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MEMORANDUM FOR BCO, STATE (Attn: Mr. William McAfee) 

SUBJECT: GAMBIT Security 

Analysis of available data regarding the Failure of. 
the GAMBIT Mission of 20 May 1972 to achieve orbit indi­
cates that debris from the spacecraft may have fallen 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 

It is requested that you advise concerned subordinate 
elements to report any infonation relative to·the sighting 
or reporting of the. entry of space debris as specified in 
paragraph 3. . 

Inquiries outside the BYEMAN System can include the 
." following information at the SECRET level: 

. • '.r- ";;::":~'f"':'-·,;,·---- . 

itA classified U. S. spacecraft launched 20 May 1972 
failed to achieve orbit. Indications are that debris from it 
ma have fallen alon a corridor approximately 30 miles wide 

Request any information you may receive or have received. con­
cerning the sighting or reporting of the entry of space debris 
during the time frame ~O May 72 to present. No reference to 
U. S. satellite operations should be made at the unclassified 
level". 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 
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(b)(3) 

Please submit any reports to the NRO as soon after 
received as possible. 
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to 

MANOR PILOT . (\nnV 
GAMB IT SE CUR Ulnn\ll~~ llUU 
MANOR FOR BCO; PILOT FOR CSSC 1,~\1....--
SUBJECT: GAMBIT SECURITY 

d'i:) ANALYSIS OF AVAILABLE DATA REGARDING THE FAILURE OF 
~E GAMBIT MISSION OF 20 MAY 1972 TO ACHIEVE ORBIT 

INDICATES THAT DEBRIS FROM THE SP CECR FT M Y HAVE F LL£N 

REQUESTED THAT YOU ADVISE CONCERNED SUB­
ELEMENTS TO REPORT ANY INFORMATION RELATIVE 

CISTRIr.Ul\ON 
SAFSs ~u 
rMcl::T \ . .. r 

Or Nnkll 

PAGE 2 WHIG 0808 5 [ eRE T SS-3 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 

THE SIGHTING OR REPORTING OF THE ENTRY OF SPACE.DEBRIS ~s::!:s-t:!.--o_+-T"'" 

~
s SPECIFIED IN PARAGRAPH 3. 

"3 I.NQUIRIES OUTSIDE THE BYEMAN SYSTEM CAN INClUDE THE t..:=ss~·.s~o_-+--,-' 
OLlOWI NG I NFORMATION AT THE SECRET LEVEL: SS..J 

"A CLASSIFIED U. S. SPACECRAFT LAUNCHED 20 MAY 1972 
FAILED TO ACHIEVE ORBIT. INDICATIONS ARE THAT DEBRIS ss~ 
fROM M Y H VE F L EN LONG CORRIDOR PPROXIM TElY 

;~-~.)kl~ 0 ;(b)(1) 
. ~i ~~~-f.--t·r-(b )(3) 

r---------------------------------~~~~~~~- ·~:~~_~'~$~~+_~I 
REQUEST ANY h 

E I V E 0 CON CE R N I N G \i;t ~:;:;;t._~~. --+--t'--, 
THE SIGHTING OR REPORTING OF THE ENTRY OF SPACE DEBRIS 
DURING THE TIME FRAME 20 MAY 72 TO PRESENT. NO REFER- I 

ENCE TO U. S. SATEll' TE OPER A T IONS SHOULD BE MADE A T THE u..1 .... __ o.Ilo.-..JoI-o-

~
NCLASSIFIE[) LEVEL". 

~ PLEASE SUBMIT ANY REPORTS TO WHIG AS SOON AFTER 
EtEIVED AS POSSIBLE. 
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ST 

Approved for Release: 2017/11/08 C051 01174 



" , 

,! 

Approved for Release: 2017/11/08 C051 01174 
-I VI "'I.VIII •• BYEMAN 

, CONTROL SYSTUI 

,'" NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

THE NRO STAFF 13 J~,me 1972 

GAMBIT 
HANDl[ VIA 

BYEMAN 
COIITROL SYS'lEM 

MEMORANDUM FOR NASA, ~CO 

SUBJECT: GAMBIT Security 

Analysis of available data regarding the Failure of 
the GAMBIT Mission of 20 May 1972 to achieve orbit indi­
cates that debris from thes acecraft rna have fallen 

It is requested that you advise concerned subordinate 
elements to report any information relative to the sighting, ' 
or reporting of the entry of space debris as specified in 
paragraph 3. 

Inquiries outside the BYEMAN System can include the 
"following information at the SECRET level: 

itA classified U. 5. spacecraft launched 20 May 1972 
failed to achieve orbit. Indications are that debris from it 
ma . have fallen alon a corridor ap roximately 30 miles wide 

Request any information you rnay receive or ave reCEnve con­
cerning the sighting or reporting of the entry of space debris 
during the time frame 20 May 72 to present. No reference to 
U. S. satellite opeiations should be made at the unclassified 
levelu • 
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(b)(3) 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b)(3) 
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Please submit any reports to the NRO as soon after 
received as possible. 
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