minutes of the RDB cornittee indicnted broad corcurrence of thn
directive and further stated that RARD should heve gole responsi bility in this
ficld. Dr. J. E. Lipp briefed the RD® Techaical Eveluation Group of the cr
Cornittee on the satellite 23 Moxch 1948, . o . :
(Consult RDB Minutes et this roint.)
Dr. L. Lombard, Chief Oclentist, Office of Scientific Advisor, M.A.G.

The /SAB reviewed the satellite work ot RARD in Sep.e._bnr 1950, Iz Jor/Robinson,

..mtes:‘c Air Gvo'..p, Directorzte of F&D, working in ""w Cuided Migsiles shon

under Colonel Romig, asked Jiz Lipp th x:ucﬂ zoney Vo n'Lc be reeded to piek wup
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the work at this point. RAKD had completed 1ts Tirst phuse of a long study
prior to this time. Jim Lipp sugrested $boo,oco vould b reguired in Fr-52.
On 6 November 1950, RAKD rubmitted recozmendetions to Hq USAF (Maj Gen, - .,t)
sugcesting extersion of resea.rch necessaxy for reconnaissauce use of the

vehicle. The work is butlined in sumery form in the letter to Eajor Rispe

ettached to item 2_number V below. Alao, attacked cauments batter expliin the. .

ntttensibaiun,

V.
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deteils of the recommendation.

Then, in April of 1951, RAMD igsued two edmpmhensive reports R 217 "Utility
of a Satellite Vehicle for Recomneissance” and R-218 "Inquiry into the
Feasibility of Weather Recomnaissunce from a Satellite Vehicle.” (The two
reports are sitached on e loan bagis.) By the tixe ¥Y-52 Lezen RARD hed
laid its plens pretty cerefully to subcontrect the next phese of the busic
research. General Putt sent letters to The AEC end RCA hich started the
b2ll rolling in the spring of 1951. The attoched copy of Guneral Puit's
letter to The AZC will irdicate satellite's status as of & year ago in

the minds of Hq USAP. The RCA letter wes similer. Unfertunately we do

not have a eoﬁy readily evailgble.
Up o FY-52 a1l of the work done on the sztellite by m came out of its
annual btudget. Then for FY-53, a line item wes established for $hoo,

\

and ves implemented ag a supplenent to RAND's basic contrect speciﬁc:—.-lly
stating that the money vus to be used Tor mbcontra.cting work. The ARC
decided to supnort the auxiliary pover plant studies from its cwn funds with

the unde. t..nqinrr thet they womla cerxy the resnarch uwp to o point of

fezsibility ang RARD wonlg take suppart of <he vork financielly (within 22C)
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epplying it to the enviromment of the satellite (zero gruvitj, etc.). The
cttached copy of a leticr to Riepe (Cheirman, Satellite Committee, WANC) -
sumarizes the vork und=rvey ac well as that vork plmm::d during Fk -52 cnd
FY-53. We discussed the fact that the FY-S3 line item of $400,000 for
FY-53 appecred in the budget until Fobruary this year. In March it no

longer was there and you pointed out ‘i;i:a.t it still vas nmissing. At this

- point, it is believed necessary to Lind out from Hg, ARD? vhy that lirne
item diseppeured. When the answer to that is obtained, then some docision

car be uade as to bow much should be entered in the H-sh budget exercise.

Jis Liyp nov feels lhut & noainal sum of $100,000 for FI-5i shouid rppear

"pending the outcome of the presently planned FY-52 work c& vell ec the

work that should go om into FY-53.

Lt Colonel W. W. MeIntosh reporting to Colonel Hobins (Bxesutive Office),
Deputy for Development ARIC has been designsted as & RAND liaison officer
by Colcnel Fickel, Assistemt Deputy for Development, ARIC. Presumobly he
would be the men in ARIC to telk to or at least wire-in bafore going to

[Colonel Romig's shop, Bq USAF Guided Nissiles (Directorate of Research, bos/p).
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Fe2d Back History -
WADC cOo-d:lr.ation Required for Budget Purposes
G. H. Putt

The attached very informsl ontl:lne v28 given to Colonel Krox confirming
the rather loosaly put together discussion yesterday. It wus based

e —_eptirely on the meterial found in our files. You will recall that I
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telked to you from his office yesterduy to clarify a few proints and asked
you for a copy of Cravford's letter to Douglas. Ruather than wait (even
though I had asked for e copy) the girls combed thru our files and were .
tble to find a copy of that letter.

It wes lmporiant to get Krox clearly up-to-date since it vill te he wao

will have to teke over the developmart when, and if, it bocomes necessary.

I hope that oll of the cooments made by me are essentially accurate. If taey
ure ned, ony errors -cen v easily corvected verbally. It me krov if you
spot some you thirnk are important tp change.

Rieve is mung e 1etter bs.sed on this logged informetioz to the CG, ARIC
ecking for a2 clarification of why the FY-53 tudget item disappeared: it 1%
was Jnadvertant, would they please correct it; and/or if there is sone real
recson for not budgeting in !'!-531'.0 rlense seni confi matisn beécause the
FY-5k bulget exercise is now in progress here at WAIC,

Colonel Knox will call starting with our liaison guy (Lt/Col MscIntosh) et
ARIC and will attempt to ferret out the proper nperson at ARDC &s well ac the
one in Romiz's old shop. Between Riepe and Knox, we should get this thing
unhooked within a week or two. I om not sure vhet Larry is doing at his
end but will discuss it with hinm todey and explain what I nave dore here.
My ppst experience has proven the need to vork from esch end egaingt the
niddle ir order to get a satisfectory ansver. As soon £8 the air beconcs
c].ea.r, you most certainly will be nicde gwere of sny decisions. This budget
buainess is a strunge and vonderous thing to benold.

N

'c- Go Fab]-ev
ATT: Cy of Yotes and - .
- Letters on Feed Puck : DOWNGRADED AT 3 YE&R INTERVALS: |
vhich were given to . DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Col. Knox ’ ' 00D DIR $200.10°
T , : ' (Received PAND K:il Room 29 ey 1952)

KOTZ: Mr Hstley wes Deyton , , e

Renresentative of RAI'D. N oL o s =

.Liyp, Mirsiles Divicir e e S
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