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NRO Successfully Launches NROL-95 Mission Through National Security Space Launch 

Program 

Mission marks 3rd NRO NSSL Phase 2 launch with SpaceX  

 

CHANTILLY, Va. — The National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), in partnership with U.S. 

Space Force Space Systems Command’s (SSC), System Delta 80, Space Launch Delta 45, and 

SpaceX, successfully launched the NROL-95 mission aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from 

Space Launch Complex 40 at Cape Canaveral Space Force Station July 30, 2026, at 3:10 a.m. 

ET. The Falcon 9 first stage booster safely returned to Landing Zone 2 after delivering the 

national security payload to orbit. 

 

Today’s successful mission highlights the close working relationship between NRO and SSC to 

ensure reliable and cost-effective access to space for national security missions.   

 

"The collaboration between NRO, U.S. Space Force, and SSC continues to advance our nation's 

intelligence architecture through next-generation satellite technology and integrated operations," 

said Col. Kathryn Cantu, director, NRO Office of Space Launch, and NROL-95 mission director. 

"This collaboration enables us to swiftly field resilient intelligence, surveillance, and 

reconnaissance systems while preserving the flexibility and persistence required to counter 

evolving challenges." 

 

NROL-95 is the third NRO mission launched with SpaceX from the National Security Space 

Launch (NSSL) Phase 2 contract awarded in August 2020. NSSL, a government launch 

acquisition partnership program between SSC and NRO aimed at ensuring continued assured 

access to space for national security missions, is overseen and operated by SSC’s System Delta 

80 headquartered at Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida.  

 

"The successful NROL-95 launch is a testament to the powerful partnership between System 

Delta 80, NRO, and SpaceX,” said Col. Ryan Hiserote, System Delta 80 commander and NSSL 

program manager. “Our combined team of experts rigorously validated the flight hardware and 

integration elements, significantly minimizing risk and ensuring mission success. Furthermore, 

the exceptional performance of our SLD 45 teammates in operating the range infrastructure 

guaranteed that we hit the mark on this critical NSSL mission for our nation and allies." 

 

Over the past several years, NRO has launched hundreds of satellites, creating the largest and 

most capable government constellation on orbit in our nation’s history. Building on this 

momentum, 2026 is set to be another dynamic year, with launch frequency accelerating through 

year-end. 
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Earlier this year, NRO launched NROL-105, NRO’s 12th proliferated mission on Jan. 16, and 

partnered with SSC to launch NROL-172, NRO’s 13th proliferated mission and second through 

NSSL Phase 3 Lane 1, on May 11. NROL-179, NRO’s 14th proliferated mission, also launched 

last month on June 19.  

 

For more than 60 years, the NRO has successfully met the needs of its U.S. intelligence, military, 

civil, and allied partners. It remains the world’s leader in unique intelligence, surveillance, and 

reconnaissance systems. The NRO’s next-generation systems will help ensure that the right data 

is delivered to the right user at the right time, faster than ever before. 

 

Additional information on upcoming launches will be made available at NRO.gov/launch/.       

 

### 

 

Ever since its inception at the dawn of the space age more than 60 years ago, the NRO has 

brought the farthest reaches of the planet into our grasp — to see it, hear it, and sense it. Today, 

the NRO is building on that legacy of innovation, harnessing the limitless potential of space to 

make our nation even safer and stronger. Learn more at NRO.gov. 

 

https://nro.dod.afpims.mil/Portals/135/Documents/news/press/2026/NROL-105%20Press%20Release%20Final.pdf?ver=87DgE4otZ9uHOiIH0qW-jA%3d%3d
https://www.nro.gov/Portals/135/Documents/news/press/2026/NROL-172%20Press%20Release_Final.pdf?ver=syViPDTi7tttUODmY_YY2w%3d%3d
https://www.nro.gov/Portals/135/Documents/news/press/2026/NROL-179%20Press_Release_Final.pdf?ver=kYYiGCGBHxgxtCeVF5Bh5g%3d%3d

