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,MEMORAh'DUM FOR THE DI~OR,NATIONAL RECODAISSANCE on ICE 

SUBJECT: TAGBOARD Background Notes 

1. syst~ Cap~b.!!.i~y: 

Drone: Range 3000 NMj speed 3.21 mach; Alt, 80,000 -
960°00, small ReS (.2 sq meter frontal area at 
15 depression angle) 

Camera: 24 inch focal length t F5.6 lens, coverage 
3000 n X 28NY swath stereoJ ,..".",·/ ... c,'C>17 ;::.fT Nad/,;-

2. Drone status: 

A. 34 drones ordered (D21B's, 8-52 launch config.) 
13 drone flights through 20 Feb 10 

1 drone inadvertently dropped from 8-52 
?m' droftes l"elU.ining 

b. Of the 20 remaiDing t 6 are at Bea.le AFB (Operating 
Location). 15 are at Loekheed~ either in temporary storage 
or completing tinal functional checkout. 

3 .. R'" ~ { H\ t.'7~ ("'c. '." j .•.. ~ if"G~' l 
CtHl!!a. Status: i f\ ~ ~ ~ til ~w;?U t'" Y 
a. 11 HI-33S B Series ordered fram Byeon 

2 lest on drone flights 
9 cameras remaining 

b. Of the {) remaining, 6 have been delivered. 3 are 
in the final stages of production. Based on projected 
recovery and loss rates, the 9 eamerasshould be sufficient 
for the 20 droDes remaining. 

4. Test Flight Summary: _ .... -----.. .." ,.. .... 

a. 6 Nc,-v 61 - 28 Aug 68.. Seven test flights. one fully 
successful mission, 2824 ml1es, batch air recovered; one 
partially successful mission, 1400 miles 

b. 
by Mr. 
engine 

Sep - Dec 68. Program technical review conducted 
~ Plummerta: group from LMSe. Major design mods, 
i,let and electrical systems .. 
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c. 15 Dec 68 - 10 Jul 69.. Four test flights. Three 
of the four were successful. 

d. 10 Ncv 69. First operational test mission.. Com
putational errors in INS computer prevented drone from flying 
programmed route. 

e. 20 Feb 70. Completely successful test mission, INS 
program changes validated, fail-safe feature incorporated in 
INS program. 

S. C~~.~!!\lmlJUtry : 

a. R&D, Production and Test. Approximately $200 million 
through FY-10 (includes original 5 drones developed and tested 
under the OXCART program.) ~ Prod. Test costs are complete. 

h. Contractor support cost, FY-70: $5.9 million. 

c.. Contractor support cost Forecast, FY-71: $6.3 million 

6. f?pex'a,E,ing U~.!: 

4200 Support Squa.dron, Beale .!FB. Tvo B-52's, three flight 
crews, Blue Suit maintenance. Squadron on Alert status - has 
the capability to launch drone within 6 days from notification. 

FRAl'Ut •• HARTLEY l> Jr 
Col, USAF 
Director, Program D 
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