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Dr. Roger Mason Sworn in as NRO’s 20th Director

CHANTILLY, Va. — The Honorable L. Roger Mason, Jr. was sworn in as the 20th director of
the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) on Monday, August 17, 2026. Dr. Mason has an
extensive background in the aerospace defense industry, most recently serving as the chief
growth officer at V2X.

“It is an honor to serve the nation as director of the NRO and to support the team’s mission of
using the vantage point of space to promote our national security,” Dr. Mason said. “We will
continue to advance the legacy of innovation the NRO has built over its 65-year history —
investing in our workforce, building partnerships, and using the latest technology to expand our
capabilities.”

The director of the NRO provides direction, guidance, and oversight over all matters pertaining
to the NRO and executes other authorities specifically delegated by the Secretary of War and the
Director of National Intelligence.

Dr. Mason’s official biography can be found here.
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Ever since its inception at the dawn of the space age more than 60 years ago, the NRO has
brought the farthest reaches of the planet into our grasp — to see it, hear it, and sense it. Today,

the NRO is building on that legacy of innovation, harnessing the limitless potential of space to
make our nation even safer and stronger. Learn more at NRO.gov.
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