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SZORANUUE FOR:  Specisl Adssiziant to the Director
for Plannix: and Development

ST36CT: Trip Report - Program Review Conference
S 117-L and CORONA

... CTonferences concerning ths above-mentioned programs were Lzl
&v Paio Alto on the 1Sth and 2 “h of Novezber respectively. The atizched
Twelran 1ists the main topics covered at the ¥S 117-L conference. The

R

e i ceaference covered topics peculiar to the CORONA area of interest.

2. Cemerally, both Drograms appear to be moving along in good shape,
5 in scheduling or Programning were indicated; tests, deliveries,
2 svaited to b2 on tinme. Henagement of the variea aspects of the

~INZTens cppeared to be well in hand; Lockhsed appeared to be cognizant of
~—- of in& major problem areas and had started the necessary corrective

A

2CWlln waere needed,
3. Possidble future problem areas:

2. Cre complexity of the Ty 117-L sensing system ard the
Seasibility of cbizining ths desired results.

o, The tight delivery schedule that I3EK is committed to for
delivery of the cazera to tke CCzONA project.

C. Zaciation: This is more of & problen with 1S 117-L (4tlas
- \

Foasic) Lhan COLONL due 4o ths higher altitudes, Cognizance of the
Drilen o> cormsctive &ction was not covered in the I3 117-L prograna.

Serrzeuive zeoiicr fon provection against radiation in the CORONA
PTOJIct w23 coversd bud dig nov appear 4o te based on known facts
Cr formaticn. Iwvaluztien of tine informaiion obtained on the
T Awn ey L0 satm

—~Z=trir flizhts by Icwa University concerning the nroblem of radi-

&ulin Inileate that at the T 1A7-L eltitudesradiation is such to
CCrinpletely foz the Diln. It is recommended thai any corrective or

TIIVIINAVS action for the COR3IL program should be based on the

1oz Univerziir Tindings, 4cticn to be' teken by the Contractor
vzzel on instructicns from the Director of &P,
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3. Recovery: This proble:n is peculiar to both programs.

(1) The sea marker proved to be unsatisfactory. No
solution in sighv.

(2) The Rescuelite did not meet specifications, dus to
low light output. Corrective action underry.

(3) Air recovery:

(a) In tests using 7 personnel type chuies, forty-
nine werc recovered. Using one type of operational drcp
hute; out of fifteen dropped, four were recovered axnd
required an average of 1.5 aircraft passes for the snatch
or hook-up. Eleven drcps of another type of operational
chute resulted in five being recovered and an average of
two aircraft passes for the snatch.

(b) Cne of the problems involve the drop rate of tke

chutes; approxrimately 33 feet per second., Develcpment of
= catisfactory cimte with a drop rate of approximately 20
Seet per second is required. This will allow the aircraft
to rake three to four passes for hook-up. 4Although iv was
3

I
ndicated thet corrective action was being taken, it is
+hat it will not be timely enough for the reasons in-
ec in the following sub-paragraph.

Hy
o,
¥

P ch
ct

-

P

L

(¢) The low number of successful air snatches is con- j
sicdered to be the result of the combination of weak chutes,
nizh sink rate, and crew proficiency. Although thevcontrac'boz‘gj
i~Zicated that correciive action is being taken in all cases,
this retter will be given special attention to insure that an
zcceptcsle cperational readiness exists by the time of tne
fiyss 0O20. launching. As added emphasis, you might desire
+o maze mention of cur ccncern in this matter in an early
convemzation with Col. Sheppard and

L. Tosre zppeared o pe a moderale amount of friction between ITumK
;:.'_'— Pz moiow problen area involved the ability of o
azoz m oe sizidinon system resoluticn through their processing echnigues
-»i gguipmant. 2roject personnel direculy concerned with this area of
fw-zazsy zre satisfisd that systen resolution will be retained through pro-
cozsiny exi if thers Is a degradation, the techniques and equipnents
resoeseniing the latest state of the art will obtain the best resuli possible.
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ve visit both organisitiiis L.
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infora thenselves of all the details

is felt that the exchange of information that would take place
in getting these people together, as well as insure that the

deguately provided for.

~211 recormcndation: That Project representativeSat future

wde a photo eguiprment

orics mon, in addition to

representative, a communicatiorns and/
}r. Kucera ané the Operations rep-

This recommendation is not based on reasons covered in tais

2.0, out is based on discussions with contractor personnel concerning
. Suture activities.

Tirector of Operations




