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21 August 1964

| MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Science and Technology

SUBJECT : CORONA Mission 1005 incident: Reposts Thereon

1 am returning herewith your reports oa the CORONA Mission
i 1005 incident with the suggestion that this rather formidabls package,
which 1 have read in full, cmuhbdhdﬂmhtoabuttvepmlfax
the DDQI and DCL Except for your recoras, 1 see little purposs in
burdeniag the DCI with a chronologieal account of the discovery of the
upcuhwmm-cwld'hwludhaocnuuoawo. Attach-
ment A, which, again, is a summary chromslogy, ceuld also be boiled

_ down; but I note, for exampls, that i fails to give any comment eu why

: ﬁumdlchdknpuctnﬂvu:tl!.‘ﬂvuhmmm’utuuwu

{

, considerabls assistance to give the whereabouts in geographical namses

1 uvouuhﬂudnudlmgluhmnutdumn&m.bu.

; mmmdmdouuﬁmuw!mmhgwdututmd
! attention at this level, por do the raw caliles serve much purpose. In

; summary, rather than burdeaing sealor officials whose time is limited

i and who are exceedingly busy with docements of this nature, I would urge
} brief summaries with the pertinent facts. o

; .
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. - Executivs Director
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT: CORONA Mission 1005 Incident

1. This memorandum is for information only.

2. CORONA mission 1005 was lsunched on 27 April into
orbit. Recovery attempts commencing 2 May were unsuccessful.
Attached hereto is a chromology of operational reporting
received on this mission.

3. On 5 August, OSA received word from its security
repreaentative at the Air Force QIR Center,
Los Angeles, California, that a satellite capsule had been
reported as coming down near the Venezuelan-Columbia border.
The sctions taken by OSA upon receipt of this information are
detailed in a separate attashment.

4. As & result of the investigation made by OSA in
conjunction with Caracas station and the Embassy Attache
office there, the following facts are noted:

1 August - First word received by Caracas Army Attache
office of finding of a capsule at La Fria,
500 miles southwest of Caracas in a remote
region of the Andes.

3 August Reconfirmation of capsule finding made by

telephone call to Caracas Embassy.

Representatives of the Embassy viewed capsule

at San Cristobal tc which it had been moved ;
by political police. First press stcries !
appeared.

4 August

5 August

Capsule flown by host government to Caracas.

6 August _ capgule held by Minister of Defense, Venezuela.

10 August
CORONA HANDLE VI A%
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8 August

10 August

12 August

6 August
12 August

—Sacaas- L
CORONA

Team from Headquarters arrived at Caracas
consisting of a security officer and a
technical officer from the 0OSA staff, and
& technical officer from NRO.

Capsule turned over to Embassy, examined and
reports made by the Headquarters team. Copies
of pertinent cables on technical and security
aspects attached.

Security officer scheduled to return capsule
to Vest Coast.

For the record, 1t should be noted that on
Thursday, 6 August, a request was made by CIA
to the NRO to convene s meeting of the
Interdepartmental Contingency Planning Committee
to assess the problem, coordinate procedures,
and assign responsibility for responding to
wmmmmummtnm. This
mmdmmumnu
contingency p prepared and agreed to
all saterested agencies aad availadle ia tug
files to cope with a situation such ag did oecur.

During the period from 6 August to 12 August,
&t least 2 half dozen additional requests were
made to NRO to convene the committee; they were
all unsucceasful .

As a result of this lack of coordination and
failure to agree on a single course of action,
the State Department inadvertently dispatched
& cable instructing the Embassy in Caracas to
acquire the capsule and return it to NASA
Headquarters in Washington. This directly
contravened the instructions to the CIA/NRO
team already on the scene and prepared to
return the capsule to LMSC on the West Coast,
The erroneous instructions subsequently had
to be retracted.

In our opinion, the confusion, conflicting
instructions and delays in accomplishing our
objectives could have been avoided if the
Contingency Planning Committee had been convened
in accordance with the existing agreed policy

procedures.
~-SBEREP~ CONTROL C
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5. Capsule was seen by a large number of Venezuelans,
including officials from military police, G-2, Minister of
Defense. Photos were taken by host government as well as
commercial photographer, and a local hewspeper. It is believed
that a capsule transmitter which had borne 'Secret" markings
was removed by host government and retained by it. It must be
assumed that due to close visual observation a number of people
are aware that this was a reconnaissance vehicle of some sort.

6. The OSA team is returning to Headquarters as soon as
possible. A list of further inquiries have been left with the
Embassy Attache office, answers to which will be forwarded
through Agency channels.

7. The ICPC is being convened Friday to consider various
actions to be taken, among them an assessment of the effect of
the exposure, and the preparation of a suitable reply to the
Venezuelan Minister of Defense. Caracas station has also
requested advance information on any release that might be
issued.

8. The following sttachments &r'e provided for background:

8. A summary chronology of signifieant operations
reporting during mission 10085.

b. A summary comments regarding reentry of the
capsule,

C. A list of items aissing from the capsule about
which the Attache office in Caracas will make inguiries.

d. A chronology of action taken by O8A security staff
from receipt of knowledge of the incident to the time a
team was dispatched to Caracas to investigate.

e. Coples of cabled reports made by the Headquarters
tean.

9. A comprehensive report is being developed and will be
available upon the completion of our investigation.

T A tiaay,

FPUQLBERT D. WHEELON
" Deputy Director

for
Science and Technolo
Atts: As Stated CORONA HANDLE vriy-
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SUMMARY CHRONOLOGY SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS REPORTING DURING
MISSION =1005

1964

27 April: CORONA/J Mission #1005 launched and an orbit verified.

£

b. 28 April: (1) Telemetry indicates that neither main camera
window doors ejected, precluding photography.
ilost probable cause: loss of partial pyro bus
bpower at separation.
(2) (a) On pass =9 indications from telemetry that
slave camera film movement ceased at 350
cycles. This camera was Placed in off mode E :
to prevent damage to the system.
(b) The main camera operation: normal.
(3) Vehicle condition normal.
c. 29 April: Telemetry data evaluation available indicates that
an "electrical open" has occurred in Pyro distribution
plug as result of short occurring elsewhere.
Significance:
(1) No power has been Or can be applied to pyros
that eject cuumcra doors.
{(2) High possibility that normal recovery canno: be
accomplished because of requirement for Pyro

power to accomplish certain recovery events.
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29 April:

1

N

2

20

May:

May:

May -
May:

AR .
.ua} .

Decision made to attempt to recover first capsule on
pass 549.

Recovery attempt made on pass %49 with negative
results, i.e¢. no indication of separation of first
capsule.

Recovery attempt made on pass =64, with no indication

L)

oI separatiocn o capsule. Decided that operational
rission is considered terminated. The orbiting
venicle, henceforth will be used for further iazilure

analysis and to cxercise the deactivate/reactivate

capability.

79, 95, 110, 112, 119, 126, 142, 174, 221, 246. 269,
271, 285, 28s, 319, 3033, 333, 340, 342, 347, 349, 336,
359, 363, and 365. No further attempt_to éommand the
vehicle was attempted.

An Air Force message from the Satellite Control
Center, Sunnyvalce, California, reported that Mission
iOOS (labeled spice track object #796) is prcdicted
Lo reentry, basce upon an assumed tumbling concition
arag factor, cou puss 450, 26 May, plus or minus 3

passcs.

[
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25 May:

w.—dv-zdn

An Air Force message from the Satellite Control Center,
Sunnyvale, California, reported that Mission =1005
(space track object #796) is predicted to reenter on
pass #<52, ascending, on 26 May at 04112 (confidence
bracket time 03302 to 0430Z) and impact in area 23.6XN

and 70.3W.

'\,‘__.:34;_.!



SUMMARY COMMENTS OF MISSION 1005 RE-ENTRY

1. CORONA/J Mission #1005, according to spacevtrack
reporting provided by the Satellite Control Center, Sunnyvale,
California, decayed and entered the atmosphere on pass #452,
26 May.

a. At 0406Z a sighting from Maracaibo, Venezuela,

reportedly observed five incendiary objects.

b. At 0413Z, the Moorestown, New Jersey, Spadats

Station reported radar sightings of small residual

objects on azimuth of 130 degrees at 2-8 dégrees eleva-~ :
v vas e

IS}

N e e

tion.

c. Dew Line reported three radar "hits", object

size unknown.

2. Due to a malfunction in Mission #1005, noted in e
attachment #<, recovery of the first capsule was attempted
numerous times with no separation of the capsule effected. e
Recovery of a major portion of the first capsule from the
Venezuelan Ministry of Defense leads to a conclusion that
Mission #1005, normally decayed in orbit on pass #452, broke
up on descent and impacted at least a capsule in Venezuela.

The evidence thus far appears to indicate that the capsule

-SEORET
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did not deploy a parachute, but survived, though badly damaged,
a free fall impact to earth. No evidence is available thus

far concerning the impact area and-fate of thé second capsule
and vehicle. Normally it has been assumed that Mission
thicles probably burn up and disintegrate upon decay and
re-entry into the earth's atmosphere. It is probable that

the ablative shield, which remained on the capsule during

descent, protected the capsule and helped it survive re-entry.
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CHRONOLOGY OF OSA ACTIONS PURSUANT TO

KNOWLEDGE OF A DOWNED "C" VEHICLE

IN SOUTH AMERICA

5 August 1964

Between 1200 and 1300 hours a telephone call was

received by Security Staff, OSA, from
= Security Representative to (IR

asked whether Headquarters
was aware that remains of a satellite vehicle had been
found in South America. answered in the negative
whereupon advised hearing of this by way of a
morning staff meeting at Details were lacking.
At this point, due to phone trouble, (IR v-s
disconnected and Security Staff, O0SA, couldn't imme-
diately recontact him. Immediately, the Security Staff,
0SA, contacted persons in OSA includingw
Acting Deputy Assistant Director, OSA, and Mr. John
Parangosky, Deputy for Technology, OSA, who might have
knowledge of the matter. They had no information.

When Security Staff, OSA, regained contact with
the latter stated his belief that information
on the vehicle was available at offices of Colonel Worth-
man and (R in NRO Staff. (R iclt that
the possible launch involved was within the past six
weeks. (Later checks by Security Staff, OSA, revealed
that OSA had recovered everything launched in these six

weeks.) The Deputy for Technology, OSA was in on the
second conversation withﬂ

Security Staff, OSA, checked with
Special Assistant for Liaison, OSA, and found that the
subject of a downed vehcile was brought up by
dat the DCI staff conference on 5 August where a
Reuters dispatch on the subject was read.

At approximately 1430- Deputy Chief,
Security Staff, OSA, phoned Security Officer,
NRO, and queried him regarding the vehicle and any infor-
mation pertaining to the matter. said that a
message had come into the Pentagon (NRO Staff) the pre-
ceding day (4 August) which indicated that a U. S. satellite
had landed in Venezuela about two weeks earlier. A copy
of the message to which referred is attached.

indicated that reports of this type are not
uncommon (one every two or three months) and this one at

SEoRtF

-




WhawWiilkd

first was discounted, Later, said QU they received
information that caused them some concern (possibly Reuters
dispatch).

GR callcd back and indicated that, according to
Gene Kiefer, Mr. McCone had brought up the topic at a USIB

landing of the vehicle, Security Staff, OSA, reported to
the Executive Officer, DD/S&T, the Possibility of a downed

DOD vehicle ip Venezuela, The same information was
reported to Acting Deputy Assistant
Director, Deputy Director of Secu-
rity and Chief, Special Securit Center,
The Chief, Specia]l Security Center, related that

had advised that morning that there was a pPossibility of
a4 venicle down ip Venezuela,

It was later learned by Security Staff, OSA, that Tt
had left three copies at the SSC of the original

IA dated 4 August, Learning this, the Security

Staff, OSA, acquired one of the copies of this message and

had it shown to Deputy for Technology, OSA; Assistant

Also complete information wasg given by phone to the Execu-
tive Officer, DD/S&T, and the Deputy Director of Security,

called again to relate that he had Just gotten
the information that a new organization called TIP had been
organized at NORAD last month for the purpose of Pinpoint-
ing direction and impact location of "garbage" re-entering
the atmosphere. These people were Practicing in May and
had stated that a Piece of Something had re-entered on
23 May and landed in almost the Same spot as the Present
discovery. This information was given to Executive Officer,
DD/S&T, Deputy Director of Security, Assistant Director,
0SA, and Deputy for Technology, 08sA.

At approximately 1730 CHENNR c211cq and gave Secy-
rity Staff, 084, information that he had another message,




® o

this one from an attache in Caracas, Venezuela, stating
that the attache had possession of one fragment of a
space vehicle and had photographed another that was in
the possession of a local newspaper. A local business
man was quoted as saying it had landed two weeks before.
A pilot and co-pilot of a civilian photomapping service
were quoted as saying that, according to natives, it landed
24 November 1963, also pointed out that

Air Force Intelligence, had asked for a word
description of the vehicle.

Above was relayed to the Executive Officer, DD/S&T;
Deputy Director of Security; Assistant Director, OSA;
and the Special Assistant for Liaison, OSA.

6 August 1964

The Security Staff, OSA, received a call from
at approximately 0830 stating that he had a message strongly
indicating that downed capsule was DOD's. said

he was sending message to OSA.

The information was relayed to EXO, DD/S&T; ~ DDS;
D/TECH/0SA, AD/OSA, and SAL/OSA.

Immediately upon receipt of the message at 1110, Secu-
rity Staff, OSA, called , Manager, LMSC/AP
facility and gave him the identifying data for the downed
vehicle with the request that he determine if the equipment
could be related to any of our vehicles. At—this time,
Security Staff, OSA, put DCI and DDCI on distribution for
alltraffic on this incident. Within a half hour verifica-
tion was received from that the downed vehicle
was J-8. This was subsequently identified as the "A"
Buckett of Mission 1005, launched on 27 April with the
first recovery attempt made on 1 May on the 49th revolution.
This recovery effort failed. (R v2s requested to
verify this information by cable.

Above information immediately given via phone by Secu-
rity Staff, OSA, to AD/OSA, SAL/OSA, EXO, DD/S&T, DD Security,
chief, SSC andGNENNERi NRO.

~SEEREF
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In talking to (MR permission of the NRO was solicited
and later received to put all message traffic to and from
Caracas regarding this problem in CIA channels for reasons

of security and expeditious handling.

Another call was then made to the Executive Officer,
DD/S&T, suggesting that we prepare a message to Chief of
Station, Caracas, telling him what he had in his area,
and asking for his help, and asking him to put messages
on this subject in the O0SA channel. EXO, DD/S&T, asked
Security Staff, OSA, to prepare the message and coordinate
with him,

At approximately 1030 when it was discovered by Secu-
rity Staff, OSA, that there had been further news articles
in addition to the Reuters dispatch, it was recommended to
that he recommend to the NRO a meeting of the
ICPC group to discuss the security and cover ramifications
of the incident. later advised that he had made
recommendation to who made same to
Dr. McMillan. Dr. McMillan .reportedly decided not to call
such a meeting then, since Mr. McCone had stated the pre-
ceding day in a USIB meeting that he would send a technical
team upon receipt of more information.

At approximately 140 called Security Staff, ;
OSA, to say that had suggested that even :
though Dr. McMillan was not going to call a meeting of the

contingency group that maybe a meeting should be called
of lower level personnel to decide what had to be done. ___— ‘

Security Staff, OSA, reminded (NNNEER that Dr. McMillan

was the one who had the responsibility to call the meeting;

and if someone was to have a meeting, OSA had its candidate i
to attend: (R Srecial Assistant for Liaison, OSA. '

later called and left a message for Security
Staff, OSA, asking, '"Were we going to have a meeting."
This call was later returned and as told by
Security Staff, OSA, that if they called a meeting we would
send a representative.

At approximately 1530 a message to Chief of Station,
Caracas, giving the latter instructions was prepared by
Security Staff, OSA, and coordinated with Deputy for Techno-
logy, OSA, and Acting Deputy Assistant Director, OSA, and

~SEGREF
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was handcarried to the Executive Officer, DD/S&T, where
it was left for his coordination and release.

At 1900 the Assistant Director of OSA attempted to
call the DD/S&T and the EXO, DD/S&T, and found them
unavailable.

At approximately 1815 Deputy Chief, Security Staff,
OSA, received a call from the EXO, DD/S&T, stating that
there were more ramifications (political) to the problem,
and the DD/S&T had indicated that he wasn't going to sign
the message that night.

The Deputy Chief, Security Staff, OSA, upon hearing
of the return of the Assistant Director, OSA, went to him
and pointed out the problem and urgency of the situation
in light of press interest and non-witting people in
Caracas,

In the interim at approximately 1500 Security Staff,
OSA, requested Chief, Commo, OSA, to prepare a pilot mes-
sage to the Commo people in Caracas, and to the Chief of ~———_
Station outlining the commo procedures for handling CORONA
traffic. This message went out at approximately 1600.

7 August 1964

At approximately 1000 the Executive Officer, DD/S&T,
called Security Staff, OSA, and requested that a team be
selected to include a technical man from OSA and the
technical man from NRO who had been previously identified
and a Security man from OSA who had previously been identi-
fied. The Deputy Chief, Security Staff, OSA, was asked
to rewrite the message to Chief of Station, Caracas, to
include the team members by name. The Executive Officer
asked that the new draft be sent to him for coordination.

The new message was prepared and coordinated in OSA
with the Deputy for Technology and the Special Assistant
for Liaison, and the Executive Officer, DD/S&T, at appro-
ximately 1200. The latter coordinated, and it was sent
to the Security Officer, DD/P, at approximately 1245,

ol
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It was returned to OSA at approximately 1600 after going
to the DD/P office who sent it to the Deputy Chief/WH.
It was immediately released in OSA and went out at 1625.
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G PAGE 740

PRESUMABLY LARGE NUMBEZR OF HATIVES AND HOST GOVT QFFICIALS FROMN
MILPGL, ARMY G-2, MIN OF DEFENSE, ET AL.

4., HAVE BEEN ACVISED THAT ALL LEVELS COF GOVT HERE HEAVILY
P;NETRATED BY CP AND THAT IT GOOD PROBABILITY THAT PHOTGS AND REPORTS.
RE CAPSULE IN POSSESSION OF HOST GOVT sSUsJ TC INSPECTION OR APPRO-
PRIATICON.

5. MUST THEREFORZ CONCLUDE THAT:

Ae PHOTOS AND VISUAL INSPECTION OF CAPSULc REMAINS WILL
CONFIRM US PARTICIPATION InN SATELLITz PHOTO RECON EFFORTY.

B. ACCESS TO THE EQUIPMENT AND PRCTOS WOULD PROBABLY ALLOW
AN ASTUTE TECHNICAL OBSERVER TO DETERMINE THE TECHNIQUES EHPLOYED
FOR RECOVERY, PARTICULARLY THE FACT TnAT THE CAMERA SYSTEM IS A
SEPARATE ITEWM WHICH MNAY OR HAY NOT BE RECOVERED INDEPENDENTLY.

Co POSSIBILITY THAT WITH INFORHATION AVAILABLE HERE IN
PUSLIC DOHAIN RE POINT OF IMPACT AWL TIME OF ENTRY COMPOSED TO KNOUN
LAUNCH SCHEDULE AND ORDITS, A DEDUCTION COULD BE MADEZ AS TC
WHERE AND WHEN THIS VEHICLE HAD BEEM LAUNCHED.

END OF hSG
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PART I3

1 AUGUST 1564:

(&)

AUGUST

— A>ST ARnY ATTACHE ReC'D TEL CALL FROH.

COuimERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHER, SAN CRISTOsAL,
ADVISING TnAT A HPACE CAPSULE WAS FOUND AT A POINT 12 XILO

MZTERS FRON LA FRIA. R STATED TnAT O5JECT HAD MARKINGS

OF " U. bo" AND - bECREI" [

Ow RECEIPT OF A 5:C0aD ToLiPAGWE CALL OK sONDAY FROM-

WnlCH wITn FURTHER cCLABORATION TEnNDZD TO CONFIRNS Thi AUTHEN .

TICITY OF Thi DISCOVERY NOTIFIED THE ACTING

AIx ATTACHZ, WHO ENDzAVORED TO

FROCURE Ar

AIRCRAFTs TnE AIR ATTACnZ WITn AIRCRAFT WAS ABSENT ON ANOTHER

NEANANIICTIAL QU ATLIRR U AL SUE 1881 1INMA ARRISE It DDNAITEN nrvw Na.
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fiSde LA FRIA IS APPROX 5028 MILES 5S¢ OF CARACAS IN & REMOTE

REGION OF THE ANDES. INFORMATION WAS REC°D BY EMBASSY SOURCES
THAT A VENEZUELAN PILOT — EMPLOYED BY
A COMMERCIAL AE BIAL WAPPING SERVICE HAD RETURNED FROM LA FRIA
WITH THE CAPSULE. TRIS WAS SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND TO BZ UNTRUE.
-No—amozwoaso 10 contact (R
WITHOUT SUCCESS. ASCERTAINED, HOWEVER, THAT CAPSULE NOT
RETURNED TO CARACAS.

4 AUGUST 1964:

-courncrao HO STATED HE AND HIS CREW, -

-AND HAD VIEWED THE CAPSULE AT LA FRIA.

ue propucep a FraauenT wazch was aIven To {[ NN
U -cconpenien sY [ r-ev o s Frin.

CONTACT WAS MADE VITH DE DIGEPOL (POLITICAL POLICE) WHO ADVISED
e
THAT THE CAPSULE HAD BEEN SENT TO SAN CRISTOBAL TO THE LOCAL
ARiAY HQTRS. THE CAPSULE WAS VIEWED THERE AND NEGOTIATIONS
CONDUCTED TO RELEASE THE CAPSULE ro- DELAYS WERE

ENCOUNTERED REQUIRING- AND‘O REMAIN

OVERWITE.

5 AUGUST 1964:
W s ~ovisto Y THE LOCAL VENEZUELAN ARMY COMDR
THAT HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO SEND THE CAPSULE TO G-2,
ARMY HQTRS, CARACAS. A VENEZUELAN AIRCRAFT FLEW THE CAPSULE

TO CARACAS THAT AFTERNOON AND- -RETURNED

IN THEIR AIRCRAFT,
Ly e
Ma. Ny



6 AUGUST:

DURING PERIOD 4-5 AUGUST LOCAL PRESS CONTACTED EMBASSY
OFFICIALS FOR COWMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF OBJECT AS BEZTNG U.S.
NEWSPAPERS CARRYING THE STORY VARIED IN COVERAGE FROM MODERATE
TO LENGTHY., SOME ACCONPANIED BY PHOTOGRAPHS. GUARDED

ORAL COMMENTS WERE HADE BY EMBASSYe — CHARG:E'

D° AFFAIRES INFORMALLY INQUIRED OF THE HOST GOVT FOR RETUA

OF THE CAPSULE. HE WAS PROMISED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO
DIFFICULTY AND THAT RETURN WOULD PROBABLY BE MADE ON FRIDAY.
19643 |

EMBASSY SOURCES INFORMED THAT THE HNISTER OF DEFENSE HAD
ORDERED THE ARMY TO TRANSFER THE CAPSULE TO HIS OFFICE PENDING
FINAL DISPOSITION. .IT RENAINED WITH THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE
UNTIL 10 AUGUST.

7 AUGUST 1964:

ZMBASSY ADVISED THAT CAPSULE WOULD BE RETURNED ON !@ AUGUST.

— AIR ATTACHE, WHO HAD BEEN MAKING PREVIOUS EFFORT

TO RETRIEVE THE CAPSULE WAS DESIGNATED OFFICIAL RECIPIENT.

8 AUGUST 1964:

S AUGUST

HQTRS TEAM ARRIVED CARACAS AND RECEIVED INITIAL STATUS RPT

1964

HQTRS TEAH CONFERRED wnu-— AND-

-AND REVIEVED SITUATION. PHOTOS WERE VIEWED, NEWS ACCT

L]

ASSESSED, AND PLANS FORMULATED.

13 AlIGUST 1964 ar

W [
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— PAGE FOUR
xatrs TEAM coNFERRED vITH{§ c#erce o* arFatrs anp Br1FeD

HIM ON PROGRAW AND INFORMATION RELATED TO INCIDENT. ASSESS-

MENT RPTS PREPARED AND PASSED TO HQTRS. CAPSULE WAS TURNED

OVER ro— AND RETURNED TO EMBASSY IN LATE AFTER-

NOON. AND A PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION NADE.

IT WAS IMHEDIATELY NOTED THAT THE TRANSMITTER PREVICULSLY

IDENTIFIED IN PHOTOS OF CAPSULE AND WHICH HAD BORNE " SECRET®

MARKINGS WAS WISSING AND BELIEVED TO BE RETAINED BY KOST GOVT.
11 AUGUST 19643

CAPSULE PERPARED FOR SHIPMENT. FOLLOW-UP PLANS DISCUSSED WITH

PART 1I1I:

THE FOLLOWING FOREIGN NATIONALS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS HAVING HAD

ACCESS TO THE CAPSULE:
= COLUMBIAN CITIZEN- CONMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPKER-

SAN CRISTOBAL

VENEZUELAN CITIZEN-PILOT-AERIAL M&PPING
SERVICE
VENEZUELAN‘CITIZEN°CO-PILOT-AERIAL MAPPING SERVIC

VENEZUELAN CITIZEN-CREW MEMBER- AERIAL MAPPING SERVICE
AGE 14-FARMER-LA FRIA

AGE 4B-F ARMER LA FRIA

FARMER-LA FRIA

COLUMBIAN cnxzsu-mmr--&ssmzm
@ GUARANITO

) L -~ &l




/\
S—E——R—i—T-
- AND —szuivwro BE RESIDENTS OF LA FRIA.
PART III:

FYI: OnN FINDING TRE CAPSULE IT IS REPORTZD THAT THE NATIVES VWERE

ATTRACTED BY THE GOLD SURFACE OF Thi CAPSULE AND PILFERRED THE CONTENTS
IN SEARCH OF GOLD. THE GOLD TEST DISCS WERE APPARENTLY FOUND AND TH:S3
ENCOURAGED THEM IN TnZIR EFFORTS TO HACK AT THE CAPSULE. OPINION HERL
HOWEVER THAT MOST OF DAMAGE CAUSED BY IMPACT RATHER THAN BY NATIVE
ECTIONS.

END OF HSG

\s" » A'iqP-:

FRARR P S adr IS



s
aq
=
|
h]
3
"
1
2
¥
N
h)
hid
a
-
)
3

TR WA WML AT ) Ak A o w0 - -

d

. Chald o s Mo AGE 3 RO ING
' i 5
DATE 237422 9 AG 64 . W 2 1o
* ’ 3 mnm
4 112
e T s e e — § J‘a .
- oY 1Ty 5 S 14 ‘
T DIRECTOR ROUTIN ! 17T §i< 5
FROM CarACAS ] o i-,.i—z—_-——-——-—w—________:— "-'—-__"'z-_--____’-—-—-7
3 t
ACTION: £ & PRIORITY |
P 5 : it -
INFO & g T
Ki |
TOR 22437 35 &' 54 8 i
o) A
Ush: =150
=== e e e

70 PR‘IO?ITY- 2iFo
— CORDNA SECUR
SUZJTCT: SITUATION RIPORT 4 /

1. CN ARRIVAL-P.ECD INL AL SRIZFING OR EVENTS FROM COS. THIS
FOLLOWZID 3Y MORI DSTAILED ACCOUNT ON AUGUST TOGETHMER WITH
CONFERENCE WITH AIS ATTACHS AND ASST ARMY ATTACHE. HAVE RECD
BNESIT OF VIZWING AVATLABLE NZWS COVIRAGE AND PHOTOS OF
VIYICLT,

Fe INCIORAT HAS BIZV SUBJICT 07 COVERAGI IN GOTH Shy CRISTCsAL
AND CARATAS. NIWS ACCOUNT IN SAN CRISTUBAL PAPER 3EFORTEDLY
AGCOXPAIIZI 2Y PHCTOS OF CAPSULE. SaN CRISTOSAL IS PROVINCIAL
HEW PAPIR i INTIRIOA VENTZUTL:. STOPIZ5 3IGAN APPEARANCE ON. 2 AUGUST
THROUGH 5 AUCUST. "SUSPAPIR REZP20345T(an of PHOTOS RIPCRTED
TO 3% POCR OF 2WALITY AND LaAGKING Iv dETap HOYZVIR PRINTS OF
PAGTO %8% I3 ®0S53SS10Y 4TTACHT viay cLrag, CARACAS PRISS CARSIZD
INT PUITOS2APY OF TIST 01S¥ 3ELIZVE, Ty oo GOLD WAFER.

S+ CONTINT OF NZIWS ACCOUNTS INDTnpT: 5TIRY CARRIED
HIGH IN MTyS

S._F_G_ﬂ._+_‘ downgracon ewd
. - decioriihetion

eSS Acrimamimis mts il ot wei 8843 Mae e INAL L1 sulb b mpe g Lol Yl BT XL F T ~oo A




WORTHINESS BUT LESS THaN SENSAT IONAL. AFTER INITIAL PUBLICITY,

NEV VALUE CONSIDERABLY LESSENED aND NO MENTION IN PAPER SINCE

> AUGUST. THERE HAS BEEN NO ATTEMPT TO SUFPRESS NEWS RY STAFF HERE,
LOCAL RADIO STATION COVERED EVENT N SIMILAR MANNER. THE MOST CoM-
PREHENSIVE STORY APPEARED IN THE "EL NACIONAL"

DTD 4 AuGUST. IT STATED THAT THE VEHICLE CONTAINED FILM Bur
NO REFERENCE MaDE TO COonNECT WITH RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT TONE oF ARTIC
INFERRED THAT VEHICLE was TYPE UsSED FOR SPACE TESTs,

4. OPINION HERE THAT INcCIDENT CLOSED PUBLICLY WITH oNLY PossigLe —- -

RENEWAL OF INTEREST OCCURING WHEN CAPSULE RETURNED BY MINISTRY oF
DEFENSE TO AIR ATTACHE. THIS Now EXPECTED TO BE ip AUGUST.‘MATTER
BEING HANDLED "IN LOCAL BY WITTING STAFF HERE AND NO ADDITIONAL
PUBLICITY EXPECTED. NO EVIDENCE THAT INCIDENT HAS BEEN EXPLOITED
POLITICALLY BY LOCAL CP OR HAS INITIATED UNDUE INTEREST OF sov
BLOC REPS CARA. .

5. RECOMMEND THAT SUITABLE EXPLANATION BE PROVIDED FOR TRANSMISSION

TO HOST MINISTER OF DEFENSE. STAFF HERE INDICATING IGNORANCE OF |
VEHICLES PURPOSE PEND ING COMPLETE-EXAMINATION;

§. NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS AND PHOTOS wILL BE FORVARDED SOONEST.

CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS NOW IN PREPARATION AND WILL
FOLLOW.

END OF Msg
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SY3TEN,
7o BUCKET BADLY DEFORMED, CLOSELY FITTING ONE FULL SPOIL
(OTHER SPOOL ALMOST ENMPTY). IS LOW FILLING EXPECTED FROM T/M
TERTEY
€o £7T PARACHUTZ COVER FRAHME APPEARS IN PHOTOGRAPKS OF CAPSULE
PARTS.
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REPORT a8l 3

1o A0S FORTIONe OF 3YsTeEn APPEAR TO DE PRESEN

[

2. S/1 CASSETTE In BUCKET.

3. I4PACT FORCE CRUSHED BUCKET- AXIAL DINENSION ASOUT TWO ThIRDS
CRIGLNAL. P4RACHUTE COVER APPARENTLY 5ROKEN BY DRIVING SPOGLS
AGAInsT IT. Owg 3POOL LIGRTLY LOAUZD™AT InPACT, OTHLik ALMOST FLL..
4T TU DIS3EaBLE SPU3L “LAWGES TWISTED AGD binT, 7n0-
ohazih Y L Le0sT ALL FILvi peYOND SALVAGE.

4 S0ai InT:ZRWAL ELZCTROWIC PACKAGE DANAGED BY FORCISL: £uTiv S

P )\-:T.\ ':/I:“ITL:'. In S0uc PAOTSS IS wISSING. Wi DO NOT Finl 1osus
LA 5; "D 0We ~LED IS EXTKRmELY CRITICAL, RAPRESENTATICH CCULD
‘e o TS 20V, |

Te oL lelTe (9T AVAILéSLE NCw e IT Is AT San CRISTOBAL OR-La viile.
eswn wlU wAnE ZFFORT TO REICLAIN UNLESS NEED IS CONSIDARED MAND AT(.-Y.

7. FOLLOWIWG QUzSTIOwsS AAV: breN GIVEN TO ATTACHE FOR FOLLGY

-
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S e L

I0nNS NEXT WelKe

1

U2 INVESTIGA
fe WAS A COVER OVER PARACHUTE AT TIME OF DISCOVERY
2. ANY SIGN OF A CONE OR ROCKET iiOTOR.
COnNE GREENISH WMAGNESIUrM SHEET METAL COnNz WITH MANY HOLES
ABCOUT 28 IN-22IN BASE DIA, 12 IN HIGH AND ABOUT BiN DIA

HCLE In TOP FACE.

HOTOR STZEL CASE, ABOUT SIN DIA, SPHERICAL £nD, AWD -

$0ZZLE On OPPOSITE ZaDe STzEL.
5. wAS 1HE SECTION OF PLASTIC SHELL FOUSD (361t DIA BY
19 IN LOWG:, THE O#LY PART FOUND. IS THERE ANY SIGN OF THE
RESIDUE, WHiCA #®IGHT HAVE THE FORN OF A& HEMISPHERICAL DISH.
4., 1S THE PARACHUTE BURNED OR CHARRED AT ALL.
5. WAS METAL BUCKET DENTED AS NOW AT TIME OF DISCOVERY;

FOW HUCh OF THE DENTING A“D FORMING WAS DCNE DURING THE APTEMPTS T0
[AVISTIGATE.
S. WHAT IS CHARACTERISTICS OF THE vséﬂ?:on AND SOIL AT
POINT OF INPACT. ANY INDICATION OF STRIXING TREES OR
SHRUSS SEFORF HITTING GROUND. HOW DEEP DID IT PENETRATE THE
GROUAD. AdY SIGN CF KEATING OF GROUND BY OBJECT.
4. ysaT WAS POSITION OF CAPSULE ON DISCOVERY
. D3I _on OTHERS HAVE ANY SERIAL PHOTOS OF LOCALE
C7 SIill.
S. w4InI IS CAPSULE WERE CCINS FOUND.
6. PARACHUTE COVER EJECTION EAPLOSIVE PISTONS MAD NOT BEEW FIRED.
S, ®G SIGW OF THRUST CONE OR §}RO—R0CK£T.
1Z. NO SIGN OF EZXCESS HEATING ON PARACHUTE COVER.
END OF NESSAGE
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70 LHFO
CORCwA >CCUR

REPCRT R 4 » FINAL TWA TECh RLPORT.
le ALL REICOVERED WATERIAL PACKED. AFT RING OF ABLATOR SAUN IN
BALF FOR PACKING. '

2. SdALL PIECE OF DAMAGED FILN (REMOVED oY _ RETAINED »
FOR DELIVERY TO WDQTRs. T
3. ADVISE WEsT COAST TO SHIP ALL FILk, INCLUDING PACKAGL OF LOOSE

F1iCEs, TJ-FO:\ ASSAY.
4, LIST OF ITEHS KNOWN TO BE HISSING

A. PARACHUTE, IN HANDS OF GOVT AT LA FRIA OR SANCRISTOBAL.

3. FLASRING LIGHT, LOCATION UNKNOWN

C. TRAwSIITT:A (PHOTOGRAPHED WnILE IN HANDS OF HOST)

D. PORTION OF ABLATOR. (WOSE PIKCE, AFT RING, AND MISC FRAGHENTS
SRIPPZD)

E. 03T OF FIBERGLASS PART> OF PARACHUTE COVER.
Fo TrRUST COwE
Q. ACCKET mOTOR

Fe HGST OF GOLD DISCS, RETAINED BY HOST NATIONALS. ONE DISC
RETURWNED. Lot

—e—f—f—r—F dor.hu!ﬁu’: ’ -

REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE |5 PROHIBITED. Coov No.




2« Ues. COINS MAY HAVE BEEN ETCHED OR TREATED BY HOST DURING ThE [

INVESTIGATIONS.

8. GOOD LUCK TO ANALYSIS GROUP. W& WILL RETURN NEXT AVAILAsBLS
FLIGRT,

7. ADVISE IF ANY FURTHER ACTIONS BY US ARE NEEDEZD, OR IF
ADDITIONAL DETAILS SHOULD BE FORWARDED VIA CABLE.

END OF MSG
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NN CTUTUN desion 1503 Incidon:
< Lo - -
capsulre wng tuwneu ovar to the Erbassy after beln* in

tue cu"+od" ol Yenozuelan guthorities for about 10 da,s.
IT was exaominel by a Zeadquarters team sent to Caracas
before beingz rciurned to the West Coast by our Security
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iz believed & capsule ter which had borne "Secret"
marzings was rexoved by the host government and retained by
it. It must be assumed that dus to close visual observae
tion a number of people are aware that this was-

n2issance vehicle of scme sort. : B
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SUMMARY CHRONOLOGY SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS REPORTING DURING

MISSION #1005

1964

a. 27 April:

b. 29 April:

c. 1-20 May:

d. 25 May:

CORONA/J Mission #1005 launched and an orbit
verified.

Telemetry data evaluation available indicated
malfunction (an "electrical open" had

occurred in pyro distribution plug as a result
of a short elsewhere). Normal recovery

which depends on pyro power for certain
functions probably adversely affected.

Recovery attempts unsuccessful. No further
attempts made after 20 May to command vehicle,.

An Air For~~ message from Satellite Control

Center, Sunanyvale, California, reported that

Mission #1005 is predicted* to reenter on
pass #452, based on an assumed tumbling
condition drag factor on 26 May at 0411%Z
and impact in the Caribbean area 23.6N and
70.3W.

*Note: This prediction, without benefit of telemetry and
command control of the vehicle but based on certain
ornrational assumptions, offered a confidence factor
of about one-half revolution. Actual impact area
was one of several broad possibilities

ATTACHMINT A



~B5C6RpP-
SUMMARY COMMENTS OF MISSION 1005 RE-ENTRY

1. CORONA/J Mission #1005, according to space track
reporting provided by the Satellite Control Center,
Sunnyvale, California, decayed and entered the atmosphere
on pass =452, 26 May.

a. At 0406Z a sighting from Maracaibo,
Venezuela, reportedly observed five incendiary
objects,

b. At 0413Z, the Moorestown, New Jersey,
Spadats Station reported radar sightings of
small residual objects on azimuth of 130 degrees
at 2-8 degrees elevation.

Cc. Dew Line reported three radar "hits,
object size unknown.

2. Due to a ~zlfunction in Mission #1005, noted in
attachment A, recozrx of the first capsule was attempted
numerous times vwitl: 9 separation of the capsule effected,.

Mission #1005, normally decayed in orbit on pass #452, broke
up on descent and impacted at least a capsule in Venezuela,
The evidence thus far appears to indicate that the capsule
did not deploy a par-caute, but survived, though badly
damaged, a free fall impact to earth. No evidence is avail-
able thus far concerning the impact area and fate of the
second carn=zule ongd vehicle, Normally, it has been assumed
that Mission vehicles prodably burn up and disintegrate

upon decay anad re-eniry into the earth's atmosphere. It

is probable that the ablative shield, which remained on

the capsule during descent, protected the capsule and

helped it survive re-entry,.

ATTACHMENT =

- XTRO
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LIST OF ITEMS MISSING FROM CAPSULE

Parachute
Transmitter
Thrust Cone

GolZd Disks

Portion of Ablator

Most of Fiber Glass Parts of Parachute Cover

ATTACHMENT C
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