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MEMORANDUM

FOR HONORABLE U, ALEXIS JOHNSON,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SUBJECT: Froposed Reports to the United Notions Regarding
&pace Plane and Activities

I refer to the May 12 position paper for the United States
delegation to the May 28, 1962 meeting at Geneva of the Te@m@zsl
Subcomeaittee of the B’mted Nations® Outer Space Committee.

Taken as ¢ whole, the U, 8. position cutlined in this paper
appears {o be sound, although some parts are af least potentially
vulnersble. I am particularly concerued over the proposal calling
for national reports on space plans and activities, This action, as
outlined in paragraphs 8. (z), (b), and {c), could cause repeat aﬁ all
of the difficulties of the launch resistration proposal and be much
more difficult to handle @iﬁhﬁ@t sérious emberragsment over and
poseible jeopardy to the U, §. military space program. The recent
Soviet insistence that il orbital launchings be registered in chrono-
logiesl order, and that the Technical S8abcommittee prescribe a
unified standard wgis&mtien procedore has placed the U. 8. in a

somewhat defensive, although defensible, position in the matter of

registration. If the Soviets (or others) reaet aimﬁaﬂy to the proposal
to submit national reports on space plans, the U, 8. will be forced
emwr to submit reports on plans for mimafy gpace activities (which
bviously will be compored later with the registered launch data) or
to insist that only some, not all, plans are to be reported. Either of
these situstions would seem to be most undesirsble and in some respects
much more difficalt to cope with than the registration matter. Efther
would focus attention on the classified aspects of the U. 8. space pro-
gram. :

. Aecordingly, I recommend that paragraphs 8. z), (), and (¢)
be deleted from the referenced position peper and thot the U. 8. approach
the @b;a@wv@ of these deleted paragraphs by example rather than
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Commitiee proposal or resolution. The U. 8. ¢ould cubmit reports

on solected space projects voluntarily, while evoiding uny formal
commitment o do so. In this wey the U, 8. could exert positive leader-
ship townrd desired cbjectives while avoiding the possibility ing -
forced either to reveal mililary space plans or to refsme te do so after
having encouraged the Committee to call for such reporis.

Signed
Joseph V. Charyk
Undep SBecretary of the Ale Force
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