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{ NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCEZ OFFIC
WASHINGTON, D.C.

T84 MAv GR
OF FICE OF THE DIRECTOR a4 G ‘.uaa

Dear Homer:

I was pleased to receive youxr £ Apwili 19 ana
appreciate your thoughtiuiness in k
your plans for developing an unders
observation policy in other goverul

k.
gpong ue inicrwmed of

ng oi satelilite
gencies,

[l e
fe)

Dr, Foster, Dr. Wilson, and I have review
proposed in-house policy statement on sateilit
tion and agree with its content and classifica
believe it would strengthen your positiocn withn
audience to add these clarifying sentences to tThe botit
page 1, end of paragraph 3, as foilows: "The nature and
extent of such disclosure at any given time is subject <o
approval by the appropriate nationa: autnorities. Specific
studies, plans, projects and programs which are not ciearly
within permissible levels of disclosure will therefore re-
quire review and coordination within the Govermment prior
to action by NASA to initiate or implement such studies,
plans, projects and programs," This makes 1t plain to the
NASA reader that the issue goes far beyond technical con-
siderations and that the approval authority is therefore
outside any single governmental depariment, ‘

Sincerely,

¥, Houwexr BE. Newell

Associate AdministTy

National Aercaauiics & Ssace Adminiscraction
Washington, D, C.
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DRAFPT _POLTCY. STATE

P

i, It is thae policy of NASA to suppori and fuwxiher the cenne

of open sgies and freedom 0f space. The community of natlons in
general supports both coacepts, either explicitly ox tacitly; we may
expect continued and even expanded zcceptance unless governments ox
peoples believe that the exercise of these freedoms violates national
soverelgnty, invades domestic privacy, o¥ u3urps prope:ty Tighis.

2. NASA must therefore carry out 1ls scromautical and space
activities under carefully developed ground rules that ?etwic
technological progress whilie aVolding conironiations that coulid

jeopardize the nation's ability to work Zreely inm space and im the

air, either om a national or global scaie,

3. One of the potentiaslly mosi sensitive aveas of NASA activitioes
is earth observation from aircraft and spacecrafe. Such asppilcations
programs as those in meteorology or earth resources surveys rum Lhe
visk of being miscomstrued as unfiiendly acts on the part of the
United States Govermment, NASA mu.u, in the execution of its programs,
protect the possibility of continuad uwseful research and development
activity in these areas. Public acceptance of earth sensing L£rom space
can best be achieved over a pervica of time, This calis fox a graduail )
and controllied disclosure 0f 5DcCebOXne LeRs0T copabiilties vathex taon

L8

for any sudden reveizllon fhevcol,
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4. Since NASA's experience todate with covth sensox systema in

space extends only to meteorological satellites and astwonsut pbhology

A

the first phase of technological disclosure zhouid net indieakae tow
radical a departuve from this prior base of published and open data.
Therefore, for the present NASA will not discuss publicly, propose,
fund, define, develsp, or include in any mission:

a. spaceborne image-forming devices capabie of a ground
resolution of less than 100 feet from 100 nautical miles altitude.

b. spaceborne image-formlag acitive emitiers, such as
lasers or radars, in any fowmm,

5. To assure that, even within these counstiaints, internation
or securlty sensitivities are propevrly cousidered, aii space=ac§uirea
earth imagery will be subject to classificd review prior o public
or in-house release., Procedures for such veview are being developed
by the Office of DOD and Interagency affaixs,

6. While airbowrne sensor technoiogy is nol under &ae came

limitations as ave space systems, sens0r3

space application will coufomm to Che ground wulus noted sbove.

1 £ en ® & ARG o e i ot = s et A g T
7. The security cCiassificatlion o tals ocument Lo W02 SECRIT.

This classification e

to its substance. .ddressees will become thovoul nly Ifauiiiar with i¢s

contents, will abide by its spx

so conduct their assigned duties as ©o assurae
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8. Addressees are not authorized to discuss this poiicy eox

its implementation except with those officials indicated on tha

distribution 1ist.

N

James E. Webb
Administrator
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