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SM-83-69 

11 February 1969 
.: 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief of Staff, US Army 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Chief of Staff, US Air Force~ 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Commande+,in Chief, Pacific, 
Commander -in Chief, Strategic Air Command 

IDirector, Defense Intelligence Agency 

Subject: Very High Performance Drone Reconnaissance ~ 
i. 

1. (U) Reference is made to SM-701-68, dated 24 October 1968, 
subject: "Operational Guidance for Peacetime Reconnaissance 
Programs and Certain Sensitive Operations (U)." 

2. '~B) The attachment hereto provides the guidance of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff for the operational employment of the 
TAG BOARD drone for collection against objectives of national 
,interest which are located in areas where manned operations could 
provoke incidents potentially embarassing to the US Government. 

", Addressees are requested to insert this directive in the ;ceferenced 
memorandum as Appendix C to Volume III.. . 

. 3. ~/B) CINCSAC is requested "to develop a supporting opera-
tioh plan and forward it to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
approval. Subsequent -t;.o approval of the CINCSAC operation plan, 
?istribution of the plan will be as directed by the Joint Chiefs' 

"f 

pies. 
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of Staff.. CINCPAC is requested to develop a plan, in coordina~ 
't~on with CINCSAC, which will.provide support, as required, 
responsive to theutilization:of th~ .TAGBOARD drone in the 
PAC;OM area., ". . 

/ 

Attachment 

Copy to: !.. 

Secretary of Defense 
DNRO -"B1 

i . 

" 

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 
; 

!, , . ~~---=~--~~-===~------------------~ , Colonel, USA 
Acting Secretary 

. -

.., . 
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"POP fJEOfiE7 HANDLE nY;';iI.Ai'; C()~;THOL SYSTElf:jpTWJECT TAG130ARD 

APPE~~IX C TO VOLDif:E III 1 

VERY HIGH PERFORlVlliNCE DRONE RECOm:AISSANCE 2 

:3 

a .. Daci-:r\round '. 
(1) A cnnt~nuin~ nation~l rcnu1rnmcnt ox1~tc to Gonduct ') . .. 

covert imaeery reconnaissance operations against countries 6 
, 

hostile, or potentially hostile, to the United States an~ 7 

in some instances, aeainst friendly or neutral countries 8 
... , 

when the information required is not obtainable throuGh ') 

other means. This requirement includes the collection 10 

and exploitation of imagery on foreign military forces, 11-

activities, installations, objects, and other areas of 
.( 

12 

interest. 13 

(2) To satisfy this national requirement, programs 14 

utilizing both high perfoTIQance manned aircraft and 15 

unmanned drone vehicles have becn developed and are 16 

presently being utilized. In view of the political 17 

sensitivity to overflight of certain denied areas by 18 

manned collection systems and the technical and other 19 

limitations of the current satellite program, the 20 

TAGBOARD System has been develop?d to enhance the 21 

collection capability against objectives of national 22 

" interest located in areas wh,ere manned operations could 23 

provoke incidents potentially embarrassing to the- US 24 

Government. 25 

(3) The TAGBOARD System consists of a very high-altitude, 2~ -

very high-speed, nonrecoverable drone vehicle vinich is air 27 

launched :::~rom a 13-52 H aircraft. The drone power system 28 

inco~Jorates both a solid propellant rocket booster engine 29 

which is jettisoned after burn-out and a RJ-43 Y,arquardt 30 

ramjet sustainer engine. The drone is capable of flying 31 

" : ; '1 . , r:! ~. ",'" 1 

, ) _)~; ' ....... J ~'" 

Jj 
70P SEGPlE'P l-'.ANDt,;;; BYE~:AN COlWROL SYSTE>i!PRO,TEC7 1'AG30ARll 
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3600 nm, at 0. conGtunt M 3.25, from an initial cruise 

altitudc of 80,000 fect to an cnd-of-misGion~altitude of 

95,000 feet. Gu~oD.nce iG provided by an inertial 

navic;ation syGtem w:1ich, in conju,i.ction with tho Gtellur 

tracker in the launcr, aircraft, lim:' ts the maximum launch 

error to 1.7 nm and :iubsequcnt free-flight navic;ation error 

build-up to 1. 5 nm/r,ot<T. Till th the currently installed 

camera system, the capability exists to photograph either a 

16 nm strip or a 28 ~~ strip the entire fliGht range. At 

the terr.,ination of a ,r,1ss10n, in a predetermined recove1:'J 

area, the camera, maGazine, II\'S 'and computer, stabilization 

syGtem, and certain other high-value components are 

jettisoned from the drone and are air recovered by 

specially confiGured JC-130 aircraft. Pyrotechnic devices 

installed aboard the drone serve two purposes. First, they 

can be used by the Lat<nch Control Officer to destroy the 

drone manually anytime a malft<nction of any of the several 

components, which are monitored via telemet1:'J, is noted. 

Second, they are used to destroy the .vehicle automatically 

at the com~letion of a mission after the sensor package 

has been ejected or if the drone descends through a pre-set 

altitude at any time during the operational portion of the 

mission. This fea~t<re precludes the vehicle from ever 

being recovered intact after any lau,'1.ch. 

b. Ass\.:...· .. :rTtions 

(1) US manned reconnaissance systems designed to obtain 

imagery of :roreign targets will continue to be restrict'ed 

from :;:~t<ll operation in certain areas \'lhere national 

collection objectives are located because of the politic~lly 

ser.sitive environmen't which will continue to exist during 

peacetime. 

TO:?' ,gESRE'f HAN"'')LE. VIA 3YE).r,p.N CO~!TROL SYSTEM/PROJECT TAG30;',RD 
2 Apper.dix C to 

Volt;..";".e III 
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(2) 'l'cchnical and other limitations preclud8 the 

satellite programs currently in operation or ~~d8r 

development by this country fro"". co:npletely satisfyinG, 

as a sole system, tDc.: national collection requirerr.ents 

as contained in th~ current CO~IREX tar~et lists as 

approved her the US Int:cll:i'~('DC::f" T'oard (USlE). 

(3) 'L'he TAGBOARD and other \.m;;,anned reconnaissance 

systems are capable OI~ augrr,enting the manned aircraft 

and satellite collection progr~ns and will be approved 

for employr:lent in ,sor"e areas which are presently. and very 

likely will continue to be, denied or impracticable areas' 

1~or coverage by the other systems. 

2. PURPOS2 

a. To describe the TACBOARD System. 

b. To o'c;,tline, in General te:.:'r[,s, -che responsibilities 

of the Join·t; Chiefs of StafI~ and oti":er corr.rr.an~s and agencies 

i~volved in~~e employment of the system. 

c. To eXJlain the basic concept of operations. 

d. To define the security management responsibilities 

of the TAGBOARD System. 

3. SCOP2. The provisions of this Appendix apply to the 

peacetime employment of TAGBOARD against reconnaissance 

objectives of national in~e.rest. Detailed logistiC support and 

fur-cher development of the system are not inclUded herein but 

, are provided for by separate directives issued by the Director. 

Xational Reconnaissance Office (DNRO~. 

4. RESPC:-;-SIB"ILITIES 

a. The Director National Reconnaissance Office in 

line w!~h his responsibilities for the management and 

control of all projects for the collection of intelligence 

inrorma tion obtained throug.'1 overflig.'1 ts o:t denied areas 

is res?onsible for the management and cor.trol of the TAGBOARD 

System. 

'POP SilORE'f/Hi'Ii""DI..E VIA BYE(I,.!\N 'CONTROL SYST;;;r.~S/PROJEC':' TAGBOARD 
3 ADDendix C to 

Voiu.;;-,e III 
. .--.. ~'i 
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u. T}1~ Joint Chi.8is of Staff wi].l: 

(1) Obtain approval fror.l hieher authori.ty on either [;. 

r.lont111y or individual :r.i8sion bash', for utilization of the 

'l.'AGBOARD System. 

(2) Direct the execution of' each individual :-:lission. 

(3) 'I'ask approp:ciate cor-.raands to p:covide the requiSite 

bit TIl.e Director, Defense IntelliGence Ae:,ency (Dl.A), will: 

(1) Se:cve as the DOD :cepresentative on all intellieence 

matters aS80ciated with the TAGBOAnD p:coc;ram and which 

require USIB attention. 

(2) Register .::c:ld levY the USIB established/app:coved 

imac;ery reconnaissar;.ce collection :cequirerr,ents developed 

for applica0ion to the TAGBOARD collection effort. 

(3) Provide appropriate authorities l'iith an assessment 

of any reactions to TAGBOARD ope:cations. 

(4) Provide tecb,nical or intelligence support Vlhen 

requested to assist the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the 

conduct of this program and i,n the evaluation of' TAGBOA"RD 

operations. 

(5) Provide photo processing,' duplicati~n, and 

exploitation support as directed. by the DNRO ~ and 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(6) ?:covide appropriate authorities with inforrr.ation 

pertaining to the de~ree of satisfaction of , imagery 

requirc:-:lents based 0," intellic;ence assessments of coverage 

acquired by the TAGBOARD prograr.l. 

c. The Cor.I1;;ander in Chief, Strategic Air Conunand (CDrCSAC), 

\·rill: 

(1) ?repare·and forWard to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

for approval appropriate plans for the support ~~d 

execution of the collection effort. 

1'012 eEGR£'P/¥0}'DLE Vlt~ BYEY:AN CON'mOL SYSTEM/PROJECT TN',P,OARD 
4 Appendix C to 

Volume III 
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(2) Preparo mission pro:lles baGed on national 

throuGh the DIA. 

(3) Conduct the o~c;·ation&.l );',i'osion when directed by 

the Joint Chiefs of sthff. 

CINCSAC A to provide the required m~ssion sur~nrt. 

(2) Provide the necessary ::mpporting :foy(:',;s ancl/or 

resources to ensure ~uccessful missioll bompletion when 

directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

o. Detailed responsibilities are set forth in the 

Annexes to this plan. 

6. LOGISTICS. Logis tic sUlJport for the 7MrSOArt;) drone 

~ogistic support for tho 

supportin,:; and operational forces is the responsibility of the 

respective millGary service or corr~and concerned. 

(1) Overall supervisior. and execution of operational 

.missioLS will be as directed by .the Joint Chiefs or Staf~ to 

the co~~anders of unified or specified corr~ands exercising 

operational control over the ~~its involved. 

(2) Direct liaison betl-leen appropriate commands is 

authorized. 

b. CO;r.:-1U;';:;:CA'l'Imrs. All teletype cO::Jr;:u:r.ications and data 

tY&"~'1sr:1issions will 'ue cOr'~dv.cted Hithin t:-.. e existing NRO M 
BYEYu\X com:;',~'1icat10ns r.etwor% and DOD :3YD:A:-f comrllunications 

charillels if the ~~O ~ system is not available. 

o. Security. See Annex B to this A?pendix. 

TQ,? ~i:r;;;mtp/HAi';TILE VIP. EYEMAN CONTROL 
5 

SYS'l'EM/?ROJEC'l' 'I'P.GBOX,m 
Appe:-.dix C to 
Volume III 
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1. (S) C; E:JERAL 

UD.l~,anncd photo.:;ruphic drone wi1ic[-, ·has been developed 1'01' 

Sta:t:t. CI:;rCSAC ::"3 the opera tiol-.. &.l corr';;1a.r..dcr and as such 

is responsible for mission pl~~~ing and cxcc~tion of each 

m1ss~on w~c~ direc~ed by the ~oint C~iG:s o~ St~ft~ 

objec~ivcs to be achieved and the responsibilities related 

thereto. 

a. Ob.iectives 

(1) To augment present munned aircraft and satellite 

reconnaiss~~ce proGrams. 

(2) ~o contYio~te to the total national reconnaissance 

co:lection effort through utilization o~ the system in 

areas not satisfactorily covered by other reconnaissa~ce 

systems. 

(3) To effect management; or~ the TAGBOARD System at 

t;he na~ional level by the Direct.or J Xa tional Recon­

naissance Office (DNRO)~J and to insure that the system 

is employed on t;he basis of valid, national imagery 

rec;.uirerr..en"'Cs e 

(4) To effect operational control and ut;ilizat;ion of 

-ene TAGBOARD System by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a:1d 

its opera. tiOYi.6.1 e17~ployr:1ent Utld"er their gu1da:-:.ce, a~ ... te r 

o'Oerat10:18.1 ~~,d political :;:~8.ctors have been considered. 

(5) To perform an objective, continuing evaluation 

o~ the adequacy of reconnaissance collection operations 

co~ducted by the TAGBOARD System. 

'PEl? £Ii:~g~T/qAi\'DLE VIA 3YE::I.AN CON'!'ROL SYSTE:-~/?ROcT3CT TAG30ARD 
~~~~~~~~6~~~~~~~~~~A7'~n~n~e~A~·~A'~~~o~~ 
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(1) rrhc tCJ..ctical or~o.r4izD:ti():l will be a GAC 

clcr;~8nt, cOl1Gis-cing of thJ.~cc spccic..lly t:caj.ncd B-52II 

and rrjL1intenancc personnel., based o.t f~cb...:e Aiy Force ;.$CLse, 

California. During t~e initial operatin~ phase, all D-21 

navic;ation, coY~.;nunlcatio;"js) sensor) \·;ill be pcrfcr:-::ed 

by a contr&.ctol'"' team DW;:JcY'inc; &.ppToxir;.~tely 70 peyson.nel. 

Special i-~c;,ir.ccnance :for the Deputy C:'1ief for ;"~ateI'lel of 

the opera ti:'1"'; detaCrll118n t. !<aintenancc of the c o:nplcte 

TAG;30A;,;) System will ever;."ct:iklly be aSG1;JT.cd by SAC; however) 

SPecialized contractor su~port is rccoc;nized as a continuln~ 

requircmen'v. B-52H ik11'CYikf't support Vlill be through normal, 

established military channels; D-21 system supplies and 

i terns peculiar to the r;.r. -;:;ed system vl111 oe provided through 

I{RO it»r cOZ1tr&.cts on an aY"'J..nual basis" Base :"'d.cili~ie3 

a.nd services vl111 be provided as necessary to s'c.pport 

operational &~a training requirerrAents and to accorr.p:"ish 

l[,aintenance and 1'epa::'r; efforts oeyon"ci the capatili t1es 

of the TAGBOARD element." 

(2) Tr.e t&'ctica\ org&,r.ization Vlill ;-;;aintain a capability 

to launch 'c[-,e r;1&,ximum nurnber" of sorties authorized per 

~AoYJ.th_ Curre::tly available 8.ssets lirr.i t the maXirflU;(i 

authorization to tviO operational, sorties per month. 

c. Personr:el 

(1) lViilitary personnel resources will oe provided by SAC. 

Flight crel1-to-aireraft ratio will be ;;.[~ir;.tained at l-}: 1. 

:::he 1]S Air Porce will provide for a tHO year stabilized 

to~:c' foY' assigr"ed personn,el with a pl&nned personnel 

Approved for Release: 2018/11/16 C05114813" 
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r()~u.tlon(ll prO~;ro.Ll to pl"cclude CXC8S3:LVe lOS:3C:3 01'" 

trained o.r:.d clcc..red pcr::;orlrlel at one ti::.c. It v:ill 

also precludc the premc..ture loss of spccially trained 

p8rso~nel to i.TS ·Air Force and SAC ~cr;~0::.ncl lcvie:3. 

(2) A modi:Cicd 'l'AGi10A:-LJ Systcrn Projc;c"C Ol':rice (SPO) 

be C\.ssiGned to interface oetv:eer .. the co~trr;.ctor and 

SAC. 

d. Trainina; 

(1) The flyinG; hour program I~or the TAGBOARD progra:n 

will be. established by SAC. FliGht erc;\·; chech:out a.nd 

proi"icicr ... cy trainin~ in the· 3-521-: a::'rcra.:'""t will be as 

prescribed by current SAC directives. 

(2) Du:cing tne operat:'onal valida.tion pha.se, 

participa. 1:;ing organize. tions \·;ill develop C?X and 

operational test plans which will be exeClAted to 

determine the operationa.l readiness capability of the 

~AGBOARD System as we:l as G~a~r and.ope~ating 

organizations. The results of the valida.tion tests 

will be submitted to the D:;;R0()l') and the Joint Chiefs of 

Stafi' -::or review and eva.luation. 

(1) National ima.gery 6011ection reqUirements 

applicable to the TAGBOAIlJ System, estab:ished/approved 

by the US Intelligence Board, '<Iill be levied througn 

tne Defense Intelligence Agency in co~j~~ction '<lith the 

Joint Ch::'e:;:'s 0:;:' Sta::"f. These reqlAirements '<Iill re::"lect 

the estaolis~e6 objectives of the system and will be lAsed 

:for mission ?la~ni~g. Cur::.'ontly, due-'-to-availability of 

assets, 1:;'110 o:)erational missions pel' r.:o;:;.t:::. s:::'olAl6. be 

planned. Computer flight plar.s \'Iill be developed by SAC 

coveri,,':; ti1ese established objectives. .jC-130 and 

'1'Q;> ~;!;gM'::' ¥.ANDLE VIA BYEJVtAN COW=,?WL SYSTEf./?ROJECT TAG30ARD 
8 ).r,nex A to 

Appendix C to 
Volurr.e III 
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st::::'fici8nt fliCht pl11n dut;&. to .;;..llo'll nece::;;:;ary deployment 

u.nd opera tionCi.l plo.nninc; •. 

o~crutionul c0~~~~d8r, ~o ~on~~or a:l phaGCG of the weather, 

Prior t~ lD.:cr .. ch o:z~ any TPIoGBOi:..R.D rr..i~sion) SicC vTill 

Center) of the mission duta (;:<;7D, Route, :7A) and vlill 

: ... equest authority to launch the r,',i8s10n. I.;:~ approved, 

SAC a.nd the JC-130 l'ecovery detacr.rr.ent villI be directed 

by "the Joint C::ie:~s OI~ St6.:'""I'"" to support t~e misSion. 

(4) Upon approval of the mission, the a.ppropriate 

ur .. ::'fied COlilivnands \'lill be dirt:.!cted by tne Joint Cr .. ie:fs of' 

f.. Re-ooY't2.. 22CO~ ar .. d OPili::? Tepo~ts 'dill be S~bl; .. i ttcd 

in accordance with VoluIne I o.;:~ this directive and upplicable SAC 

9 
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(' ";-',.....,1' ,~', -," ( r-1 
u.wL.U.l.\ ...... l .... 

e 

Projcct TAGBO~RD will bo co~trol18d and operated 

Con~rol Systom. Ovorall mnnaGe~ont 0: Project TAGBOARD 

security has been assiGned by ~~0 Dlrcccor 3 X~tional Recon-

security 0:': P~'o~oct ':1:'AG30AHD havo been dc:;:'incd as ~'ollovls: 

a. Director, Pro~ram D~ is responsihle for: 

(1) Under dele3ation· from the m.-::w ~ey.crcisir:3 

over~ll secuTity manac;c:ilent respor..cio~:"ity :Oor Project 
. . 

TAGBOARD, to be operated accordance with securi~y policy 

GuidD.:.'1ce )rovided byt:-"o o1':'ices 0;" the Director 01' Centr&-l 

(2) :::n coordinat:"on \'lith the ;Je:;:'ense Intelligence 

AGency. Joint Reconnaissance Cen~er (JRC), Central' 

IntelliGence Agency (CIA). and Director, S?ecial 

PrOjects, OSf.F pycparinG a Project TAGBOARD Security 

Guide to oe ;:pprovec by :J.::rRO~. 

(3) Dc:;:'ining appro?ria:te channels 0: co::-.nun'ications for 

r~,atters related to the security pf Project TAG30ARD, to 

include primary responsibility for all security 
~ 

al'J;.ngemenc;s arId coordinati9f, actions incider.tal to 

l4Ur1cl". vehicle rr.odi.::'ication, rccon .. '''w,issa.nce system test, 

lOGistical and corrJa~~ications support, and operational 

coordina tior ... 
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(4-) Directing the ir;.::;le;-;1entation of Project TAGBOARLl I 23 

security policies and procedures throughout those facilities 

specifically established for control of this progr~~ by the 
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~r provide advicc and ~uidanco 

access in all cases not cpocificully reccrv2d to the CIA~ 

Com~;'.a,ndcr on f,',o.tterG rc~atcC: to ::>ocurity. 

security of all interface with CIA industrial s0curity 

aT'J.d .the Director of Spcc~[..l Projects, ,OSj\~'~, 8&tcl::Lte - -

;Co~trol ~'acility (SCF) s~)portinG elc~e~ts. 

order3 tha~ re:ate to opera~ional security and othen/ise 

:ccspond as a r::o..r..d&.tory point of coo:cclinat::;..on for the Joint 

Chie:'"'s of StD.::''''~-' s.r:.d CJ:~CS.h.C Orl all rnatters related to 

?rojoct TAGBJA~D operation~l security. 

(9) Insuring on behalf of CIA (Office, Special 

Activities (OSA)), necessary access to the SAC TAGBOARD 

~et~CG~cnt and e~virons by contractor personnel. 

(10) Coordinating all ac"cions :.related to TAGBOARD 

security at Area 51 with CIA (OSA). 

~AG30AR~ security. 

sta~f has beer. assiGnee. ~he following 

responsibilities: 

(1) Provide sta:'f secu:.:'i"cy guidance to the DG"RO f..7). 

rpQP £EG?lET HP::m::'E VIA :~Y;':,,!AN 8()X'i'~OL SYST:;;;Ii/?:::O,iECT TAn'E',Ol\~D 
II Annex ilGO 

11]lpc:llIiix (; to 
VOl\.llIlC III 
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L 

2 

security polIcies u:!ld ::!roccdUl~Q:';. 3 

(3) :;:'rov ~dc co::;;r.un::"cD:t;:O:1;:; :; ccuri ty (CG>;~;EC) support !, 

5 

(i.) In concert with "l;l:c intcllircc;;,ce "u3cr" corr.r~,unity, C 

dcf~nc security policy and procc~urcc rcl~ted LO 7. 

exp:oitation of the resultin~ p~oto~r~phy. 8 

(5) As the Executive S8cr~tar~at of the Interdepart~ent~l 9 

, " -'-u 

11 

12 

13 

c. CTA .1.'1 

15 

::"nduG-'C:c::'u.l security pro0~arn in s'U::;:;::;ort of Pro.jcct r:2.l'J .. GBOJ\.RD .. liS 

17 

sec~r~~y investigations ~nd security deter~inations related 18 

19 

s t~"'1dards: (b) lY!.akirl2: !I ~us t-l'~11oVl II G.e:c is ions re la ted to all 2G 

CO:1tractor employees p:coposed for access, to be detenr.incd 21 

22 

(c) over~~: supeTv~s~on of Project TAGEOARD activities at; 23 

contracto~sl facilities. 2<: 

(2) Co;,tinue to exercise prima:cy security respo:1sibility 25 
I 

for a:: act~vity cond~cted at or, related to Area 51. 26 

27 

proposed. fOT Project 'i'AG30ARD access. Insure cor;,;J::'iar;ce n 

'ili th BYE~~~I\ personnel S2curity stan:dards in sue:1. cases .. 2'1 

(4) 'l'hrougr. tne Cor~pa.rtme:1ted ::i:nloIT.1a.tio:1 Branch (c:LA(CI3))Q 

rr.a.ir.tain, as a service of Com;;;on cOl",cern, a Yl:a.ste:c list of 31 

all inc.ividc;.als approved fer a;'1d i:1doctrinated into Project -:;:~ 

TAG30A?W. 

12 

Approved for Release: 2018/11/16 C05114813 

F.nnex 13 to 
A;:J;Jendix C to 
Volur.:c IE 

~ 

" . 



· ," , 
,; Approved for Release: 2018/11/16 C05114813 

SCF to insure t11at no prclJudi(!~ results to the Gccurity of 

(1) In8ul'o L110 prepul'ation of operational s8curity 

:'Yl[;truct.ions in confor;r.D..::1ce with Projcc\;. r:'AGBOA=~D security 

policy and procedures. 

(2) Insure i:nple;ncntation 01~ t{Joce contin,'~enc:y plar.s, 

il.pproved by "Ghe DIlEO PJ upOi1 advice and l~uidance of the 

ICPC. 

f. '1'1:e DI/\' "Iill: 

(1) lv.anil.i;e t:1il.t program rela.ted to the prerequisite 

personnel secur:" ~y review o..::d certificat~oY'~ of all DOD 

related peyso~.r ... e: ~ropo .. ~;~d :"01' ProjC!~~t ':;~Gi30ARD access. 

(2) Insure t~e i~plereentil.tion 0: appropriate duty and 

travel restrictior~s ,Jeo 6..11 DOD reluted persorJ.ncl irho are 

provided access to the pTojec~. 

(3) ?rovide acce;:;s to .JO:;) BYE:·;"',.;; cO:;;~j;'w'1ications and 

security control facilities O~ request.' 

TAGlWAjfJ 

SeC'U.:::'J..-VY :t,J0l::..cy and prOC8Gv..res throu£;:-.. out all supporting 

nL:.i tary cO~Irr.ands. 

(5) ;~a:"nta:"n overall cor:.t;rol: and provide security 

pol:,cy directives :~or PC:l'so:"mel access, c.:"sser.,ination 

0.:'" il-",:('crraation, a.Y}d security of tacili ties "IIi thin :J01). 
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HANDLE VIA 

TOP SE&RET BYEMAN 
CONTROL SYSTEM 

-tS'1 NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

THE NRO STAFF February 13, 1969 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. FLAX 

SUBJECT: JCS Paper on "Very High Performance Drone Reconnaissance" 

A ttached on the right is a copy of the JCS letter providing 
guidance for the operational employment of the TAGBOARD drone. 
This letter asks the CINCSAC to develop a supporting operation 
plan for JCS review. 

You will note the misuse of 'ITAGBOARD" as a codeword in 
both the JCS letter and the Appendix. I I staff is 
presently preparing a memorandum for your signature to Mr. 
Helms asking his concurrence of the use of TAGBOARD as an 
official codeword for the drone project, in accordance with the 
ooerational concept paper approved by you on December 11, 1968. 

I Ihas contacted DIA and asked that they correct the 
present misuse in all copies of the paper either by substituting 
OXCART /TAGBOARD as the codeword identifier or by caveating 
the paper to indicate that action to establish this codeword is 
currently in process. 

WILLIAM R. YOST 
Lt Colonel, USAF 

OXCART 
HANDLE VIA CONTROL NO ______ _ 

BYEMAN Tep SE&RET COPy ___ OF ____ COPIES 

CONTROL SYSTEM EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMAfiC REGRADING PAGE ___ OF ____ PAG~S 

Approved for Release: 2018/11/16 C05114813 



/ . ..-
) ~, : ~ . , 

.. 

I .<1., 
...... 

, . 

... 

CopyHo. 

Approved for Release: 2018/11/16 C05114813 

" 

'f0~ 8EC~'f HANDLE VIA BYEMAN CONTROL SYSTEMS 

11 February 

, 

. :. 
1969 

-:-
,.. ; . 

/ 

. , -

NOTE TO HOLDERS " 

of' 
. ~, 

APPENDIX .0, VOLUME III, SM-70l-68 
~. I . , 

Because of' the classification of the attached, 

Appendix C, holders are requested to change the 

covers of Volume III of SM-70l-68 to read "Handle 

,via BYEMAN Control System Only." 

Joint Secretariat 

,. .~,-
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