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SUBJECT: Recovery of Space Objects

At the right is a message from Col Parrish and Dr. Walt
Leverton relaying Dr. Leverton's findings on return of space
objects during his recent trip It is our opinion,
affirmed by General Allen that this is 1ndeed debrls from
GAMBIT Mission 4335.

Under the United Nations conventions we as the launching
state are entitled to recover reentered space debris. For
that reason and because we are sure this is one of our recon-
naissance satellites we wish to gain custody of the recovered
materials., At the -same time we would like to look further to

see if there is any debris which | 'have not recovered.

We propose the following plan of actionm.

We will contact an approprlate‘
| lone who has a TALENT KEYHOLE
clearance. We can determine who to see through our CIA con-
tacts. We will approach\ \ explain to him our
objective and ask his support. We will probably arrange for

Lpresentlv assigned to the Aerospace Corp-

oration] \ We would

-ask him to head an effort to recover additional debris. not

already identified.

We would like to handle this whole-affaif at a very low
level and do not propose to involve the ICPC at this stage of

‘the game. Unless there are obJectlons we will proceed with

this approach.

_ o ) : : )
(lsevcd t,  BYEMAN-1 F’rez de rlch "Lé Hofrfan
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- GAMBIT/ HEXAGON

- FOR GENW CRAC2LRN FROM COL PARRISH

REF AUTOSEVOCOM COMVERSATION OF YESTERDAY THE

FOLLOHING INFORMATION IS SUBHITTED IN ACCORDANCE '

viTH YOR REQUEST OF DR LEVERTON CONCERNING THE
S OF THE RECOVERY INCIDENT) i

" QUOTE. DWRING THE YWFEK OF OCTO3ER 16=-19 | ¥AS
VISITING THE|
CONTRACTORS IN CONNECTICN WITH THE AEROGPACE
CORPORATION®S ROLE IN THE  |COMMUNICATIONS
- SATELLITE FROGRAM. | HAVE TWO MTS PERMANENTLY
STATIONED ON THAT

PAGE 2 CHARGE ST§7-SECRET—

FROBRAM, CNE OF THEM, IRVING RZ"PN!CK, TOLD ME IN
CONFIDENCE THAT HE HAD BEEN SHO MATER
$H1CH| HAD FOUND IN
EARLIER THIS YEAR (RZEPNICK FORMERLY WAS ASSIGNED

YO THE HEXAGON PROGRAM OFFICE AT AEROSPACE),

RZEPNICK ASKED ME iF | $0U TO SEE THE MATERIAL
CMND | STATED THAT 1 ¥OWD, ARRANGED
FOR US TO VISIT THE

RZEPNICK AND | WERE SHOWN THE

_ QUITE OPENLY DISPLAYED IN T¥0
(F THE LABORATORIES THERE. THE RECOVERED MATERIALS
CONSIST OF THREE ITEMSs (1) A SPHERICAL TITANIUM
PRESSIRE VESSEL APPROXIMATELY 12.3 INCHES IN DIAMETER
D A WALL THICKNESS APPROXIMATELY @.2 INCHES, THIS
SPHERICAL CONTAINER WAS IN QUITE GOOD CO! NOITION
EXCEPT FOR ONF HOLE APPROXIMATELY FIVE INCHES IN
DIAMETER, THE SPHERE WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 15

POUNDS, €2) A QUANTITY OF GLASS IN VARIOUS SIZE PIECES
RA&G!NG FROM F!ST 70 TH U’;\!B S%ZE. THES" PIECES READILY
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PAGE 3 CHARGE 5747 'S—E—e-R—E—T—
FATTED TOGETHER TO MARE A PIE SHAPED S:.CT!ON FROK Kz
CIRCULAR PLATE, APPROXIMATELY 10 INCHES OF THE

~ FERIPHERY CF THE CIRCLE WAS REPRESENTED, THEY HAD .[rur-~

ESTASLISHED THAT THE COMPLETE CIRCLE HAD BEEN
PPROXIMATELY 38 INCHES IN DIAMETER, THERE WAS NO
EVIDENCE OF MELTING OR EROSION OF THE GLASS, THE -
CFIRST 1-1/2 INCKES INHARD FROM THE CIRCUMFERENCE
_¥AS APPROXIMATELY OIE INCH THICK. FROM THAT
POINT TOYARD THE CENTER OF THE PLATE THE THICKNESS
~ STEPPED UP TO 1.8- INCHES, AND THERE WAS CLEAR
" EVIDENCE OF AN EGG CRATE WEBB STRUCTURE CN THE
QOTE BACK SIDE UNQUOTE, THE PITCH OF THE WEBES
¥AS 2-1/2 INCHES AND THE THICKNESS OF THE WEBBED.
 MATERFAL APPROXIMATELY 3 SLANT 16 INCHES (TREY
" GAVE VE T¥O SMALL SAMPLES OF THE GLASS WHICH |

HAVE IN SAFEKEEPINGY. (2) A BADLY BURMED ASSEMBLAGE
F WHAT APPEARED TO BE CIRCUIT BOARDS WITH A NUMBER
F DISCRETE COMPONENTS ATTACHED. AT LEAST ONE OF
THESE ®AS A RELAY IN A TRANSISTOR CAN, THEY HAD .
(PENED ANOTHER TRANSISTCR CAM AND FOUND IT TO
CONTAIN AN INTEGRATED CIRCUIT. ON A SILICON CHIP.

PAGE & CHARGE 5747 SELRET
THOSE COMPONENTS WHICH HAD LEGIBLE MARKINGS WERE
OF WS, MANUFACTIRE, AND THERE ¥ERE SOME

OOMHECT ICNS MADE BY THE WIRE TRAP TECHNIQUE,
THESE MATERIAIQ MAN AFFM Found M

\SUSSE QUENT SEARCH AND INTERVIEW
WNCOVERED THE GLASS MATERIAL APPROXIMATELY ONE
MILE SOUTH AND EAST FROM THE LOCATION OF THE
SPHERE, THE ELECTRONICS MATERIAL WAS LOCATED 8
TO 42 MILES SCUTH AND EAST FROM THE SPHERE ¢ | HAVE
A MAP SHOWING THE LOCATION OF THESE FINDS). OME

S+ RET
. OF THE INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED HAD BEEN OFF|CIAT|NG
- AT A FOOTBALL GAME ON MAY 22 AND HEARD A ¥HISTLING
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- SPHERE INDEED IMPACTED ON MAY 20. AS YOU KNCW THAT
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SOUND AND SAY SOME OBJECT APPEAR TO LAND N AN
FDJACENT GARDEN AND HAD GONE OVER TO LOOK FOR THE
(BJECT AND FOUND NOTHINQs 1T TURNED CUT THAT THE
- TITANIUM SPHERE WAS FCUND IN A FIELD ADJACENT TO
TH. GARDEM. IT SEEMS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THE

COINCIDES ¥1TH THE LAUNCH OF GAMBIT NO, 35 IN WHICH

 THE AGENA ATTITUDE SYSTEM FAJLED. THE MOST PROBASLE

IMPACT POINT FOR VEHICLE NO, 35 HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
ONTRACTOR TO BE IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF
A PROECTION OF ITS FLIGHT PATH WOULD HAVE
TAKEN TT OVER THE APPROXIMATE AREA WHERE THESE
MATERIALS WERE RECOVERED,

©IT SEEUS GUITE CLEAR THAT THE TITANIUM SPHERE
MND THE GLASS MATERIAL ARE PORTIONS OF VEMICLE NO. 35,
AT IS ALSO HIGH.Y PROBASLE THAT THE ELECTRONICS
KATERIAL IS OF THE SAME ORIGIN, SIGNED W.Fe LEVERTON,
(T 24, 1972, UNQUOTE.

PAGE 6 CHARGE 57&7—S—E—-E-R—E—f_ '
- 4T 1S DR LEVERTON'S THOUSH THAT THIS INC!DENT
HMS NOT BEEN PASSED THROUGH PRCPER CHANNELS IN

HE EXPRESSED FEAR CORCERNING

ETTING OTHERYISE COCPERATIVE PEOPLE INTO TROUBLE -
" CONCERNING THIS INCIDENT; HOWEVER, THE DIPLCHACY
CF THIS MATTER CERTAINLY PUST BE LEFT T0 HIGHER
t=2 MPDET
—SE R
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