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UN SATEILITE REGISTRATION

IT we are to attempt to legitimise observa-.t:lon satellltes

. ’,.w‘ /,.

a first and necessary step must be the enlarge ncnt of our UN e o

registry list to inolude 2ll successful satellite launches,
'withpu'c distinetlon as to purposz or length of ¢ime in orbif
By such registration we may hope to accomplish the following:

: " . ;;’A; Id +
1., To merge the reconz‘zaissmce operafions into Che 7

' o4
totality of our space pro~ram and thus, by naking them less o
consploious, reduce public speculation and comment esbout
then. | ‘ . - sz,\; Y

2, To deprive the Bloc znd others of an obvious  fo™ J
cA'

e
opportunity to accuse us of bad fc..l-th on registration, and ;,f»/“’ i
3 or w4t r,'

/5 - 3
of a’cte'npting to conceal our efforts to use ou’cer-space for Z w~°f ’

military purposes. | ' ‘ -t 7
3, To avoid prejudicing our position that | )
observation satelllites are legal by elimi wbing one of the d ; "
most obvious eclandestine -- and by implication, illegal -- “/}Pl-/:— ng;;‘; ?éwf
aspects of these launeh:mgs, 3 - PN cur refusal to register "i“ﬁ 7, l/*;g ,w/
them. ‘ / Ao
‘ | 4L, To establich a baclqroﬁnd for more expliclt |
révela‘cions,‘ if they beeome neceessary or desirable, aboub » M‘-Iﬁ“‘;f;“ “
our observation ea‘tell_i.tes without the cmbarrassment of o f ﬁlj .
forced public explanation of cur failure to rogister theu, ‘// ar )
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5. To avold repctiticn of the Crlonn fiasoo, and “"iifwjﬂ,;i
T L i
the obvious disadvantages of selectiva svac;al" Teglatra tions Aot //
Fi .o
We do not belleve that registration will of itsolf ”":'“ 7
TS et L‘

' aim, of course, is to obt...in world-wide geeeptance of the. ,U * bl

£
legal framowork for observauion satellites; the question ef 73/{ w"‘
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cormit us to explain the function in detail of any specific ’:»'L“l/”
sateliite. We would propose simnly to registor them within

the existing four categories (although wa may find 1t in our
interest to modify these catogoriecs ab escmo future tims),

Wo do not believe that r.gi tration would necvsuarily ,4,4'1

the future, We assume that cuch operations would only bte /k

necessary if the Soviets throaten or actually manage to &% s N -~

’ - ;.“ . frale
shoot dovm or otherwise inueri‘crc with cur satellites, Ourd-**":_;/ _‘M”/-,;-;

M

k) oy L0 M"L
lega.lity of observation eatellites, and thus to force Soviet /' f o
payment of an unacceptebly high political price to iﬁteri‘»:’e e Ji?,;d

with 'l:h:em° Ir we establish the lég»a ity vut are unabdble to
prevent Soviet interfercnce, we have a olearl,v defensible
casa before the world for elandestine oparuuiuns, I these
eperations are discovered, we can publicly arzue their |
:ecessity, and defend ocur refuzzl Lo rﬂgis’cc° theme If they

cre not éigecoveraed, then clearly thede is 70 problen; for

ol

actical purposes they do nobt exlst and thus, camnob , Tegiste sk,

If, on the obther hand, we co.zmbt cobablish an accep"’f’”"' ﬂfru o y
T
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T - —szener
u - the free use of outer space for reccnnéissénce be¢cmeé acadeﬁic,_
| end with it the issue of regiétration; W would then be fzee
57: to register or not as we cce £i%, since the utillity to us of
~ reglstration will have disappecrad,
| On the question of the disazdvanbages of registration to
- other plamned oé theorctical counter-nmoasures o Sovict
interlference, we have not heard tho arguments and thus

cannot assess thelr weight. Ve know of no countermeasures,
: “ CEE
howaver, whose effectiveness would be degraded by the act

of registration under the current procedures,
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