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(U) National Reconnaissance Office 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From Intellipedia 

(U) The National Reconnaissance Office (NROl is 
the national program to meet the U.S. Govemment's 
jntdHgtmc~ needs through ovcrhead reconnaissance. 
Th~ NRO is an agency of the Department of Defense 
(DoD) and receives its budget through that p011ion of 
the National Intelligence Program knov.n as the 
National Reconnaissance Program, which is approved 
bam by the Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) and the 
Director of National Intclligence (DNI). The existence 
afthe NRO was declassified by the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense, as recommended by the Del (Director of 
Ccntrallnlelligence), on September 18, 1992. 
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(U) History 

Main article: Histar,.y afthe National 
Reconnaissance Office 

(0) The National Recoillmissanr.:e Office was created 
on August::; 1,1960 by Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara to manage the National Reconnaissance 
Program. For most of its forty-plus years the mere 
existence of tht! NRO was classified. The NRO was 
instrumental in assessing the Soviet missile threat 
tlu'oughout the Cold War. The NRO then continued to 
adapt to new national security concems post-Cold War. 
After details of the construction of a new headquarters 
building in Chantilly, V A leaked out, the NRO was 
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declassified in 1992. 

(U) Mission 

(ll) Innovative ()verhead Intelligence Systems for 
National Security. 

(U) Vision 

(U) Supra Et Ultra. 

(U) NRO Leadership 

III (U) Betty Sapp is the Director, National Reconnaissance Office. 
III (U) Frank Ca)velli is the Principal Deputy Director 
III (U) Maj Gen Steven T Denker, USAF is the Deputy Director 

(U) NRO Briefings 
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Acquisition and Operations 
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Ground Enterprise Directorate 
(OED) 
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(U) NRO Online Tools 

(U) Useful Tools from Other Organizations 

III (U) GETS - GEOI~T Enterprise TPED Services 
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• (U) Department of Defense 
III (U) Intelligence Community 
III (U) National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
III (U) National Security Agency 
II (l J) Central Intelligence Agency 
II (U) Deputy Director for Mission Support 
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External links (U) 

• NRO Web Site 
II NRO on i4S 

L"nited States Intelligence Community 
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You havc new messages (last change). 

The NRO designs, builds and operates the nation's reconnaissance 
satellites. NRO products, provided to an expanding list of customers 
like the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Department of 
Defense (DoD), can warn of potential trouble spots 3:rOlUld the world, 
help plan military operations, and monitor the environment. 

As part of the 16-member Intelligence Community, the NRO plays a 
primary role in achieving informalion superiority for lhe U. S. 
Government and Armed Forces. 

A DoD agency, the NRO is staffed by DoD and CtA personneL It is 
funded through the National Reconnaissance Program, part of the 
National Foreign Intelligence Program. 

• Contents 

lRI 1 Vision 
lRI 2 OUf Mission 
• 3 (L) NRO Intellipedians 
II 4 Directions 
III 5 For More Information 

Vision 

Vigilance From Above 

Our Mission 

Innovative Overhead Intelligence Systems for National Security 

Page 1 of3 

NRO Seal 

The NRO is ajoint organization engaged in the research and development, acquisition, launch and 
operation of overhead reconnaissance systems nccessary to meet the needs of lhe Intelligence 
Community and of the Department of Defense. The NRO conducts other activities as directed by the 
Secretary of Defense and/or the Director of National Inlelligence. 

In recent years, the NRO has implemented a series of actions declassifying some of its operations. The 
organization was declassified in September 1992 followed by the location of its headquarters in 
Chantilly, V A, in 1994. In Febmary 1995, CORONA, a photoreconnaiss811ce program in operation from 
1960 to 1972, was declassified and 800,000 CORONA images were transfClTed to the National Archives 
and Records Administration. In December 1996, the NRO announced for the first time, in advance, the 
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(U) NRO Intellipedians 
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(U) NRO Intellipedians can add this temp]ate to their User Page by placing the following code on their 
page: {{User NRO}} 

Directions 

From DC: 

II Rt. 66 \Vest toward ManassaslFront Royal (Dulles Airport) 
.. Exit onto Rt. 28 North toward Dulles Airport 
.. Tum left onto Willard Road (you will have passed the complex on your left) 
.. Tum left at the light onto Lee Road 
.. Turn left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

From Points North: Take 1-495 South into Virginia 

OPTION 1: 

• Exit 45A, Dulles Toll Road (Rt. 267) West toward Dulles Airport (cost $.50) 
• Exit Rt. 28 South toward Centreville (cost $.35) 
II Cross over Rt 50 (you will see the complex ahead on the;:: right) 
II Turn right onlo Willard Road 
II Tum left at the light onto Lee Road 
II Tum left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 
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OPTION 2: 

II Exit 49, Rt 66 West toward Manassas/Front Royal 
II Exit onto Rt. 28 Korth toward Dulles Airport 
!Ill Twnleft onto Willard Road (you will have passed the complex on your left) 
!Ill Turn left at the light onto Lee Road 
!Ill Turn left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

From Dulles Airport: 

• Take airpOlt road exit Ol1to Rt 28 (SuUy Road) South 
!Ill Turn right onto Willard Road 
III Turn left at the light onto Lee Road 
III Turn left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

For More Information 

II NRO Website 
III National Reconnaissance Office 

Interagency Visual MedIa Group (IVMG) 
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