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MEMORANDlJ1I1 FOR DR. FLAX 

VIA: GENERAL BERG AND MR. REBER 

SUBJECT: Recommendation #7 of the NSAM 156 Ad Hoc Committee's 
Report of July 11, 1966 

TAB A is the response of Mr. Helms to your letter of 
February 23 by which you forwarded a special study report 
related to Recommendation #7 of the NSAM 156 Ad Hoc Committee 
Report of July 11, 1966. 

You will recall that Recommendation #7 stated that tiThe 
Director of Central Intelligence in consultation with the 
Director of the National Reconnaissance Office should review 
and establish appropriate security restrictions on cameras 
and other sensing apparatus and equipment which can be made 
available for NASA' g--program of non"-mili tary- applications of 
sa telli te earth ,sensing. " Attached as TAB B is your February 
23 letter to Mr. Helms, the special study report and other . 
related co'rrespondence. 

While stating his support of the findings of the special 
study support, Mr. Helms has withheld his official endorsement 
pending consideration by EXCOM of NASA's proposed use of a 
GAMBIT camera in earth orbit. Mr. Helms refers to your 
February 17 letter to Admiral Taylor (TAB C) wherein you 
advised that you planned to report to EXCOM concerning this 
latter problem. 
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The Honorable Alexander Flax 

April 5, 1967 

Di~ector, National Reconnaissance Office 
Dapartment of Defense 
V{ashington, D.C., 

Dea.l-1 t\l: 

I have your letter of February 23 which forwards 
the final report of your group in connection with 
Recommenda tion #7 of the NSAM' 156 Ad Hoc Corami ttee 

-~~R-0poTt---of -July-lT,--196-6-~-' While I sUppbr'Ctne-findings 
and recommendations of the report, I have delayed 
~ reply because of the ,seriofis study we have been 
giving to NASATs.proposed use of a GAMBIT camera in 
earth orbit. I note in your letter of February 17 
to Admiral Taylor that you plan to report to the 
NRP Execut i ve Conimi ttee on this problem. I believe 
this would be the appropriate forum in which to 
rasolve the question of the use of a GAMBIT camera 
by NASA and intend, therefore, to await the outcome 
of the Ex Com consideration of this matter before 
officially endorsing the report. 

Sincerely, 

Ricllard He Ims 
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;e1i 0lATlONAL RECOl\! ;\lAISSAI\:C;:::: OFFiC:=': 

WASHiNGTON, D.C. 

11 August 1966 

Dear Dicl~: 

This is in response to your letter of August 4 regarding Recom­
mendation No. 7 of the NSAlVl 156 Ad Hoc Committee IS final report. 
During June 1966) my staff prepared a study, "Technical Security 
Considerations of the Disclosure of National Reconnaissance Program 
Sensor Technology~ II which might well serve as a useful starting 
point for the indicated analysis. I would suggest a small group of 
experts, representing the CIA, NSA~ DIA and NRO, be assembled to 
assist in preparing my recommendations to you. Mr. Louis Mazza 

.\",~~ld ~.~r~3' choice for <::llai~~3!~C1.E ()i L\~s gJ:'0up.! 1;( yQl.l __ C9IlQJJJ; in. this 
ai:')proach, I would appreciate a CIA nominee. 

?l!..r. F~icr-.ard ~I01r ... ls 
Di:L~ecto:'--' 

C2ntrallntelliger:ce P.;.g·erlcy 
Vias 11ingt Orl) D. C~ 

Sincerely) 

,;: I: 
vU! 

Alexander H. Flax 
Director 
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