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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

lJUL 28 1959 

Dear Mr. President: 

1 a.Jn forwarding herewith the Military Space Projects Report 
for the quarter ended June 30. 1959. 

The DISCOVERER n satellite was succe •• fully launched into 
a polar orbit on April 13. 1959. &om the Paclflc Mi •• U. Ranse. 
The timer command reset failed to adjust to the ac:ttJal orbit period, 
whlch wae les. tball planned; cOD..eqUtllltly, the biomedical capsule 
was not ejected in the planned recovery area. ..arch operatiOns 
faUed to locate the capsule, after it was reportecl •• en In the 
Spitzbergen, Norway. area. DISCOVEU.B. m. launched on 1une 3.· 
1959. and DISCOVERER IV. launched. oil J'uae ZI, 1959, experienced 
succe.sful ascent. separation and orbit booat. howeyel'. both 
vehiel,_ failed to achieve orbit. DISCOVERER V. e»riglnally sched­
uled for July 1. 1959, has been postponed UDdl July as. 1959. 

Due to launch pad availability problems aDd d.Wlculty wi~ the 
ATLAS ... DmiasUe. the firet MlDAS (.en early wal'Din& satellite) 
launch haa been delayed two month. to lazaualT 1960. . 

Firm obje~~ve. havf;t b.e!1 established .for·t:he SAMOS (recon­
paj,ss8.Dce satelUte) project with polar Ql'blUnt satelUtes capable of 

. performing vt.ual and ferret reccmnalsUDce functions. 'the first 
flight ts scheduled fOr AprU 1960. . 

The first tWo of the eigbteng1Des for the SATURN (clustered 
booster) project have been euccess£u11y tested at the Army Sa1Ustic 
Missile Agency. .Develo~l'4t of tls,8 D&vlga.Uon aticl couunUDic:ation. 
satellites ie in the hardware _tag. arid continues OIl ,Ichedule. 

As indicated in my letter transmitting the previous quarterly 
report, project TlROS (meteorological eata111te) was transferred 
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to the National Aeronautics·and Space AdmiDistratiOll effective 
April 13. 1959. In addition, project CENTAUR. the high energy 
upper stag.. was transferred to the KatiOJaal Aeronautics anel 
Space AdmhU stration at the close 01. this quarter ~ 

With great respect. I am 

1 Inc:1: 
Report 

The President 

The White House 

z 

Faithfully yours. 

Signed 
THOMAS S. GATES 

Deputy 
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