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March 27, 1568

MEMORANDUM TOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Congressional Contact with Chairman Meshon, Representative
Frank T. Bow and Glenard P. Lipscomb of the House Committee
on Appropriations

In follow-up to the March 21, 1968 appearance before the above
members of the Housze Committee on Approprisations who were considering
HRO programs, a second meetins was held at 1000 hours on March 25, 1968,

This meeting was also conducted Iin a BYEMAN environment with the following

personnel from the Executive DBranch present,

DOD OTA
Dr, Foster Mr. Carl Duckett
Dy, Flax Mr. John Slerk

. Warner

2
“1

Mr. Joe Hoover

Colonel David Carter

The fo 1louing is a summation of Colomnel David Carter's recollections,
as told to me, of those portions of the meeting which related to MOL,
Mr. Michaels, Chief Staff Agsistent to the Comittec read a number of

soes care asked to respond. One
tg wos cubstantially as £ollows,
a L of e MOL program appesrs

prapared cuettions to which the witav
of the early questions by Mr. Hicha
It has been noted by the Commitice

in the RDT&E area., Would someons on the operational
control and management of all thes rogpect to the Kational
Reconnaissance Program (WRP)? Dr. this question by saying
tirat the Committee vecognizes that ander the HRP, however,
the operational missiong will be £ ontrol.

The next question which Mr. Michaels asked with respect to MOL was
to the effect as to whether or not the intelligence community had
indicated a requirement for ithe MOL system. Dr. Flax regponded to this
CL“SuiOH Dy indicating that in the boginning the intelligence co
indorzed the MOL program; however, since that time the perso
sivad changed. (e.g. the DCI and the Secbef). Should he, T
+ the same question today the answer might be different. Dr.
cxplained that the principal question wes not that of the walue of high
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resolution but of the cost incurred in obtaining this very high
regolution, Dr. Flax stated that when My, MeNamara left office
cne month ago, Mr, MceNamera wos convineed that theve was a vieal
cquirenent for the MOL syatem and the wegolution that it will
provide and, thercfore, Mr. Mclamara strongly supportad the program.
r. Foster added to these comments by saying that 1if the MOL program
vere cancelled it would not be possible to racoup $600 nmillion.
Unfortunately, much undue attention is drawn to the program due to
the large amount of money associaifed with this single project,
However, it should be pointed out that this is the only program
in which a high resolution veconnaissance system is being developed,
He further pointed out that it is just at this polnt that we are
beginning to get the kinds of resolutions from our satellite systems
that ave required for really useful intelligence woxrk, As an example,
Dr. Fogter pointad out that the present resolution obtained irom the
SAMBIT® system is not sufficient to do the complete analysis of the
allinn Missile Systnm. Mr, Michaels pointed out that we will not
have the MOL system for some time to come, Dr. Flax countered by
saying that we will have other Tallinns in the future., Chairman ¥zhon
then asked Dr. Foster and Dr. Flax if they were in favor of the MOL
system. Col Carter veports that both Dr. Flax and Dr. Foster responded
in the strong affirmative.

Dr, Flax then ma the following points in gubatance to the
Committee, He exnlained that when the Departnent 38 Defonse buys
weapons there are mnoy Joubts and uncertainties concorning the threa
that the DD is enpting to counter and thervefore, it is n ccssasj

to assume the sr.0o0 case. Whon a systen is developed and put into the
inventory, the system Is bought he premise of meeting tY* FOrst
threat. o Flam then used the hes m as an example, explaining
chet the IOD was not sure as to £ the Tallinn & .tem had
an ABM ca D‘blllLy so it was necessary Lo targel
Minutemen Misgiles against the Tallinn
necessary to buy the misgile and supporting
this threat on the assumption that the system doos have an ABM capability.

(L

:3 bzen
o0 noutralize

Ducxett, CILA, sbout the viaws

S syatewm,  Mr. Duckett expleined
1 the subject, My, Helms has

o the value of the high resolution
woexoett explained that e, Helms

his regervati .
the cost of th@ syztum.

£
is not onposed to the syshe: felt thet now is the
time ¢ :iudy the system a:. to condl value of its product v ous
the o= of zequigition. Mr.  okett o loined these studies ore ne

undexr .. It is understood _.af My, Juchkett had a copy of

memoranium Lo Dr. Foster in Lils possession.
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: ded on the MOL program by the end of FY 68, Dr. Flax gave him
the appropriate fisure. Dr. ¥ v explained te the group that the

progran had just undergone a very thorough review at high level
ssed confidence in the results of this rweview., Dr. Foster

Cys to:

SAFSL - Chron File
SAFSLP - Official File
SCG - Read

Col Ford/SAFSLP/50945/shw/27 Mar 68
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