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BACKGROUND PAPER 

ON 

SELECTED INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS RELATED TO SPACE 

PROBLEM 

(U) Recent discussions of potential norms of behavior, best 
ices, and an rnational code of conduct for space 

ope rat s l sunderst and spe ions 
regarding U.S. Government (USG) compliance with selected 
i onal s. 

BACKGROUND 

(U) Four inte onal s related to space th 
which the USG s have recently been at the center of 

scussions norms of or: the s 
t Gu s of the United Nations (UN) ttee on 

the Peaceful Uses of Outer (COPUOS); the Code of 
Conduct s the les; the 
International Tele cations Union (ITU) Constitution; and 
the of Objects Launched Outer 

Below is a short des ion 
of each and National Re ssance Office (NRO) 

s . 

DISCUSSION 

(U/~The 

COPUOS des 
Technical 

Debris Miti 
guidel s 

ttee (STSC) in 

delines of the UN 
the S entific and 

2007. These vo 
delines are not 1 ly binding under inte onal law. The 
del s were devel via consensus wi the STSC, and the 

full COPUOS endorsed the gu 1 s in June 2007, followed by 
General Assembly endorsement later in 2007. These guidelines 
are consistent with, and modeled after, the U.S. Government 
Orbital Debris t Standard Practices and the Inter-

Debris Committee s Miti on del s. NRO 
ons 82-02a and 82-03a establish cons s with U.S. 

Government tal Debris t Standard Practices and 
y to all NRO programs. 

Code of Conduct (HCOC) 
Prolife of Ballis c Missiles is a 
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SUBJECT: International s Related to 

intended to ate the area of ballis c missiles 
of weapons of mass destruction. The HCOC 

effect in 2002 and the ted States s one of the 
s States. One sion of HCOC calls 

states to de pre launch notification (PLN) for all 
ballistic missile and space launches. I 

Iforwards the PLN message to Aust a, rh ch 
L-__________ ~~--=_~ 

serves as the Immediate Central Contact for HCOC, which then 
des fi all subs states. The 

pre-launch notification is generic and 
resents min t risks. For exam e, the 

(Tg//TK//W~) The ITU is the United Nations spe ali zed 
agency for informat and communication technology. It 
facilitates all on of obal 0 spectrum and satellite 

ts (geostationary slots) in order to d 
rference. The two pr documents govern 

activities are the ITU Constitution and the ons. 
ste a satellite with the ITU Is such as 

orbital locat ,cente ,modul on, 
transmit and receive ower levels, transmit and receive antenna 

ins etc. 

L-________________________________________________________ ~ The lTU 
s 
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SUBJECT: International s Related to 

allow Adminis ons to operate any system necessary 
"milit purposes as long as that system does not cause 

rference to others, i.e. operate on a non- rference 
sis. 

(l'~/ /'fIC/ ;'NP) The United Nations has 
of space launches since 1962 in with 
Resolution 1721 B (XVI). The Registration Convention, a more 
formal , entered into force in 1976 and des that 
1 States should sh to the ted soon 
as icable, the foIl information conce space 
object: name of 1 State; an appropr desi of 
the space object or its registration number; date and territory 
or 1 on of launch; basic orbital rs; and general 

of the space object. The States, as a y to 
stration Convention, an official US stry 

ects Launched wi the State 
s s to the UN Secre 

General on each space object ed on the US stry. NRO 
cles are in the rly s; the bas c 

orbital lnformation is the initial orblt and is not updated. 

CONCLUSION 

(U) The United States, and the NRO as an agency of the 
United States Government, consistent with national se ty 

sts as applicable, s th the sions of the 
s Miti on delines of the UN COPUOS; the 

Code of Conduct s the Proliferation 0 Ball stic Miss es; 
the Inte onal Tele ons Un (ITU) Constitution; 
and the on s of Objects Launched 
Outer 
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