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8 August 1958

MEDMORANDUM FOR: Special Anisjbant to the Director
c ~ for Plaming and Development

THROUGH : Director of Administration, DPB/DC

é

Request to Brief Director, Inf
(MaJor General Arno H. I.uchman)

, discussed
» Director

1. On 7 August 1958 Mr.
with you my desire to brief
of Information Services, UBAF,. on ProJect CCBORA.

'Ihepurposetorvreqnesﬁngthiswtimisthstw

WS8-117L program and vhy various trade magazines have earried such
accurate stories about its purpose and features.

k. I believe it would be to our advantage to hxrief. 8y
Inehnannovuothatwplaceoursalminapodtiontomuty
plan of publicity more in th our owh prépared eover
General Luehman has held clemeforscvenl years and
his office has been most maum'mﬁi‘iﬁfn
for that project. He has been very receptive to siggestioms offared '
in the past and I feel would be more than willing to cooperate with
us on matters pertaining to Project CORONA.

5. I have taken the liberty to discuss this matter with the
Security Officer and the latter has indicated his agreement with the
need for a briefing. Knowing how difficult it is to reach Genersl
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Luehman, I have arranged an appointment in advance of your decision
for 11 A.M. Monday, 11 August 1958. This appears to be the only avail-
sble opportunity of seeing General Luehman during the forthcoming

week. I feel this is an extremely urgent matter and would appreciate
your early comments concerning the proposed briefing. Should you .
have a desire to discuss this publicity plan in more detail, I would -
be most happy to express my own thoughts verbally at your convenience.
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CLASSIFICATICH: SECRET

TITIE: 58-A-~3 TIE ¥S=117L PRCGRAM

REFERENCES: ARPA Memorandum to Secretary of the Air Force, deted 28

oy i Y
s

Feoruary 1958, Subject: "Recoanaisssnce Satellites and
Manned Spece Bxploratiorn”.
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Air Receaxch and Development Commaend
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Alr De2lease Cozmend
Alr Fateriel Cammand
#Military Ailr Trensport Command
Air Tredning Camand
Aleglkan Air Cmmaml
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' Departnent ot State
U. S. Information Agency
Iockheed Alrera€t Corporetion
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i. CBJECTIVES

: e et EORRa e Te R R
a., Within the limits of Securif.y, to 1nfom the American public. . ...

(and the world) of the facts and signir:lcance of the Hs-ll'n:.
progran. -

b. To eatsblish sn orderly flow of news concerning wS-ll'ZL

" astivities to proauwte media coversge and speculation favorzble

%o the objectives of this plsan. To discourecge speculation in

the press which world lead to the affixation of labels such as
"BIG BROTEER"” cnd "SPY" 4o the WS-117L progrem.

¢. To shew that the Wo-117I. is 8 most effective wespone system
anG, a8 suchk, is inextricably interwoven la the U. S. weszpens
arzeaal.

4. To advance the proposition thet recconnnigsance mebelliites are
an extension of air powers

—8-5---—



£. Through utilization of military and USIA information ree
sources throughout the world, to contribute to world accept-
ance of President Eisenhower'e Open Skies proposel and to
directly promote the WS-ll7L program es s passive guardian of
werld paace.

2. SITUARION

a. Beckeround

(1) Air Force cognizence of the probability of oxditing
ertificial satellites dates beack to 1946 when the USAF
directed the RAHD Corporation $0 undertske a sthdy to

cioraine the technical feasability of such a progrem.
Tha £irst major breskthrough came in 1953 when the USAF
Scientific Advisory Board reported to the Air Staff thet
high yvield thermonuclear wespors could be produced in
warheads of smail weighte and gizes. Trie technical
breekthrough sccelerated the develomment of the ICEY
program. It followred thet since the propulsion re=
quirement for plecing a satellite in orbit is the same
oréer of megnitude as that reguired for an ICBM, the
achievement of propulsi bul enough to_pu

{1ITBM) progrm was accorded the -
highest priority in the Air Force. In 1955, General
Operaticnel Requirement (QOR) 80 established a Strategic
Recognoissarce Weapons Syntem. The giated opexrational
objective = {0 provide coatinuous surveillence cf pree
selected areas of the earth to determine the status of a - - -
potential enemy's war-meking cspabmty-; e YR S e

(3) ARDC, which had inherited the RARD study program in 1953, .
assigned the satellite project to its Ballistic Missile = =7
Divieion in 1955. The Development Plan for WSell7L weas
aprroved in July 1556 and wes followed shortly by supporte
ing develoment directives. In October 1956, the develope
mert stage of the WS=11lT7L program got uunderwey with the
sward of & contract to Lockheed Aixrcraft Corporation for
develorment end testing of the system.

{L) On 2B Februery 1958, tke newly-created Advenced Research
Prcjects Agency, Deparument of Defense, which had been
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3.

B Ak

rrojects, formally assigned responsibility for the
WS-1l1lTL progrem to the Air Force and ordered the

project accelerated and cerried forward under the highe
est national pricrity in order to attein an initial oper=
aticnal capebility at the earliest possible date.

. ‘The Weaﬁa_s Sysien

(1)

(2)

EECUTION

¥WS-117L consists of a nurber of separate sysiems de=
eigmed to produce coperational reconnaisssnce satellitesg.

2 ineclude the Pioneer visual and Electronle vergions;
Acm:.nced ¥isual and Electronic; and Surveillence Visual,
Thatoared and Electronic versionse Including the Thor end
Atlzs Test Versioms, a total cf 76 satellites will be
lexnched over a si® year period. The test version covers
19 lsunchings, 10 Thor snd 9 Atlast.

The ¥5-11T7L Satellite will ve known as the “Guardian”.

8. Concept

approaches the challenge
program. A revolutionary military develapnent,
is geared to serve the major weapons systems in
tine of wer. In tire of peace, it would detect
preparations for war and no nstion would be free fran
its surveillance. T T TN
(b) The farereaching potential of‘the WS-1l7L program '~ :=<i
as a psychological factor in the cold war demands
optimm preparation to insure the achievement of .
. specific objectives critical to national policy. %
Tavs, an informetion Plan, though cctensibly
directed at informing the Americen public and minie
nizing unwvarranted speculation in the Netion's
press, can prove t0 be of inceleulable value in gete
ting the stege for ths attainmen’ of these objectives.

(e) It is recognized that crucial decisions involved in
caiinizing the psychological import of ihe program
w1lll in come instances be beyord the purview of the
Air Force. But, because of t’ne irpact here and
aoroed whieh must inevitably follcow the controlied



dissemination of officisl rews relating to the pro-
gram, these fectors are consldered in the basic ine
formation plan.

(2) nesing

(3)

{2)

This plan will be implemented in three pamses:
l. Pnase ONE « The Thor Test Version Serles.
2. Phose TWO « The Atlaes Test Version Series.
3. FPkase THREE - The Operational Series.

&+ The Pioneer Verslion

t. The Advanced Versicn

c. Tke Surveillance Version

The General Plen

(=)

(c)

Information generated by this plen embraces two

inter-releted areas:

l. Tke haxd core news of the operation rt.self,
phasizing spod news in reference to preparation
and performance of firing operations.

2. The release of specific information calculated

to support certain objectives listed

during the introdieticn

subsequent PHASES of the program. The absence of plane

ned and reguisr releases will not prevent publicity
oun the project. To the conirary, as in the cese to
date, it nas resulied in much speculation and erron-

eous writing in the press, giving rise to politically ' ... .

unfavorable connotations such as "Big Brother” and
"Spy". It i{s important, therefore, that all’ ‘Feleag-"

es consistently and accurately reflect the objectives

of this plan and that all contacts with the press be--:

administered in a highly professional manner,

Security consideraticas, international politieal
factors and the need to inform the American publie
canbine {o affect the presentstion of this program
to the public. 3Recause of these diverse pressures,
this rvilan calls for a gradual approach %0 the
sccanmplishments of the objectives iisted in Parm. 1.
In FHASE CHE, prizary emphasils will be plsced upon
pesceiul scientific rasearch conducted by the
orbiting satellites in the study of envirommental
conditions and the intricate testing program ine
volved in lasunching and orbiting test vehicles.
FHASE TWO (Atlas stage) will move closer 4o the
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military aspects of the project but will still stress -

gcientific resesrch and test procedures. The successful

orbit of the first PHASE THREE (operatiocal) vehicle
will be exploited to the fullest extent. Exploitation
wlll contimue throughout PBASE TREE. Particular stten=-
tion will be accorded oversees coversge snd maximum.
cooperation will be provided the United States Informa-
tion Agency. Camencing with POASE THREE, obJjectives cof
this plan listed in Paras l.e andl-fvillbeprovided
additional emphasis.

{4) The Thor Test Version Series (PEASE OHE)
(2) General |
1. The Thor test sefles, toteling 10 monthly launchings

i8 gcheduled to begin in November 1958 and will
initiste the accelerated WS<ll7i program.

2. Primary objectives of PHASE ONE are to establish the
premigse that the Thor series 1s . a test phase and to
set the stage for PEASE TWO « the Atlas series of
nine launchings schednled to beg:Ln in June 1959.

search conducted by orbiting satellltes
of environmental conditiongs. This will be ine
cluded in all eppropriate releases, speeches end
intexrviews.

: REe; T o s FEI MY T x.%;“if{r;\r@_i-'“’,
b. Reference to potentiality otthe
itself will be minimized’ : -
avertatbanptwillbemdetodismragasuchre-
porting or press speculation dut: every: effort will
be made to pramote environmental findings &nd re-
search resulic to divert PEASE ONE emphasis.

(v) Speecific

1. e basic press relesses will initiste PHASE ONE and
the general approsch t0 the over-all WSe1l7L informa-
tion program. These releases will be issued on
epuropriate detes selected by the Director of Informn-
tion Services, 0ffice of the Secretary of the Afir
Foree, and approved by the Asst. Secretary of Defense
for Publiic Affairs. They will include:

a. Background and acceleration of the program.




b. Air !’orce—Indnstry 'ream

c. Cooke Test Base

d. Test Fecilities Static Tests (Grourd firing of
rocket enzines)

e, Constructicn of Trecluiis Statvions.

. in o U
Ler onnouisement o relozse will be nEca umiin
ko

2 Ca (52
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G2 LAYEC SUSCCssIR ;..;'1:25 OL ¢ Toor Lect couieh.

Sublect 0 supen“lsion oy the Dixccuor of Informeticn
o~
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: e A
e Al Fm‘ﬁ:r: n wnG Doveloment Couminnd (Teliistie

Iissiles Davisica e“o. “he LAdy Torce Miggiie ‘l’e"*'

Gomber) wiil ceafuedh press cmerwiicns relotive o
fivrings Coing P'...&W I a=¢ II, Zespoasidildey fox
pﬂcs" crerations will be tyvansferred fram ARDC Lo

re Strotsgic Aly Camand in FHASE III An Augpenice
wica Toam, selceted by the Directey of Imformnbica
Szrviess, will supplement the 38D presc wack force
and will be in a positicn, along with necessary
egeirment, three (3) deys prior 4o tha first schods
‘L.l"d. Thor lsunching. Toe Augrertetion Tecn will be

ssizred Lo ARDC end SAC for duty in subsequent
ﬁ:ings a8 necessm'y

procedures este.blished by the Deparlznent‘or De!bnse
Co'.\.m.ge of the first successful leunching will be
2 2dghezer offort endé o3l mecesoary sheps will e
T2iEn U0 Lisuxe reeeosaryy pre~dispesitioning of
infomational resources. Upon cagpletion of the
first successful shot, an evaluation will be made
concerning informational aspects of the operation.
Deficiencies will be noted and appropriate action
taken. : -

€. T2 vescurces of the Ausuentalkion Tesn "111 be
eédresoed privavily $o hemesown relezscs, feature
naterial and those faceis of infoymeticn which
can be developed to fevoredle advenitege for dlse
cemizasion ebroed i conjunetion with the U
oformation Agemcy. Felesszes will imeluds st
.x__n:':c 24 eapbioned piress waleocszs, 1Gm
cileny end anwicon covercge £or televisicon uze,
[~
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8.

ic.

and transparencies for newspaper, periodica.ls
and Sundsy supplement use.

e Emwen releases will idoztvify (1) the test
Tiring lccalz through visusl or eudio mesas;
(2) the mission within the Aix Force freme of
:'efemuccg (3) the imdividvals. o include ore
genication and home edfsess; end. (L) the tosh
ihe :.ndinm.-.@, or iadividnals is pexrdomming.
A1] hreretown releases wili be procgssed as
rapidly o5 capebilities permit 6o tolke full ef-
wonbage of timing.

c. Koy Adr Porce olficers, sclentists cac ‘Mﬂ.r..
ciorsz will b2 oveilable Por kadic interviess.
Pertinent cenned stotemenis, elioag mtn brief
biofﬂ-%.%ies ; will be dlgsemircted ag sppropricita.

Vhsn precticable « Jdepending upor lenghbh of ssiclliiie

oroit and status of tracking facilities - press touss

will be established at gelected traciing stations to
éramatize tracking coverege and highlight the scier-
tific research aspects of the orbiliilng satelliie.

In firing operaticns in which scheduled orbiting
times are to be of such short duration as-to-create
an impression gt .mﬂmmt an{aboru 'operaﬁ ;

it

Should failure ceccur in any of the firings, a
routine concuncemant wili bz mede pramptily, celling
abveention 1o the mext seneduled fiving. Spzeilic
firing dates, howaver, will not be released in ed~
vance.

e

Special fectures, speeches and interviews with
praminent scientists affiliated or knowledgeable -
with the WSl1ll7L program will emphaslze the contri-
bulion 4o seizsntifis research in being by the
soselidte progren in the field of envirommerntel gprec
stadies.

Previding the first Teor Tixing ip sucegesscinl, ths
second Ther firing and the remeinder of the series
Wwill e pley=d it medivm to lovw Loy as the situction
woorants.,

D~ I VI



(5) 'i&le Atlss jTLe‘st Version Series (FPHASE II)

(

a

)

Gensral
3. Tho Atles fest ceries; ochefnled O bezin In

Tane 105 g, will c"nsz_s‘s of nire wonitinlr

1“"“3;.3.&'35’" frca Potrick AFS, Ilovido. Tois
7hase will mun coacurrenily with the lost thres
lornenines of PEASE I.

Primory cojoctive of Faaze IT is o (o) cwgmiete
tae a-m*:.:.c_s Trom the tesdinz dhasce o the
creravicnzl phasz, and (b) to estzbpiish the cone
Toience of wﬁ A..las bocoster 10 project pesvy

losds into Cpacte.

conbiine 1o Do ame
wiil also mers &
the ultimate use of
Eyotan.

Selentific reseayceh wilil
phasized, but this prase
zore defined approach 4o
the WS-117L a3 & weapcus

4

1. Taecre will be no spallecut of the program,

1

penchkzierk will Te ke icousizee of o nationzl
reigace at uae time the Atlas ic z=oved into
place at Patrick AFB, scheduled for April 1959.
This release which will include newspaper, radio .
television and newsreel coverege, will indicate
that the Atlas will boost a far greater weight.
into orbit.

'l'J
D
é c'r

Treec procedures end plamning Dwpicmentetion for
tiae first successful Atias firing will be based
upen the eveluation results of the irnformationsl

cffort accorded the suceessful Thor firing in

TOAST 1.

2. Press releases will differ {rem those 4icsche
:L_ax.c.l in PEASE ¥ ¢ t.ze extent that thoy will
closely odnere to the opjectlives listel in
?r:“a;‘r"'“" {5){()2 evove. 'Pah ogTeph 5,
page T will amply o the gecold suceessiuvl

Aﬂas Tirdng.
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Y. EBxhibits of the satellits prototype will be
pleced in key ecitiec throvghout the United
St\..“ s and FPurope. IAmber of oxhinits snd
lceaticns will be sclected ot & lober dnle
cné gmuouneed to psrticinating ’:c:cies by

HETOICNE ROLCAS2.

3. Sdssoquent Atlee cporciioas in E“l.,:? I will e
v " - ey P N Y f »en
:m.s.ea. in roubine feshion r?i"df Zinirnm of news
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T R e en o aeem A Cenerrand ~n
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i. T2 cperociicncd oovles o6nsisss of the Tiopeor
3 a9 C

vorsicon ard cubitces o totel of 57 satellll
ieunchinges The first lounchirg (Pioneer)

5 schedaled for dMorek 1950. The breackéowm

:,au.s for 1l Sstelliftecs in the Picneer version;
15 Advaneed Versicns; &.d N o:E’ e mos*

l. "-'L ot ‘co the mupervision of the Director of
C-"r-*} cep, Secwvetar of the Alr Foreq;

Lo Tada condact press cparavioms reiative O

firingsdnring?ﬂﬂﬂﬂm. |

2. Xt con be snticipated that the munber of satellitbs
morax“bng&vﬁlbesomwousastomkaaa:b-
ellite lsunchines commonplace. ingofnl: as press :
un;em + is concerned. HNevertheless. coversge of
w2 Jheon lovmening Ln FOASH TIT will be & ndgn

oo Tors, woeouse of the nage of the progron,

oA it ucsesasary sters will be beken to izsare

"“"«"'.S‘:‘J"J.‘G'.‘.CZKI.S of inforcatisoual rasources.

o ahiendise v ..J..l ba ac"on’e:'. oo stotn a

on ‘. :::;:z.r.::: ogperatbion wiil e ﬁff?c:zJQJ.
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lexnohing of the first WS-11T75 operaticacl
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Seershasy of Tz Al Powge, wiils

(a) In coondinchion with the Ass m° Secrotary of
Defenge for Purblic Affsirs acd the Adveaced Research

Projechs A,éency"(m) , momitor the execution of
this x,.a:m and smewlso the issuvance of press Te-

Esteblish Air Force palicy governing all informaticne
al espects of the WS-11TL progran.

Tmde T ln mea ] o R g ,. Y U . e
Lala e T «‘..C‘\.,'u Pmce‘ 26 LN J.bc 2"‘\: &ﬁi-v.l‘:‘ l’&)' .

Detell a mmber of selected officers and aimmen to

form an Augmentstion Team to be assigned to ARDC
(S2allictic Missiles Division) Alr Force Missile
Test Center and SAC oan temporexry duty for the
purpogse of carrying out various aspects of this
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(J) Direct the exhibit placement operation as cited in
Paragraph 3.

(2) ‘'The Air Research and Development Command (EMD, AFMIC) will:

(a) Subject to instructions by the Director of Information
Services, Office of the Secretary aof the Air Force,
conduct press operations relative to satellite vehicle
launchings in PHASE I and II.

(b) Prepare necessary press releases end other informe
ational material as cited in Parasgraphs 4 thra 10

(m?mﬁS)mmh5(paae9)

(3) The Air Defense Cammand, Militery Air Transport Command,
Alr Training Cammand, Alasksn Air Cammand, CINCUBAFE and
| CINAIRC, will:

(a) Upon direction, provide operational and logistical
support to this headquarters, the Strategic Alr

of satellite test vehicles during PHASE I and pro-
vide logistical and adminigtxative support to mem-
bers of the Augmentation Team and m=mbers of

(v)

e. Coordinating Instructiocns

(1) The Director of Information Services, Office of the
Secretary of the Alr Force, will effect close coordi-
nation with the Director, Advanced Research Projects
Agency, Department of Defense mtha implementation of
this plan.

(2) Full coordination will be effected with the U. 8. NHavy,
Point Magu on ectivities employing the Point Magu Range.

(3) Provision will be made to assure that the spirit and
insofar as applicable, the texms of Assistant Secretary
of Defense Murray Snyder's 1 March 1958 Memorandum for

[T PR R . ey

CE ETEEGT N LT e R BTN AT




(¥

~ the Secretaries of the Amuy, Bavy and Air Force, subject:
"Procedure for Prese Coverage of Firings at the Missile

Test Center, Cape Cenaveral, Floxids,” be followed.
Credit in press releesses will ve gilven 40 prime and sub-
contractors, cocperating on the WS~-1l7L progrem, whenever
practicable. This plan will ve fully ccordirated with
Lockheed Aireraft Corporation, which, as prime contractor
hes the responsibility of providing press and informationel
assistapnce to implementing egencies.

L. ADMTNISTRATION

3. Security

The provisions of AFR 205-1 epply.

Procedures normally in effect in conjuncltion with public
information activities will apply to all individual
actions taken in the implementation of this plan.

The general nature of information to be protected is:

B2 YA

- SRR 3B ML

(&)

5

(d) Data gathering effectiveness of the systan.

Irolcmentation of this pisn will be monitored by an Alr
Force Security Review project officer wno will provide

mmmmwmmmmﬁm
mmmsmr." ’ : e

Direct comamications vith tiris headgarters S EITA eI

PR TE CHIEF OF STAFF:

ARNO H. ILUEIMAR
Mejor General, USAF
Director of Informtticn Service
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