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the Amoricen public. . Pt |
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8. Within the limits of Securlty, to infoym le e .
{epd the world) of the facts and significance of the WS-1ITL™

PR R T o A Z2 oy e .
'b. o esteblish en orderly f£iow of news concerning WSeilqL ~ o

activities to preuwte mediz coverage snd speculstion Pavorable
to the objectives of thia plsa. To discoursge speculmblon in
the press vhich wounld lead 4o the effination of lehels such a3
"BIG BROTER" ond "SFY" 1o the WS-117L progimm.

c. To shor theb the WS-11TL is o most effective wempons sypiem
and, as such, is inextriecably interwoven 1n the U. S. weapons
argepnl. ‘

" d. To advence the propogibtion thed reconnsissance mebellites are
an extension of alr power. :
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- f. Theough utilization of military and USTA information ree
sources throughout the world, to contribute $o world accepte
érce of Prepident Eisepnhower's Open Skies Proposel and o
directly proxote the WS=11TL program as a nessoive guaydian of
world peace. v : ’ .

B¢ SITUAVION
a. Backevound

{1) Air Force cognizence of the probabllity of orbiting
artificiel gatellites detes beck 6 1946 when the USAR
directed the RAND Coirporation $0 underisle g stdy te
deternine the technical feasability of such a progrem.
The first major breskihrough came in 1953 when the USAP
Sclentiflic Advisory Board reported to the Alr Steff that
high yield thermonuclear wenpons could be produced in
warheads of smmnll welghts and sizes. Tais technicnl
breskthrough accelerated the development of the ICe
Program. It followed thet since the propulsion ye=
quirement for plecing & satellite in oroit is the same
order of megnitude as that reguived for an ICBM, the

achigvement, of propulsion powerful engugh %o put & ...
.-l . 8@*@ QQ;@iﬁ be i P ln e;_g_t T " ; -;j -
B l_ - ‘Emm Sraes Yii} - e :a ,I‘,L"

B
). In 1954, a8 a direct resuli of:thy Scientific Adviscry”
" Board report, the Atlas (ICBM) program was accordsd the
highest priority in the Air Forge. Im 1955, Genasral T
Operaticnel Requivement (GOR) 80 emteblished o Strategic
Reconnelssance Wespons System. The gtated operabicnsl
objective « to provide continuous surveillsnce of pre- L
selected axeas of the earth to detérmine the status of a = -
potential enemy's war-msking capebility. | . e

(3) ARDC, which hed inherited %he RARD study program in 1953,

- asslgued the sstellite project to its Ballistic Missile = .

Division in 1955. The Development Plan for WS=117L wes

opproved in July 1956 and wes followed shortly by supporte

ing develomant divectives. In October 1956, the develop-
mznt stage of the WS=117L Program got undervay with the
awvard of a2 contract to Léckheed Aivoraft Corporation fo
development end testing of the syetem. . :

R
'
4 .

R

(L) On 28 February 1958, the newlywcvested Advenced Research
Projects Agency, Depariment of Defense, which had been

—S—H-g-R-p-3- :
e s s mam RIS R
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VA . granted ecmyle‘be emthority over mil:!.ta:ry space

: projects, formally essigned responsibility for the

WS=11T7L program to the Alr Force and ordered the

project accelersted and cerried forward under the highe

est natiopal priority in order to attein sn inlbial oper=
ebional capability at the eariiest possible date.

be Fhe Wea&g Systemn

. {1) YS-11TL consists of a rumber of separote gystens de-
“Blgned to produce opsrablional reconnsisgence satellites.
Toeee include the Piorneer visuel and Electronle versiong;
Agvenced Visual and Electronlec; and Surveillence Visual,
Infrared and Blectronle versions. Ineluding the Thor end

- Atlas Test Versiong, a tobal of 76 satellites will be
leunched over & sie yesr perlod. The test version covers
19 launchings, 10 Thor aend § Atlssh.

(2) The WS~117L Sabellite will be kacwn as the "Guardian”.

3. EXECUTION

o ETEETTT P
el
. gl_‘\, -
oAy :
———
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r

challenge
program.” A revolutionery military develomment,
is geared to serve the major wempons systems in
tine of wvar. In tire of pzace, it would detecd
preparetions for wer and no netion would be free from
its surveillance. . .. v

mrws Smme 4‘_-'3'_';:-_44‘- e ittt FEIEINeat i r'al::"-zbm-

Y

(b) The farereaching potential of the WS-11l7L program —=I*=F
as a peychological factor in the cold war demands -
, _ optimm preparation to insure the achievement of . __—:%g
. specific objectives critical to nstional policy. )
Thus, an Informetion Plan, though ostensibly
cted 8t informing the Awmericen public and minie
mizing unwarranted speculation in the Nation's
brass, can prove 0 be of incelenlable value in setbw
ting the stege for the attainment of these objectives.

(c) It 3o recognized thub crucisl. decisions involved in
mexinizing the psychological import of ihe progrem
will in gcme instances be beyord the purview of the
Alr Force. 3Bub, because of the impact Here and
abroad whick mist inevitebly follow the econdrolled.

S ECRET
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disaemination of officm nema relating $0 the pro-
gram, these fectors are considered in the baeic ine
formgtion plan.

(2) Eneging

() This plan will be implemented in three phases:
Je Phase ONE « The Thor Test Version Series.
2. Phasge TWO =« The Atles Test Verslon Series.
3. TFhase THREE -~ The Operationel Sexies.
&+ ‘The Pioneer Version
b. The Advanced Versicn
c. The Surveillasnce Version

{3) The General Plen

(a) Informntion generated by this ple.n embraces two
intererelated arcaes:

L. The hexrd core news of the coperation itsel..., ane
phasizing spob acws in reference to preparation
and performance of firing dperantions.

2. The release of gpecific Inforwation calculated

Yo support certain objectives listed in Pare.l,

- public opinion yrevauing dnr.[ng the introduction of T}
subsequent PHASES of the program. The absence of plan=
ned and reguisr releasds will not prevent publicity
on the project. To the contrery, as in the cese to
date, it has resulied in mpch speculation and exrone
eoug writing in the press, giving rise to polibieally "

unfavorable eonnctations such as "Big Brother" and _ "~
"Spy". It is important, therefore, that all releas- . 2
es consistently end accuvately reflect the objectives . .
of this plan and that all contacts with the preas be R
asdninistered in a highly professional manners e

{c) Security comsiderations, internationsl politienl
factors apd the need to inform the Americen publie
cambine 40 affect the presentation of this program
to the public. DBecause of these diverse pressures,
this plan calls for e gradual approach 4o the’
sccamplishments of the cbjectives iisted in Pera. 1.
In FHASE OHB, primary empbesils will be pleced upon
peaceiul seientific research conducked by the
orbiting sebellibes In the study of environmental
eonditione and the intricetz tesbing program ine
volved in lsunching and orbiting test vehicles.
FHASE WO (Atles stage) will move closer to the

; “’%g .fe«»wz*‘r?g:«?;; o
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e ey aspee"as of $ha project buk gy still stiess .
i gelentific research and test procedures. The successful
orbit of the first PHASE THREE (ocperationnl) vehicle
will be exploited to the fullest exient. Exploitation
vill contimie throughout PHASE TREE. Particnlar atten-
tion will be accorded oversees coversge snd maximum.
cocperation will be provided the United Stotes Informs-
tion Agency. Camencing with FHASE THREE, objectives of
this plan listed in Paras l.e and l.f will be provided
sdditlional emphasis.

(k) The Taor Test Version Series (PI!ASE ONE)
{2) General

1. The Thor test sefles, toteling 10 monthly launchings
is gcheduled to begin in November 1958 and will ,
initiate the accelerated WS-117L program.

2. Primary cbjectives of PHASE ORE are to establish the
premise that the Thor geries is.a test phage and to
set the stage for PEASE TWO « the Atlas series of
nine launchings scheduled %o 'beg:m in June 1959.

search conducted by orbliing satellites in the s{m
of envirvonmental conditions. This will be ine
cluded in all sporopriate relemses, speeches and
:.nte:vie‘u's.

‘b Reference to potentiality of & the wea.poz;s_sys‘bem
itself v1il be minimiZéd during PHASE ONB: “Ho o
wertatbanptvillbemdetodiswurage such’ ree

v porting or press speculation but every effort will
" be made to promote environmental findings and Te-
search resulis to divert TFHASE OME emphssis.

(v) BSpecific . : ' . 2

1. Five basic press relesses will inltiate FHASE ONE snd
the general approsch to the over-sll WS-ILTL informae
tion program. These releeses will be imsued on
appropriste detes selected by the Director of Informa~ E
tion Sexvices, O0ffice of the SBecretary of the Alr -
Force, and approved by the Asst. Secretary of Defense
for Public Affairs. They will include: .

&. Background and acceleraticn of the program. .

L - Approved for Release: 2023/10/17 C05144886
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b. Alr Porce-Industry Team

c. Cocke Test Base .

d. Test Fecllities Static Tests (Ground firing of
~ rocket enzines) :

@, Construction of Trocking Stationd.

2. No fusiher ennouncement o relezse will be mede uwmiil
the fivst suecessful Ffiring of the Toor test serien.

3. Subject 4o supervisiom by the Divector of Informeticn
Scrvieces, 0£fice of the Seeretory cf the Air Fowce,
{he Air Researeh and Developrents Cowmand '(Ballistie
¥igsiles Division end the Aiv Foxce HMissile Test
Center) will conduct press operations relsbive to
firvinge during PEASE I oud II. Respoasiblility for
press cperations will be tyensferred fram ARDC to
the Straktegiec Aly Coomand in FHASE ITI. An Augpente-~
vion Team, seleched by the Director of Informstion |
Sexvices, will supplement the BD press tack force
and will be in a position, along with necesssry
equipment, three (3) deys prior to the fivet schedw
vled Thor leunching. Tne Avgrentetion Team will be
assigned +o ARDC end 8AC for duby in gubseguent
Tivings op DNSCeBLATy. '

s s e

5. Coversge of the first successful lsunching will be

" a highwkey cffort ené all necespary steps will be
t2ien 40 insure necessery pre~dispositioning of
informational resources. Upon completion of the . | .
Pirst successful shot, sn eveluation will be made '~
concerning informational sspects of the operation. —=
Deficiencies will be noted and appropriste sction
men. : . Lo R

i

b

6. Tno rescucess of the Augnentaiion Team will be

- eddvessed prinavlily to hamesown relesges, fesbure
materisl snd those facebs of information which
can be developed to Levorgble afventesge for dis-
' peninaslon ebrozd ir conjunehion with the Us E.
Taformebion Agercy. Felesses will inelude still
pickwe, and ceptloded press welocses, lGm
silent end auvicon covercge for television use,
16m kodnehrome footaege fer nosicnal colorensts
on Bolovieion, 35mm bleck and white photograpks

“Sso-nu5

L U e P e Y ;‘3#,;
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and 'bransparencies for newspaper, pericdicals
and Sundsy supplement use.

b. HNometown relesses will identify (1) the et
firing locele through visual or eudio means;
(2) the miesion within the Air Foree freme of
reference; (3) the individuals, o include ope
genization end home pddress; end, (&) the tesk
the inGividuel, or individuwals is performing. -
All homatown releases will be procesged as A
ropidly s cepebilities pormit bo hoke full ad-
vantage of timing.

¢. Key Alr Porce officers, scienbiste and technio
clons will be avallable for redie intervicus.
Pertinent cenned stetements, slong with brief
biogreaphles, will be disseminsted ag sppropricte.
6. When practiceble - depending upor length of sabellite
orbit end statue of tracking faclllities - press tours
will be esteblished at gelected tracking statlons to -
dremptize tracking covexage and highlight the scierw
tific research aspects of the orbiting satellise.

7. In firing operaticns in which scheduled orbiting
“times are to be of such short duration as to create %

43, the e plad, 5 sysola) Seiense vill be L

piior to the m:b:;ect ﬁ.ring annmmc:l.ng short . - o
orbit scheduled.” ] a._-.f_*:__i

s s ot
e .
1)

8. B8hould failure cceur in any of the firings, a-
routine gonouncement wili be mede prompily, celling
aviention 4o the next scheduled fiving. Bpeeific
Tiring dates, however, will not be relemsed in adw
vaace.

cr mar e maee B et nen e .

9. Speca.e.l :E’eamres, s;peeches an&. i.nterviewa wi'bh
prominent scientists affillated or knowledgesble =
with the WS-117L program will emphasize the cortrie -
bution to seientific regesrch in beilng by the
satellite progrem in the fleld of enviromeentel spree
studies. '

]

10. Providing the first Thor firing is suceessiul, the
second Thor firing and the remsinder of the series
will be pleyed in medium o low key as The a*tuo,uion
warrants.

:
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(5) Ihe Atlas Test Version Serdes (FHASE II)

{e} General

J. Thre Atiss test series; schednled o besin in
June 1959, will consist of aire monthly
deunchings from Pabrick AFB, Flovrido. This
phese will zun cancurrenuly with the lasht three
leunchines of FAASE I.

3
¥

Primary cbjective of Fhase IT is o (&) camlete
me wransivions fram the tesbing phesc to the
cperaticnel phesge, end {b) Lo establich the come-
petence of the Atlas booster to projecs besvy
loads into space.

& Seclentifie resesrch will combinue %0 be eme
phaslized, bubt this phase will also merk e
moxre derined approach to the ulbtimabe use of
Cthe WS-11TL 83 & weapons sygtem.

l. Taers will be no spall~cut of the program,
s e DU presg relesszes and sonouneements

: e size the pessive —
S T peaceﬁ:l 1@11‘39-'35-"“ of the progran.

(o) Specifics

1. Firsy benchmasrk will be the iecusnce 6f o nebionsl
press releese ab the time the Alles is moved into
‘place at Patrick AFB, scheduled for April 1959.
This relesse which will include newspeper, radio )
television and newsreel coversge, will indicate
that the Atlas will boost a far gresber weight.
into orbit.

2. Fress pmced!..z'es anfl planning implemsentetion fov
2e first successful Atles fiving will be basged
upon the evaluation results of the informationsl
cifort accorded the chcess?ul Thor fz.‘*ing :!.n
'ZIASB I .

&. Press relepses will differ from those dicscme
irebed in PHASE T %0 the extend that thoy will
closely adherve o the objectives lisbed in
Feragrophe (5)(8)2 ebove. Peragraph 5,
page 7 will agply 40 the secoad successful -
Atles fizing.

e - - . - [ e e emm e ssm
P ohd 5.4
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bs &:bihits of the ssbellite pmtotype wiil be

" pleceéd in key cities throuchout the United
States and Europe. RMwmber of exhibits and
loeabions will be selected ot a later dege
and ernounced to participating sgencion by
separate NessSEe.

3. Subsequent Atloe opermtionc in PIASE IT will be
handled in roubine feshion with & mintmm of news
penerated oihisr then monouncesenis of successfol
Tiringe ond nECESSRTY DYOZYESE TepCIhe.

(8) Ehe Oporotionsl Seriss (FEASE IIX)

{2) Genoxsi

i. Tha opermiioneld sﬁ'eies coneists of the Pioneor
version, Advsnced Version end Survelllaneo
Version end cubrtess o tohel of 57 satelliite
leunchinges The f£irst lounching {Picneey)
iz schednled for March 1960. Too hreakdcsm
calls for 11 Sabtellltes in the Pioneer vera‘ion;
15 Advanced vemians, and 31 of the morb

(b) §§gcifics

1. Bdbject to the supervision of the Dirvecctor of
.«..Mol._*:s-c-:.q. Serviees, Secretamy o” the Alxr Forea,
840 will conduct press cpere.»ions nemuve to

firings during FHASE IIT. ’ .

. ._.-rl-:q

2. It con be snticipeted thet the mmber of sa.teuitna i
in ozbi% by 1960 will be so wumercus as to malia Sabe
. ellite lmunchings commonplnes. inedlnis as press
inrterest is concerned. Hevertheless, eoverage of
..v'* Livst lovmching din PEASE IIT will be o higin
oy c.:‘f’orc, baceuse of tha ngbuve of the progrom,
g.zcl £il necessary steps will be teken to ingure
“.rc«c'l_sm”n.cn.-'"r of inforpationnl rezourses, ,
Poxtiouler ebiention will be sceorded overnuos
crr::afrc ond amosim cougerebion will be offeaicd
roel the Tndded States Intomwstion AgonQy, Sube
zoquents leurchiungs and Sevelomment in P‘EASE ox

r(

:m:*.::..w‘:.:.u,_ moina offors t':..’f.l e ex:ﬁ.o L 40
e 2 .lesu Gutent.

3. 4% least three (3) months prior o the scheduled

Approved for Release: 2023/10/17 C05144886
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deunching of the fivst WS-11TL cperaticanl
vehdele inidisting FEASE ITI, cvelusbion
regults of FHASE I and PEASE T7 will be ree
viewed by thie heaSguavters. 1he resulis of
thisg veview, along with cuvzent pelitlesl end
pilitery congiderations, will deternine the exw
vent of FAASE III planning revisiou.

e Subiect to Securidy end poiileyr eenglisrebicus,
cplected pletures taken by oviting aebeliites
Uil be zelemzed o the pruss.

b. Assigonent of Wupks

§1) Tue Divector of Infoxmation Services, Gffice of the
Seevetary of the Alr Foreé, wills

(s) In coondinetion with the Assistont Seerctery of
DeXense for Public Affeirs and the Advenced Regesreh
. Projects Agency (ARPA), monitor the execution of
This plan and supervise the issumnce of press res

[ L ]

SIS T L "‘:-(b}

(e

{(¢) ®

(e) Detull a muber of selected officers end ajrmen to
Augmentation Team to be asssigned to ARDC - =
(Ballintic Missilea Division) Air Force Misslle :
Test Center and SAC on temporary duty for the B
purpose of carrylng cub various agpects of this - o
nlan.

(2} Bvsivote exd process proposed mazczine erticles for
uge Guwing the perlod of this plar.

¢ stotemenss welative 4o 4he slgniticonca cad:
seone of the ES-1lTL progren Tor issusnco 8% epyon

-
g
5 % gmeds - A o 7 gl 2, o
-AGe wrnen by Iy Alr Foreo officeys osoigmed 1o

%0 T oP 3 o) o oy,

SEAS havdanzrbers.

£, g o 3 - 2 o s P -
L Tmepamn en dntoroal Saformabicn DEOGron Tor world
#,

e uhildantion.

(i) Initiote press wours ab selected traciing shzbions.

: B = =
oo e ¥ dmreihann
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(2) The Air Research and Development Coumand (EMD, APMIC) will:

(a) Subject to instructions by the Director of Information
Services, O0fflce of the Secrelary of the Air Porce,
conduct press operations relative to satellite vehicle
daunchings in PHASE I and IT. :

(b) Prepare necessary press releases end other informe -
atlonal material as cited in Paragraphs & thra 10

{peges 7 and 8) end paragraph 5 (pege 9).

(3) The Air Defense Command, Militery Air Transport Command,
) mmngcmm,ammmrcmna,cmm~
. CINAIRC, will: . .

- {a) Upon direction, provide operational and logistical

Bmmtotbishead@mm,msﬁmtegcur
Camand or the Alr Regearch and Development Comnand
(BMD, APNIC) in ¢ 'y

2) ~Direct tha Fivest Mikbile Div i~ Cooke AFH; 80

' support the Ballistic ¥lsslles Divisica (ARDC) 4n

the conduct of press operations relative to $irings

ofaateuitetestvehieles&xﬂngmsnrandpm-

vide logistical and administrative support to mem-
"bers of the Augmentation Tesm and members of the

~-- press during firing oparations at Cooke AFB, —====m=

F I = © =YY G T A AT TG TP SE. ¥ e ST

T (b)) Bubject o instructions by tha Disecor o Topi oo
o _ cronosn o mper V0D Services, Office of the SBscretary of the Alr

e R o NSRS g

@. Coording ing Instructions

(1) The Director of Information Bervices, Office of the
Secretary of the Air Poree, willi ePfect close coordie
nation with the Director, Advanced Resesxch Projects
Agency, Department of Defense in the lmplementation of
this le. T

{2) Full coordinetion will be effected with the U. 8. Tavy,
: Point Magu on ectivities employing the Poinb Magu Range.

(3) Provision will be made 40 aesure that the spirit and
insofar as gppliceble, the texms of Asgistent Secretary
of Defense Murrasy Snyder's 1 March 1958 Memoyandum Por

Approved for Release: 2023/10/17 C05144886



C05144886

. . Approved for Release: 2023/10/17 CO5144886 :

L , ' 'bhe Secretarz.es of the Army, Kavy end Alr Foree, subjech:
4 . "Procedure for Prese Coverage of Firings et the Missile
Test Center, Cape Cenaveral, Floxids," be followed.

| (%) Credit in press relesses will be glven 4o prime and sube -

| ' -conbractors, cocperabing on the WS-117L progrem, whenever

| practiceble. This plan will be fully coordinated with

. Lockheed Alreraft Corporation, which, as prime contractor

! , . hes the responsibility of providing press and informational
| ’ egsistance to implementing egencies.

|

|

L. ADMINISTRATION
| 8. Security

(1} The provisions of AFR 205-1 epply.

(2} Procedures nommally in effeet in conjunction with fublie
information activities will apply to all individnal
wbimsta!:enintheimplmtationof'bmaplm. ‘

(3) The general neture of information to be protected is:

(d.) De.ta gathering effectiveness of the s;vatan
(l}) Ioplementation of this plen will be monitored by an Air
Foree Securiby Beview project officer who will Jrovide

e necensary gu.idance and seeuri'by pmovlsiom tlmoughou:b. ) *‘xﬁ?

Ry

 Direet comn:lcat:lom with this heedquarters 18 m&oﬁﬁﬁ
TR TSR CHIEF OF STAFF: s : _

AFNO E. IUESMAT
) - . ¥ajor Generml, USAF '
’ - Director of Infommeblon Service
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