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AUSl.., 

,-I4In'6. rlwlrMr_.t ~ ----" .... "" .. -
~ COIIIlre hili .'rli'c16 .. ,.AI .... .,.~ .• 
.II~ Ii/I'iIIIf. A ~ PJl'V..t1f lII'lCfJe Jlliu sit .. iIIIl<I!rm,itllrtli 

eodllllmJ lit fltl'l of .lS&.l, iez... 
CoL.1hm1'114 £. B"~ 

buIImta ~ ill arcI nNIte U ~ 

tbe 101$ of 
an estimated one to two hundred U.S. 

authorill;ation, ~ 1I;~ .. ''''fh 

them did stray inl:o Soviet or 
over the Soviet Union's tenitorial wa· 
ters; some were shot down. Even 

,almost all reoordubout 
unexhumed. but 

those • well as th£ lIICOl· 
ledions of do 

a broad outline of this most 
clandestine Cold War The 
true story, $0 far as it can now be deter· 

is more dramatic and its dimen· 
than al· 

PARPRO missirms eoll.ec:l.l~Q 

and pho!:ogra:pb.ic intelligence, 

Intc:IJjIlE~nee and the secretlIries 
(If defense and state, denied 
these in 1948. after the 
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for such a mission from Strllteg.iI:: 
Air Command 
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one-way to attack Ameri-
an cities. in December 1950, TrUliliilll 

beliwe that their Soviet counterparts 
launch an attack Western 

'Witb a 
aerial on the United States. 

With United Nations forces in North 
Korea in full retreat, Truman 

proclalrllltiol'l of national emer­
Cillied 

41,000 feel. 
The command that s.~ selected 

In those for this mission \\1a5 Col. Richard C. Nee-
this country, as well as in the mar-

itime to K.'orea. 
The Soviet of 

was the Cllllkotskiy 

JlB..46C,. ... ,. II ad...... __ <II II ~<III" 

_,IfdIN.-. c.._ Jill' IGllJ.lllf1ttu1it .l.rsImu __ _ I· 

_"'mmb:~ 
riel I. 

was awakened from a nap tht 
telellOOrle call: His ai'rQ1li't 

mission arrived. 
headquarters of the 

)Urs later ht stiR re:membe.ted tilt tour­
\\00:1 return telex ~ "file re1Ipon-

and court-mama"" 
chanleal fnalfund:ion was there 
\lIQUid be no court-mart1aI.) It "'Owd be i.! 

airc:rew ",wd an 
the eastern U.S.5A 

Clement R. Atlee Ind minili-
tert Ernest Bevin. Concerned that the ; 
United States use atomic ~ns 

Allee had visited 
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cessions on the use atomic weapons, 
but it $t1.'!lllS Whether Atlee acI:w!I. 
I)' intended to approve iIrIy overilii9ltli 

stationed, Lt. Col. 
Mixson arrived in March 1952 to com-
mand SAC Celi!mlmern, 

~ .. 1"'.4t 
.... m IBS.2.lAIb u. Col. "8.::t .. 
~de .. ~ .. ~M 

IIRd ~ 

.Ifill. Cnil'mp'" Cnillllllllllt.I'I 
11m m de 195:1 .. .5' • .....,;, .. , 

0..,"" ~ _1111 ~t.,.. 
UalrIe~'" &itmMn. 

border-into the Baltic stales in the 
north, Belorussia in the center, and the 
Ukraine in the south mISSion 
CmJnpb)n and Sa.nders ftewl---l:he Sovlet 

sprane into 
inteUiIli:nce listened 

that scrambled into the 
... "" .... ,,', .. none round the 

returned 

VI.'lII.r......wnicn in the 195()$ seemed 
IV--·;:'>Al. bad to the U.S.S.R.·s 
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IlURO'EAN O\IERFUGHTS 

AlJpI')5, 

- Aj>rill~ 

• l 

second mission De-
the mISSion was am· 

celled. For Churchill, the 

ber John Crampwn and Hack Millon 
led the of fOUl 

RB-45Cs back across the Ati.antic Ocam, 
at. Lockbourne APB in 

snow was the 
baSI:! maintenance who ap-
Dro:ilCtU~!l the ain:nft sl:ared in disbelief 
at the U,S_ Air Force bombers still decked 
out in British 

Back in the States, the Air 
ForcI:!, in collaboration \\'ith the U.S. 

In eastern 

MO-enI1lne UIlJ)~ air­

pOSlieSSl:!C.Ia 

~ to IrmL JUF IlB-ISc. .-Ie IIun #1""""",, _ _ rllJ!PAr. 
lUl,.mM'1! mr 6ue& A mGmh ItItitr. lI&IF eqttda Ilamlt/l.utlH. 

Rae) IIIew&. 

knols (345 and a :servia 
feet The nO\'e1 

with a IIelltrally-mounted APS-l!O radilr 
beneath the aircraft. was emtll~~ 

as a submarine hunter-killer. This 
aircraft was nwdilied with an experimen­
tal tied:rooia; suite that filled the nose: It 
~~d a~~mlou 

radars and communlcatiom equiptrient 

conducted test missions radars 
of the Alaskan Air Command. It then 

overtllJPlts of the Siberian coast, 
an Air Force RB·511 (an im­

version of the B-29) that 
tnl:ll'llnhl!d the Soviet. radar 5nes and air· 

fields. 

I'I'Ii'Iintained. the strictest se· 
crecy, without radio ~mmunica!:iorui of 
an~1 kind, even on takeoff 

1ll3I'IIIgI~ to locate and photOll,I7Iph 

Soviet installations from the Kamchatka 
Peninsula in the south all the 'I'Y~ north 

the Straits to 
were, to Koch, 

missions. which were n"""mAII'" 

launched from Kodiak or In the 
Aleutian lslanWi. The P2V-3W flew at 
15.000 with its crew on oxr1len. and 
the RB-5Q followed above and ~hind it. 

inland about fifteen 

aircraft used 
eQl.lipm~t to localE installations (or the 
camera-laden 1m-SQ. 
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a 
to vouch for them. 

On two of these mJl'l!'fIlllht 

Soviet MiG-ISs int~!JT.I!I~WI 

lend-lease aircrift hound for·Sovjel 
forces 00 the Eutem Front. also 

ayailabJe to !.hem. allY unlJl>ll8i conan­
these 

rtiIlthl1!ill:. 

to President Truman memoranda from 
Gen. Omar N. chairman of the 
Joint and Gen. Walter Be· 
dell Smith. dlredor of the 

two reconnaissance ", .. "rIl i,f" h: 

Siberia. After the IU'I'!lidl'll'll 

iIPIlln:M!!d. "northern runW between Am­
the Chulkotsldy Pc:nil'lliula, 

gent on the concurfence 
of the State Dnlllmml'rlt." Secre-

of Stale Dean Acheson must have 
concurred. because 

thil' SAC modified b\'O 
8-478$ from the 306tb Bombard-

and 
nII\lllgalX)r. With word 

General Arm-
00 ()cto.. 

the KC~97 

located 
hundred miles from the Siberian 

rrIIiiilnlan,d. ami then lew to the ccmmu­
nka1tioru area over the Chukchi Sea and 

colltinued on course past W ........ ..,"'I 

lanclthen turned lIOUli'rwest toward the 
SOV'iet coast. landiall close to 
nnrmurn,- Timmins: s\ritched the 
cameras as the for a 

and then turned eastward 
the 

wee" "~:T _ \'IIhich had 
and dear the 

after the 847 c.rossed the 
COIISl Sa:ttered douds: and oc-
casional haze the obscured 

SlUlface for the remainder 

aircraft was tracked Sovtet 
Giinter lIWiveled his seat 180 de· 
to the rear to. control the 

defensive armament, the 
few minutes advised Hillman 

he had Soviet 
below to 
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Soviet mainland near VladivoslD!c, 
ThI!!ie Far East Air FOI'Ce.'S 

was O\ler 

North Korea, near the Valu River, in De· 
.",,""n~' ""'" two ain:ralt to c0n­

tinue the missiom. details are 
W"".'UIII. these RF ·BOAs . and RB-45C$ 

visible 
at feet. 

eontinlJl!d 011 300 miles to targets 
of interest in the neighl)orno()d 

Manchuria. After "''''''''''''''''!01 
radar-!.rorw: nlwtll1l'anhll of airfields and 

and industrial intitalla­
tions in the ares. returned via 
South Korea. The two R8-45Cs oontin­
IJI!d to reoon~ce missions 

1953. 
Tile extreme secrecy that sun-ounded 

these increilSed. if that were pos-
1953. It wasa time aflesd­

in both the Soviet Union 
United Stata. Stalin and 

D. EisenbOlver suceeeded 
Truman as The former 

countries bad now es:plo~!:4 hYdrl)i!e:n 
""", ..... .., But if the Korean Arrntllltll::1! 

that he ended hostili-

Union and Communist China. Eisen­
hower t.he of 

contin~ljng ove:rfIi~!hts in peacmlrme 
In of mttmational treaties to 
which the United 
His seemed 
to continue the OYelrfiilltill.s 
SENSlllIT (Sensitive ,UlJi:.llli1J1:Il11&I 

gram. 
in 

cormaissance aireraft~F -8fiFs 
RF·IOOs-anu B·51A Canberra 

bombers cno·l/en'i!IIl 
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II n!CCnnaissance 
1955. Morrison had assumed command 
of the 15th Tactical Re(:onnai:ualrlce 

Morrison's detachment of 

Amur 
and Ai the two aircraft 
climbed to altitude over the Sea 

be and as he it 
Morrison homed on a broadcast 

!'rom the Kbaba.rovsk radio station. With 

apron, its fuel 
f1amedoul 

Bade on 

he nPYWl''nl'1'l 

of Prime 
ston Churchill had reconsidered strate-

not 
cess 
\\lith fuel the wrcraft ~;suse:d 
range sufficient for it 
tude !'rom r ___ ~ .... 

U.S.S.R., and 
The British a.'lSiignj~d 
ROBL'1~to 

eli or l\«i or 

various elements 
fense $)'Stem from iii 

stone routine for Stalin's heirs in 
the Kremlin. 

Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 



Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 

DUring the mm of 1111!» 

lit.\tiIIc hiIppened. • 1n ooe ngion, 
tne operatDr II(Cki£Dtally slnl the Soviet 

in Kharkov, tl'K! 
Ialoftl found 

The result was it PUrtle. 
and officers well! removed from 

was demoted to 
the rank lieutmlnt cokmel and com-
mittea suicide. Other BI!t'!!:C>n,nlll wee without ~nture, IlUI'I1efOOS 

sent were sent up after them. 
However dist:our.!lgillill 

SAC to the Tactical 
and General 
red: in the "''''II'1m''''1 
RAFB. the It;\Fs 
formed with most or the same crews from 
the 1952: _l'IK11i'lt m,issil)ns; 

flOW. western leaden had been 
alerted to the existence 0( a 
&Met Jlfl,"lcbe:slll1l'-4 leNu,rome­

i.nten:onl:i.nentlll bomber 
code-named "Bimri'). \\.Iith the number 
of Bison bombers and nudear weapons 

til be the of 
llre.atest concern in the U.S.S.I ... and 
about 'mich the least was kno\I,'Il, was the 
Kola Peninsula in extreme nortn\1est 

allow the Arctic Circle. Inten:on-
tinentai bombers here could 

foreshortened routes O\'el the 
attack targets in A:merica~ 

could also strike targets in Creal 
Britain. A 

or 
of his ('M.'fI. 

In mJO-riIllrll 

tions from the I de­
tachment RB47Es to the Fairford 
RAP base near Oxford. The RB47E 
lOOunted in its nose and the 
idential suite of cameras carried in the 
RB-45C. On 
briefed 5epaJ'lIte1y 

be conducted in radio silence near the 
Kcla the 

miles nortb of Nurmansk, two of the 
three Austin's 

watched oyer their sboulders as a oom­
rade receded from view tCM-wd the Soviet 
man_It to SAC's remark· 
able standards ot pro,fesl.iof1lai 
tbal the 1.\\.'0 aircm\'S did not break: radio 

returned to base. 

at Arkhall-

in llerceotoTs cou Id not sbiy 
and their aim ",'as 

gun battle ensued as 
Austin fmished targets and 
turned tCllJllMd 1ruUand. As he banked the 

a MiG lituck from IIfId the 
the 

n,e in­
ten:tlm. Holt bad fired the tail gun, but it 
jammed the first burst. Nevertbe:-

he the MiCs at a safe distance 
to reach the Finnish border. 
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were not "leared to know about 
SENSIh"T """,,,flldh,t.:: 
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There "''ail alleast oae further over· 
of the Union laundIed from 

Creat Britain. In March 1955. a 
time USAF misaion JMri AD­
del'llOn followed mula and ~ tar-

wen! identical to those of 
~rlier RAF Three RB-45Cs took 
off from the RAF flew 
east\!;m at 35.000 feet. and simultane­

trOS5ed the fmntien of Czecbll$lo. 
and the Baltic Stater­

this time the L~ track Will 
farther 1.0 the south. The mission 
filii!, a... involved ra.d2II-I(XIDf: 

1l::II!11'IIDl:W of biet installatiON 
and cities for Allied target foldeq. &Met 

scrambled into the 
even radar vector-

could nolloolte the ~ 
/I:'1'1"l'u':'I« All of tbe 

",At the 
to 

AlU10lJlJl Soviet 
PJOIlOS" 

~;ida1t had determined to an. 
the lJ...2 in daytime missiON over 

the wutem Soviet Union to ~ the 
number of bombers the SeMet 

Air Forc~ number. USAF Iea~ 
en: insisted, tbat the number 
of sucb bombers FOfCI! 

was not alr-refue­
its unrefueJed. radius 

.. nt'ir,,,,.hd to be substan-
when laul"lChed 

Mountains and return in And it 
"''ail not m ope;J:i1!2 in the SIJQ\'Ii 

and of An::tk; ~ For American in­
teOil~:e. the U.s.s.R.:l YlIStArttic 

Siberia:s northern 
IIIIStem &hores. The 
of aerilll forces in the 
Caused the natlon'sleaden: to consider 

many were shot down 
or mre otherwise 

lorl~Y'II)Ur were retrieved. AI: the same 
EisenboWl:r an Air FOfCI! 

to reco~ airmft 
over and around the Soviet far north. 

it com:pll!tl!.~phot.phi<:a1· 

5I!~ 

week reconnais.. 
sane'e airaaft; and RB..t1H dectronic re-

northern 

tions €If the 
Peninsula to the 
3.4M-mile round 
deta:::hment fomted for this nm>:l'lItilltl 

eluded, 
the 10th Reconnaissance 
Smilldl'OtI. Lockboume 
RB..t7Hs fromtbe 34Jrd Slnltegic 
conDalssanc:e Sfllllll!:rnn 

some twI:lnfY.-I!ii!Jl:lt 
the,e shared 
10,0(1).£001:. snow.and-ice-cove:rai run­
\',..,: aU of them took refuded over 
the and landai in "'tvf~"'I .. t" 

radio slence. 
The air located 690 miles north 

of the Arctic Circle on North is 
north of the nearest 

human the Eskimo 
Thule. TJ.te airctcws tvn:ieallv dl~laned 

mmIMr~tlln£ofthi!~-:h~ 

when "wind chill 
factors" were unheard oil, in iii regiQn 
devoid of "Covered in 
SIlOW, a time the year when dark-
ness ruled houn a 

Maintenance cteWs"and 
alike were in what looked b1re 
railroad cars, even down to 
the Il!\!I!fed door handles.. Toilets operat-

via the Hush sylitem-
blind Arctic 

and 

radio silence. 
Plannen tsad dMded the SovIel.4.tctic 

three basic. sectors. a total 
€If mila. TJ.te first e:rtended east­
ward from the Kola Peninsula to Dikson 
on the Kara Sea; the second extendai 
from Dikson to Tiksi on the 
and the third from 'fib! tite 
Strait, The RB..475 

more reconrW551i1nCe aircraft 
North Pole to 
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ml~t!l.inlrl( were 
flown each aircraft and 
crews, with the RB-47Es and Hs 

over SO\iet 

its 
the Ural Mountains and down rivers, re­
tOi1:1l'\oiterirlg the and 

bourne, which 5up'pIiI!4 

Bn:.M-'ll seMd with 
(lI)eJations ofIieer and Illis-

I. lIu! .,mng .f 
2UB, tie SIMIe­

"'t:Ah~h 

the The RB-
47Es recovered at Eielson AFB, 
and the nm over the North 
Po!eto Thule. 

in retirement years taler, Curtis 
than referred-erro-

\i'llstok,1n Tom 
on interviews with the 
declared:. '1 f!e\\1 the entire s.",C 

recoonaiDanee force over the Siberian 
of \'ladivo$tok. But later writers 

~t my ida." he 
'*r'aS ordered to do " Whether 
tered and e!illiggembld the 1!.CC000000t for et· 

or for m'lWns of bis own. \\'e 

know. 
Rlfledn'!g on the Thule mi5sions 

Gen. William 
were oorulucted 

one mission ever was reealled. lUT~_.III'l. 
tr, "'We flew 156 mis-
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main 
strations 
ever seen 

Air Force 
Unde.l'$eI:n!U1t)' of State Her· 

bert HOO\'ef, SD\tiet note, dated 
had been deli\ll:red to the Atlltri­

for "'IThaW-

American response must be ,.""""u",, 
drawn. HOO\!et read a ProPOS~ 

ltnN,r<tntl\l all 

betv.'een the superpowers, the Ilrel.ideirlt 
had become inamsil!l>:1lv unOJmKlftall,!e 
am:tlrovUli American \tiolations of SoI,~et 

But administration 

u than 
a reconnaissance bomber. 
Eisenhower determimd to continue 
0Yer111S1ltS, l!SI~ecially after 

5 provided IntelUIi!~mce 

a 1lE\\f~ airaaft 
This was the alr·refuelable 

Marlin 
reconnaissance veniOll of the RAP Can­
bernl bomber, built under Erilhlh JicI!:ruie. 

Eisenhower v,1!S _~ .. ,,,tlPd 

chine e::;cape. Sa\,tiet detection. He 
I RB·57Ds 

Oller separate tIrlIets in the maritime 

siGn 011 December ll, 
entered the maritime 

simlultlne,ously from three different 10-
v'ladfllostDk Ind O\'El:mew 

targets. to Air 
the bombers \vere 

MiC-17s scnm· 
but the !\meri· 

jntl~mI2enl=e com-
were viSIble. 

air beneath the 
protest Oil De­

cember doubt ahootthe capa­
bilities of Sr:I\tie( air defenses to detect 
and 

011 December n. 1956, between 1307 lilld 
1321 
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reCOnllal!.saFlce, their suec:esSI.lI'S 
~'llith II $utieit or such imormlltioo, al· 

of reliable. That tt1lnsforma· 
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and 

1995 
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214 ORIGINS OF U.S. SPACE POUCY 

':~~:d'~ifcll~ at the Bureau of Aeronautics. He 
the! RAJlm ev3Jll3.Cio[1 CIJm )" in time to match 

ever, could no 
satellite 
vehicle. 

Studies of aUI[ODl3.CIC 

mll",prviJl'inn of the satellite studies 
JJece[nbc~r 1947 to its Committee on 

NY: DOllbledllY &: 
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215 

the Research and DevelloptneJlt recommendations ended 
work for a number of satellites at 

on the West in Santa IYlUUlI.4, 

Earth· satellite work in the late 1940s and 
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216 ORIGINS OF U.S. SPACE POLlCY 

about the Soviet the CIA and the Air un-
beg:mning of the 19505. officers sifted 

....... ~, ....... "*. that 

rT'I\~!n,na re-
dirl~.~ru~blrC:ll rur 
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ExPLORING nm UNKNOWN 

While the CIA and 

~ 12: Pau! E. Worthman rec,oUc:ctil)ftiI, 
JU!7 2jU~~5;(A\lStil~! tlnn-en'ityofTelCLll 
conducted in the United States 
tellts oftbe U-2 andA·Ut 

ill Endosure with 

Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 



Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 

218 ORIGINS OF U.S. SPACE POllCY 

and Menon E. Da\lies and William it Hanis, 
O/i'll!'nltlliDl'l 4n4 Refaud U.S. (Santa 

The RAND Corpor:atioll1, 11-262. Vol-
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...... "-'u"n" OF U.S. SPACE POllCY 

COllUIlaD,Q 2'lut\nriri.·'I! ever 
was dissolved ill March 1975,-
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These and other events soon to foUow made 
lit 

221 

.. b""",.·,.. of a Soviet 

should launch sclen­
of De­

lOY 
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inctT"'rt ... rI ........ "',.""' ........... members mevaluate these 
satel· 

"'1>"'" "" .... ,IK,T, 194'·19'.9 (USAF Historical 
approve the iCY satellite program in NSC 5520 

5akr on CBS "60 Min· 
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EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN 
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ORIGINS OF U.S. SPACE POLICY 

Drc)Dosed Air Force satellite would 
ICBM.ot 

thousands D011ln(ls and be launched 

....... ' ........ lCCU recommended for those nr"i", ... u 

and added one of its own: an infrared raC1l0lmeler 

1957 President Eisenhower remained undecided whether the United States 
needed to more than for science. of Defense 
Charles Wilson remained astronautical ventures kind. 

49. hulle mid 
AFB lind elsewhere that Adlll 
event! mrned out, Ad. with a'''''''''''''' 
Earth orbit. 

50.m 
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226 OIUGINS U.S. SPACE POUCY 

There 'WaS an ..... '1.1"' .... .0: ... 1&<:: 

radon. Eisenhower dt'!.:hll'e:d 

be eSQblisbed. 
consider the future 
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22'7 

1 

on satellite 
on 

re~lea.lter) "t..,ot ... <rir and tactical commu-

Missile Detection 
and 

Reconnaissance 

nU::aJ.llOIl _ ••. _1",.. to on 

Detection of nuclear u<:: • .uu,"''''\'U'" 

Satellite ttlSJpec:tor 

Other automated satellites 

nf «:ul"'1nri,tP attack and create an imne(:ttcln 
means of' aerial and space nh" .. nr.:! 

66. lise.hower hilllself newed thae overflilrhu 
nolation of national before perlOnally :aOt,to'I~2' 

for it. 
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11. NSC5S14, 
on Outer 

December 
12. 
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laders at that lime seemed unable to ItriiLsp--or un"'~lIIrul 
dent Eisenhower's uses • or [be rallOl'l3Je 
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Soviet Pnmlier Nikita l<1!l'WIlu;I,e'O 
nmoe, with a SDt/itt 

Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 



Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 

new lnterconlt:\­
systems, 

strategy, revised 
"",.,,,t,,,'c 1X1l1i!1l1lip.:m.:,., ilP~lilmIUS, and 

to reduce Ihe construction and 
bude. ·Besldes tru.-.se 

unusual col:tlulitfnelrll 
and country, other baSic perrep­

!:Ions and values also 
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1!!d f!:!w Ameril::ans, 
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new President reordered and streamlined 
those fOf con,veyrin£ 
word aboul America behind 

the functions of Pre:sident 
man's PSY'CiKlloJ!;iall StnlteJiW 

OCB ,.,ith alClrdil:'l.ilting 
fonnatlon and psycho,logiwl 
tivities" cf the U.S. gO\rt'n'tm~~nt,4 

Within on 
Eisenhower established the 
Indications Center for the express 

nUt·nn'~.. of u ... ll .... " .... ! 

Del'ensl:!, and the Del)artmeillt 
formed the intl~mR;enc:y 

Watch which consisted 
prellidlimtiial confidants such the !iI:!C-

re1a:rics of slate lind defense lind the ai· 
central intl~~:enl::e 

National Indimlt:iofls Center 

had 1.0 informcd, would be """,tn.,,>,' 

em Nove,.bl!T 
ross :II'WOm in 
IUi-visu by S.fI:umaIl Adalns, 
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the W'.u:h co.-nmiHee members. smffer!l 
eq:anl:!ed an indications list of 

WS:oE!'I-ml!: its industrY 

polml,llicm many months in advance 
det)irnlim! its fon::e!i on bmd 

and sea houts before "M· 
Therefore the proper mlj~Ui::erll::e 

"inclia~D:rI" this 1'.IUIbix 

can leaders to motllW!:A! 

mb&h r~~spo$WR$. 

eoonmnic, ilnd tedwical 
in 
Suez war in 1956 and have 
tored and reDOOE!O 

In March 1954 President Eis:M,ow,er 
atb:nded !f!$sion of 
of Defense Mobilization's Science Advi· 
sory where he disclosed to 
attendees the existence the Soviet 
ac:heslav4 interconf.im.!ntal BISON bomb­
er.i.and the threat if di· 
rected the 

wilh~l)lding information 
organi:zed the TCP 

me:mbe:rslrup Um:tv-1:l1W saenmlS, 
communications ex­

to examine three aspects of 
tional ()ne.....ContinentaI 

No.-emoor 1954 Land ron-
ler:red \*lim President Eisenhower and se-

the gravest should a U-2 
ever detected and shot d~'Il_ The 
two-volume TCP final 
Feb'fwtlN' 1955 thus conltainlKi 

the admmtstration's!!f· 
the Soviet Union 

ledrmclio1'j;}T that wnuld 

restrictions associated with 
of them, the relilltiollSi1Jip 

programs to each otOOr stilI is 
alions until it "tore its britches. The understood, the 
intA?JJi@,enl:e section the TCP final reo 

1'II'I\II1I!'~'I"!'. did recommend 

SPRING 
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1ntI!mi1il:icmal GI!()Oh'vsical Year 
International Council 

ScientifIC Uniorll!i lIJ take from 
1957, December 31, 1958. 
In scientific satellite 

the 
assistant secretary 

R&:D, Donald Aware of the 
PI'OI!!mJm and convinced that the TCP 

treI;~OJm of 
of Am'f'nam illll:enigel~Cf', 

in late: t'elH'nIlMl prhraieiy 
the U.S. National Committee for the ICY 

AI:l!(1emv of Sciences 

tiona! Science Foundation., 
tended, back 
Defense DCJ)artmerlt. 

eate J:nr,,.,d[,,H, ... ,,,, 

with the director of the Centn!1 Intelli· 
gence 
director 

with the first test of a 
hand, President Eisenhower broach",'" 
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Allen DuDes advised Quarles, now sea:e-
of the air that the Soviets 
wwld launch satellite before 

end of the til 

reoelVlinR advance Walmmll!: 

astronautical effo:rts has 'j:IrOmp,ted 
side:mble m 

:remained unconcerned whether the 
Sovim did indeed laWJch the first satel­

The 
IIoard had even prejpan!d 

before the launch 
October 4, 1957,23 For the Presidlmt, 
lint 

reaction 
1 and II and did his best to reassu:re Amer-

.......... , ..... , .... 1 'lI c:on­
gre!Ssionld tE!StimO'flV a,nd bitter com­
ments about Eisenhower and Ameriom 
defense mem-

dam 
With President Eisenhower's aOIJrO'lial. 

the first 
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in the 
education. Before nation­
wide address from the White House te-

Dulles pulHt.:eWY 

would not now be wise to "di!close to­
that the Unita'! Stales bas !.he capa-
of !.he Union 

from without interfer- . 
- __ "on,,, Jru;enhower refused. aJ-

denied these aerial oVE!rlIilli!:hl!B 

ai.raaft in \iolation intemational trea­
ties and or United States' disl!emblilllg 
about it, in late 195i not one of them pro­
tested !.he of their territories in 

ElSi!NHOWER 

Soviet leaders that 
neither differentiated between scientific 

ptOimJl!ted a 
administration. 

qualified future 

the President anIlmmced 
of a 

brOIU£Jt.t mlrn'l.aJlv into goy­
Killian chaired the 

Adv!-

erted enormous on the lnal'l::l\l!:l' 

in which the American program 
was structured and The next 

SeCret!ilry of DeferuIe Neil McJElrc,v 

with 
the air force reco:nnais5ll1'1C2 satellite effort 
!.:hen under way at Lockheed facilities in 

And 

of !:he nation's civUlIrll'l'Itifir 
and spate pn:lll.Hjs. 

At the White qis,rus:siOllS oC 
how best to fashion a national space 

in 1958. 
\i\t1til his own interests focused on 
tional securilt:v 

the need to the pea:ce('111 
of spate, that tile scientific 
II!laIJarati[ln of spate would receive much 

attE~nti()n in the Defense DepartmEmi, 
and !:he of 1."U.rIUU"-Uflg 

His measure, en­
Eisenhower and 

Cor~'sson 

Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 



Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 

sanee satellih!s "as II means of 
.t:ni!lr:\I:il1lg the Skies' or po-

of international arma­
ments control. H:/9 But reconnaissance 
sa~elliIl:es, for all purposes, 
remained in the of the 
vice that first fjrO'PO!jj!!d 
stmjteJdc Air Cool'lDllillr:W 
reet the opElratitlnal 
1960, eleven 

Pril!sident E~IwI1.1e7 IUf witll members: 
Sdace Committee 

I960. 

uIJ~nJ.Z,ii\UIJIQ, information retlll..m:e­

ments. and functional altl:trun.erlt of U.S. 
lUI:t:liil)!;l:nl;1I: activities-aU of 
c:hi!ln~!s aimed oootrol of 
the and i.ts 

these actions ex):)r~lSly 
manag;ement and """",,.,.t\,," 
satellites as techniiall 
ments. When reoonnaissanoe vehldes 
outer space did furnish the kind 
ovuhead inbillliJlll!JllCe fCII"m4i!rlV su.J:'Pli~!d 

months re~nalrdnlg in his second 
term, Eisenhower immediate an· 
swers to these in two funher 
reviews of U.S. inb~~:en:e Olrreri1itiol1:s, 
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reviews to recomu:tetl­
dations for the National Securll:y '-'uu ....... 

One of the two evaluations addressed 
the air force reconnaissance satellite ef· 

then caned. the SAMOS 

to form iii smaD team to esam~ 
ine the SAMOS alllSess the likeli· 
hood of national intel-

iml"ro~VeJmenl:s in its or 
OpE!1'attons. He identified three scientists! 

ment director of defense research and 
gjnl!'eM1K (flormerlv director of the 

V. 

assistant for science and U:!i;lUll"UU:~y, 
B. Kisliak()ws]icy 

non as time 8llI'Iong other du-
ties that summer the assistance 
two PSAC staff members and of Edwin 

and in-
formed of his progress iilnd findll.ng;li. 

Back in 1955, Richard 

continue to serve him 
a IXInsultant group new technical 

coUedion sum as the which 

not 
theund 

~i4tmf ~"OWiI!T'i 5lfCmtd sdtmce 4h1Sl!l", 
llitwed tfte SAMOS iD J!MD. 

alleral 
became the CIA's Directorate 

-lec:tmOlogy. To in 
encour­

agency to start ",,'Ork 

on I successor, a remarkable airl:!larle 
that would three times the 
sound at altitudes in excess 

distances. On :!O,1959. 
ter contrador studies confirmed that such 

KiSIiakDWSK.y'S review of the SAMOS 
concluded in 1960. On 
18 in Cantbmige, Ma:$Sa(::husetts, 

mendations that would be presen:ted 
the National """~''''''''Y Cowld1. 

of 
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be: to interfere with 
these satellites. Air FerOiL' 

had far too much attention 
pubilidziJng this the 

;::t.I'IJMI.-r.> to 
org;aniZiltiol'LIlUy in 500le disar­

decided that aU executive 
resJpon:slblUty for "'Hil"'>")'''' rrlarulgeJ:nerlt, 

civilian air fcree !IE!C:retarv 
I!!I!!£"retli'l''V. who would 

des:,ense. In this for 
IeYeI who would 

his 
uniiformed SI.1periOI'S, the air force essen-

diS4l!)J)em!d. from 
The same group discussed these 

u ........ !!> .. and recommendations with 
RIchard Bissell on the 

before the NSC meetm.tI; 

met with President Eisenhower to show 
hlnt the first reconruUssanOiL' p.bA)tol~ral)hS 

Din Land unrolled a reel of de'l/eu)ood 

rdm across the to the President 
stand;i.n~ beside his 

and to avoid or Drc)Vokin,lI!: 
Soviet Eisenhower declared that 
no American reconnaissance 

ever should be: refeaSIeCi 

for many years. Needless to 
those who attended the NSC me'etirLE[ 
were to consider the OI'f!;arLizaiJon 
and conduct of the nation's reconnais­
sance eleDite prosram. Eiaenhower 

• ""TV'" who In 
to Gates.3/) A few weeks 

Eisenhower also to a recum-
mendalion of the second fe-

He and combined the 
int.i!!TDreb!!l" assets from all 

CIA's 
inh!Il1f;;enI:f.! division and estab-­

civilian-controlled 
Phcqrapl"uc lrlteJ:]pretaticm Center 

V1UiU2:i1, and distribute 
reconnaissance 
who moved with the CIA division, was 
named 1'I.'P1C director.37 

Befr>m 

civil space science and 
u,,~""'''''''. 'Dlep<lmnel'lt of Defenli4! _11111',,,,,, 

tion, warn-
and recorwais.nce satellites. This 

dh,lision of effort also would be endorsed 
sua:essors and remain in 

to this. Placed among 
the new administration's 

ron v.1tb President 
to approve Eisenhower's 

amlng:ement of space 
co~leal5Ue of Robert S. McNamara when 
the two men worbd for Ford Motor 

World Il, be 

the with virtualliv 

and capabilitiE!S, 

late 1960s dealt Ii 

fonnatilon, am lOSt all of it 

reconnaiSSAnce as most imlr::lOl"t:arlt 

and an American astronauti-
cal it would effect 

the way in which the cold wor 
oul.-

Astronautics but one 
men! In a of national secuxillV 
sues dedded in the Eisenhower adminis­

as Eisenhower 
had identified and 

atmftlval for all of the basic lie-

svsten\s that seniOO the so 
thelreal'ter.-irtdlJldirlg the U .5. Air 

a conse­
quence, the efforts of PSAC in subse­

administrations were directed h) 

President Nixon in 1973 
his science adviser and disbanded 

on the Tec:J:miOlclgical 
bilities Panel, on the President's Board 
Consultants on FOlreilltn ulteilligen<:Ie 
tivities, and on 

SPRINC 1995 
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intE~ ... ation of which I 
CO[\.tin'tlea, the 

as the the acceleration of our 
intercontinental ballistic missile prG­

el4' tecllnuiue:. of un~ 
specta"c:ull!l.r ad.-

These actions end events belie the pop­
E.isenhower chose to 1"""', ..... '., .. ,,, 

DolHkian and Sl:illt~~imiln. 
_:lrl ..... _. leader who 

neer the destruction of the Axis 

and a few confidants in 
and executed a critical American defense 
.. p;~:;u ...... In that effort and 

tics in a manner that most m­
fl.uen.ced international events an.d met the 
most needs of the 
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1956. Presidll:nt Eisenhower issued Executive 
establWied the President's Beard of 
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Richard 
whom many call the 
father of American 

F 
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CORONA STORY 

The American "Baker" 

atomic bomb test at Bikini 

Aton 1946. 
This test vvas a seminal 

Americ3n smte-

destrlJctiveness of IlUde3r 

weapons. 
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convention 

cOlnpllete and exclusive 
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'" THE CORONA STORY 

areas."28 
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.. PAGES 

government funded 

the 
Wa:,hi!:1lgtOn, nc. A nl"""l<V\tI 

cornpllete the stereo cOlmg;ua,ao,n. 

This number includes the 

radl.'omf~tric, STARAD 

In5j:)ectlOll method that could 

additional devreJopment 

321. 

CHAPTER 4. POSTWAR STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE 
AND THE GENESIS OF CORONA 
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the m 
After World 

his postwar 

remains 

com.mu:nities. 

worked as a consultant to Boston Univelt'Slt'lls 

:Eastman while 

the and PSAG All 

virl:uallv unknown outside 

Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 



Approved for Release: 2017/12/27 C051 06901 

262 .. 91-94 

12. 

13. 

15. 
and Air Force. 

Chief of Eastern EUiropean 

:and AFOIR-CM to 

vulnerable elements of the Soviet sttl.kiIltg 

that is "'&.LUlll,'''LJ''. 
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PAGES 

concept and how 
A"'''',,,,,,,,'' who visited his office at SAC 

cOlu.:ltlSio,n declared: 

ov!emigbts of the Sovier Union 

R:es'porldir.kl'/; to a SAC 
Kola 
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NOT!.S TO 96 

NARA. 

haz:!rdow reconnaissance n:tiuion in 
But the latter award reCJ,UUl:c1 Jwtl1lc:ano!n 

acqUllUlt too many 
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reconnaissance 

surface. 

Miller's 

October 
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TO 10 269 

1955 Nelson Rockefeller served u assUt.:mr to the Dre:Sld.ent 

Stassen served as 
disarmament. 

57, ... ,," ""' .... 
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prcl.idelnt for 

emDlovcd as an 
:lDl)earcd in a seminal 
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Le,,,,,,,,,, interview. the event aedill retriev.u 

deSllgne~CI to float on the 

dissolved and the gn!ldola 

Hall and Richa!d S. "'<;!;i!~IV1U, 

See "Eisenhower Acb:nmiSttatiOll and Cold War." 
62. Executive Order as cited in US. GollfTMltltt 

Neufeld book. 
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09-11 • 

79. Col E Gen. lt A. 
1TI"',",UI1I!.T in Waslmlgt'o.n, 
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.. 1 

f"rJXUlI." and 

Plummer has stated that the initial CORONA he was told to pursue 

l'U!:l!DO!~e upper stage, 

Box 

83. 

84. 

which he described as 
the COl:mtrv: 

the Chief of Naval Uper:llt10rlS, 

bril:flIlg he ~no!nel[;l: 
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pooip~;ed. E Dow 

meetlttg have been located and accounts 
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