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Lieutenant General Bernard A, Schriever

- Commander, ‘Alr Research & Development C-Ommand

Andrews Alr Force Base _ o

. Washington 25, D, C,’

Dear Bennje .

' - You are uhdéubtedly aware of my-concern over the Present lack of
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& capability within the Air Force to handle intslligence data that
may bo obtained from the SAMOS RkD flights scheduled for the
early Fall of this year. The progent world environment makes it
inore urgont each day that thig system be terted and brought to
full maturity ag rapidly as poseible. .

' General Wiison {3 a letter of 1 Jure 1965 repoated fhocowments

of the Under Secretary of the Air Force in regard to the present '
planning for the system. It is apparently his opinion that there' . o
ia still some technical uncexrtainty ag td the best solution to the _ S
problems of aautellite reconnaissance, His feeling is that present’
pians are “too elaborate' and in general "overengincered." He
furthex expresses the opinion that, until some of the R&D flights
have been procussed, the best fystem canuot be selected. He hag -
directed that 2 more Sustere plan be devised, S
Ganeral LeMay, last August, placed the responsibility on me to

ineGre that a1l R&D intelligence data will be processed promptly

tnd exploited to its fullegt extent. This, of course, must be ac-
¢omplished without hindering your responsibility for the develop-

fnent of an oporational system,

*iy staff has recently reviewed this problem of dual respansibility, -
Projocted against the urgezcy of the situation, They have developed
* plan which 1 foel satisfies all Téquirements. Lssentially, it pro-
vides for the use of our present reconnaissance technical facilities

N YEAR .

AT AT 12 . LLY .
NGRP‘D-D. AT LY ‘\TicA I an N T '

‘p‘yr..""“‘ué‘s 'S'\Rf 5200&&"-':*%-’—31': g Sy

:,..-.\,::.ss.tr&af":: R - _ Y Vel - YR A

o #9Y_




72;_

. best support this efio:t.

to ruolve the immediate (Soptcmbcr) problem. followed by 2 phued
buud-up of an mtore R&D test facility here at Offutt. )

¢ bclievo that you will find, upon review of this plan, we can accom- .
plish our responsibilities and still grow’in an wpvironment which will
have the benefit of intelligence experienco and background that can

. I recommsuid that this proponl be {incorporated into your new dcvelop-
msnt plan and déferided as & necessary item of the overall SAMOS
System, thbus fnsuring a prompt solution to this particular problem.

Sh}ccrel;.v

THOMAS S, POWER

General, USAF

" Commander in Chief
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