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. OBJLCTIVE or P‘{OJLCI‘ DISCOVERY

Beginning in Iate 1558 and extmding into 1959. a series of
satsllites will be launched from the new Pacific Missile Range at Camp

Vandenberg, Callfornia, These satellites will be powered by the Theor

)

raigelle with & new high cnergy upper stage known ap the Bell riugtler,
Ae such, ihe progrnia ls, in certain reapects, a foliow-on vehicle program
to the Jher-.able combinatian,

Ihc project is dlvided lnto two <_1iuinct phasus- e

Wi - S Tiereely IR X

Ti:e ﬂrit twc_{ mghu wm orbu 300 pmmd telemttry payload- oy

P -*--» ..;- [ QR PSS R o

' “* Lnto 300 mile o-bnn weiths orb:tnl l!vc-s of pcrha;:u 10 ‘dayu. *These ﬂut_--- :

°1

two flights will provide tests of laydware and paylou.d coxnponents and

, ltn complex of growad envirwmnt stntmnz locnted‘in Ahlka. Hawau :nd

possibly the Antarctic, - R

2. 1repending upon success obtainad by the first 5-7 ﬂightn.

-

addluoml lnuncnings of the DISCOVERY series wm t;ke plnce durlng

1959 to place up to 500 pound recoverable satellite pa.ckagos lnto 300 mnc

orbits having 24-43 hour orbltal lives with rlanned recovery dby aircraft

or naval veseels upon signal »y one or anothor of the avallable ground
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B. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS; |
1. Tho cbjective of this information plan is to insers that the

various lauachings in Project DISCOVERY éo«in news u-mmi«{t related

to their :{:tuu migsions. Public rdmu on the project will ba ltrlctly
centrolled to hmrn such treatment. In particulaz, thess ﬂlghta must .
be dlnuociated with any U, B. ucmnuounce prognm lor which ﬁxcy

have no capabnlty. 2
. - - N ‘. "
2. Ia nco;nlﬂoa ol ﬂ:o uo:t th.\t m. ﬂu‘t two DISCOVERY hunchl;;‘%

e - Ce TRy '*"d“’i"
!wro missions duunc:ly u’uau Im thon d the rmhhg hmungn in.
the series, th.ia puhuc la(omum plan, atldc frem an initisl general
ulun (Tab A), applies to the firet m huuchhgc a-ly. l‘dlmvhg

succescful campletion of the first m hunchn or d the compount nnd - o

range test prcgnm. a comprehensive p:nhuc umm plan to apply;o
the tdlqﬁ-on reentry and tec’ovcuhlo satellite launches for blomedical iy
expcrimcnu will be lesued by DOD/ARPA, Untll rclun of um ucoad o
plaa, uo follow-on announcements relating to the binmodlul DISCOV ERY

projoct will be {sgued. lesuance of the mor’-d.l plan is not being |
accomplished at this time because of the rqulrm that nch a plan

o
®
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3. Aarcprdomnntpk;udmj

.oLgt e

or pubuc briefings beymd thc ulmo ;ad quutim ln Tab A will be

made until after the first utemtc umchlu hu ukn place.
4, The actual launch of the first DISCOVERY satellite vehicle

should be treated im accerdance with procedures established herein,

a. Should the vehicle fail within site of the launching area or

prior to achievemest of conditions whick might lead PMR to belleve the

peyload was in orbit, the statement provided in Tab B should be mads by

ﬁa -5
f
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nubomucnwouﬁopubucmm‘hgmmm o w
nAx -'1‘-.’:‘%_ i 3 e . ’...34*“ S »Y‘% ,
dmmmmmmm L ‘

AR th&kbhmcnﬂdh%huﬁﬂh
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organizationg involv.d. and the Puxandlhtuochmltnd:hg stations.
No ind!uﬂ.anwm b. .lmdtutun -c!udnlu nor will the facts relating
to the pocond phase be elaborated o, Analysis of telemetry and ether

data ebtained from instrumentation of the vehicle may be released as

&pproprists, Interested agenctes will develep and submit sll proposed

-8, Puhuc I‘dt‘“ of hdomthn on ﬁ.‘hmlun;'ot du nccnd

DISCOVERY mcu In Docemciber of 1956 up Tameary 1959  chontd be beta
accordance with the procedures sstablished herein for the launck of the
first vehicls, Howsver, hvhvd&chet&ulmllhlumwm nmm‘ '
Luo{u ag public hﬂomﬂon sutumnts n-c cnccr;cd-. Tn.bu D a.nd!; wﬂl
be mbnututod for Tc!n Band C,, rupccﬁvdy.

'Eh‘c preu cedcunco at PMR to be initiated by the statemont in

Teb E will conform te the tone of thio statement. The samse gu!dwc will 1,~

partain for iact shents to be isgued st PMR and DOD, V.ashington, in the -
ovent of & successful laumekh, ' : | |

Ko information will be givea of future schedules or sbout the secend
Paase of the DISCOVERY project,

6. This press phu,gm recalpt c_rz policy dpprovel within OSD, . -
* [
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daveloped ta support of thie

data, home tewn color, sad cahibits will be

plan by Cmm:hr. BMD,
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Under the direction al.tho Advanced aomr§$ P;éjecu A;mc&.
the Alr Force luunched the firet of the “"DISCOVERY*" vehicies for (eu!
purpoges at __hours today fram the PMR at Gamp ’\r’lndenberﬁ,'A
Ca.lizomu The vahiclo In its first st lauach, (exploded on the launch PR
falled after seconde d powered flight md destroyed itaelf,
exploded after . seconde of powered flight, veered oﬂ' éourse
aftor seconds d powered mm snd was dcutrcryed. failed to
orb!t the satellite although the hunch appesred pcd:t).

mhum:hlngm mmdmmyau;

mtd&t&z

_.-,u'n_;,-.-

DISCOVERY vehicle but alse to test the tracking, ulmctry. and range

eafety facitlies of the PMR. {The flight of the vch.lcle wae mceoutully

telem etered and tracked by the Zacilities oE the m;. mﬁl mmu. ! ; '
fallure, until communications with the uumu were lou________'_ml.nutu
after launch). Data is belnz analysed to dctermlnc cause of (mal!mcuon.

fallura o orbit the satellite),
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Ths satsilits, hviun”rh‘d o EEE, was placed lnto &
aniyclrcmtmmoomt“hwwhwa%ﬂm
2-5 weaks, The yaylend coutaiss & powes Gupply and communications and
tedemetry eqnlmint ealy. Ne ocu-uﬂc experimneats are included bocsuse

.- -yx. ..:; _,‘_ _u;l,._f

mumm«mmmimmmmmy
mm:muumummmuu.a.mmmom '
control techniques. Mluuthdm'dhmhmuc'unp _ “
Vandeaberg sns the PMR. '

The DISCOVERY booster gives the United Etates an lmproved vehicle '
for tmu qa.co p«;nm; 'm. nEw combha&un wae dudopod.by tho
. BMD of the Alr m“mumm
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= __- n{tcr n«::mh cl pmnnd ﬂigtt nnd dectroyod Lml! mmlo..ed NS
afor nnccmda of powered flight, voured off course sftes - ' T

poconis of powered fllght and was destroyed, failed to orbit the patellite

n!ety m;muw of the PMR,

{‘I‘he mght crf tha vd:ulo was sux:ccntu.iy ‘-
tchme«-red and tracked by lho &cnluu o( the range unsil mmma’&ﬂuc, B

s L AR R S et % ' e 453
e, § ?ﬂl co:mmmlcaﬂm with tbc uumu \ure logt® = -mhmua t.m ,;.,,
" ‘\-’ = ::- s M w..: “l yrege -—-. [ fepe - oo 'ﬂ'«“¢fw b

h.\ h}. Jata ia bcb_zg n_nuyud tz: determinc cauge o! (ﬂu rau-mc\‘.}m.

> A B H
L ST O - A RS T "‘:'1:""

!uilurc tr: orhlt the sateilits),

. “The initial launch of the DISCOVERY vehicle took plece qa;___;peu;t,
1953, and resvised in {faflure as tho tooster blew up oo the b.u;r.-h, 1.~r;1r:.
faflure 2o the boocter blew eiter . seconde of :owere«é ﬁi,q\h:. s rital
peccane &8 the boogior vns dutroyvd nfter - nazondla of powered

flight, cenpiets uucceu :0 tho boseker placed 'S 590 "ammd teat "cxylmsd

. labn e ﬂM?’)" clrcula.r mt °fb“). e e e
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comes adier the initial atiecnpt to launch a aimilar gacgllite on ; Now,
1958. 1Thiz rearks the second succuseful lowack of a 500 pound earth sztellito ur agy

-,' o DISCOVERY booster rystem within a perfod of two months). The catellite,
hoving » pariod of ____.__mhmtu wae maced into & nearly cireular 306 mite
orkis and i expoctod to S&va life a{ about two years, Tho veyicad containg
& power supily and corpnunicsations and mlm‘tty o‘ul)lzmns inimnu to those
contained in the firet DBGOVER\' nm.nm). An wuh the first DISCOVERY
launching, the objective d m; htan uunm  was t\vo-!nldand {again)
wmple:c Buccess has alrsady been uhiwed on both counts, Iirst, the
DISCOVIRY lmmching vehicle functioned pedocﬂy in the vehicle's il

. succeBsive teat flight, ud We are satinfied that it has demonstrated ite
appiication for future U, g, Space prograras. Secomd, the sctellite wasp
launched sy an adﬁ!timl tost of the tncktng telametry and range vafoty
facllities of the MR and its associated tracking netwosk. This network,
vith etatione in Alaska, Hawell snd the Antarctic, (again) functioned ani ig
fuzctioning aa sanned, This is the world’s gecond satellite with & polur orblt. |
Thae fact taet ve have 223le pttained a neazly clrculas orbit ig 2 grant

cornpliment to the work that has beea doss on the part of the U, 6, missile
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