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MEMORANDUM FOR DR NAKA

SUBJECT: Imagery Satelhte Scheduhng for SALT- Related Coverage

The attached dra.ft was placed in final form and submitted to .
Dr. Steininger and Mr. Duckett -Mr. Denny chose this routing since
"Mr,. Duckett had asked the questmn for Mr. Helms and so he was
‘ replylng to the DCI usmg the same channels.

We have been able to have COMIREX exclude Commumty efforts
to include more explicit instructions for launchlng Mission 4336,
This approach retains the options for scheduling for the NRO.
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SUSJECT : Imagery Sa.telhte Schedulmg for SALT Related
T Coverage .

| IFERENCE: coMmEx-D-_m.-.z/n,'zo;Aprﬂ 1972 P

. 1. (At its 4 May 1972 meeting the Committee on Ima.gery‘f e
Reguivements and Exploitation reviewed the present status of : :
cover age and the current imagery satellite launéh schedule in the
contaxt of a:su'rmg coverage related to possible SALT monitoring -
needs ‘over the next several months. The Committee specxfxcally

standby status, against the contingency of excessive delay or
insuccessiul operation of KH-9 Mission 1203 currently scheduled
Lo 28 1un<, L"Lunch

. 2. . Inits discussion, COMIREX considered the status o

of present commiunity holdings of satellite coverage on SALT- related - 2
oijectives along with the substantive intelligence considerations and
Topen gltlonal factors bearing on future collection, as outlined in Tab A.
LT x:_ \,ommlt ce also noted that the NRO's present launch achedule
» as of’ 4 May, stands as follows-'-”"

KH-8 Mission 4335--17 May
(27-day m1$s1on) '

...KH-4 M1ssmn 1117--23 May
: (19 da.YS) :

. KH-9 Mission 1203--28 June

(45 daYS) ) ‘,‘_5:._ L \

4. " KH-8 Mission 4336--Auguat
(2T daya) ‘
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3. On balance, it was the Committee's' consensus that:
a. -The presently scheduled launch
daL as given above, for Missions 4335 1117

"*'a.g.hmem.' L
Tab A

¢ 1203 should be ma.mtamed

: b. - -For purposes of estabhshmg a ;.-
bac‘\ -up capability for Mission 1203 in the July .’

- fime-frame, a KH-8 high-resolution vehicle

$ at"mrf_*han a KH-4 is preferable, ' &

c. . The NRO is requested to plan to
use Mission 4336 as a back-up to Mission 1203,

.. with the capability of launching that KH-8
mission a.t the earhest posnble date in July.

: ()m-Henry C. Howard - :
Actmg Chauma.n. COMIREX
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Outline
of
Factors Considered

1. Prescnt Status of Imagery Coverage. As noted in
the COMIREX 20 April 1972 review of SALT collection requirements
for the NRO (reference), collection against this problem has received
sviority emphasis on image atellite missions over the past year,
$ince Januavy, KiH-9 Mission 1202 (20 January - 28 February) provided
200 area scarch coverage and this has been supplemented by results
from KH-4 Mission 1116 (1.-9';,Apr11 - 8 May). KH-8 Mission 4334
(17 March - 10 April) also achieved considerable high-resolution
- coverage of key SALT-related target installations and facilities. '

2. o Covefage ‘Objectives ar:;d'j."Pi-osp,eﬂic,ts @dé_i‘wl?resent
Schedule. In the course of continuing COMIREX-NRO exchange, the

P e O

following SALT -related tasking objectives and operational rationale

aiready havc bccn estabhshed for the immediately upcommg rmssmns, g =

as .\ollows

-a;‘- 4335 (17 May - 13 June) Already

NRO for thls mission places h1gh pnonty on R
coverage of all SALT-related COMIREX targets. .,

‘As presently scheduled in response to community
rramanc«., _z.hc 27-day mission will span the penod
preceding and followmg the President's Moscow. -
visit'and is expected to provide coverage ona . -
‘large percentage of the SALT targets. -

o b. 7 KH-4/1117 (23 May -~ 11 June).
While recognizing the operation of this mission
concuy rrently with Mission 4335 as a non-optimum
arrangement, COMIREX ha,s judged the operational
considerations and cost factors involved in termmatmg
the HH-4 program, as set forth by the NRO in
selécting this schedule, to be overriding. Further, :
the ’\TRO sta»es that any dela.y beyond}the preaent .
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23 May date for launching 1117 would
result in an equivalent postponement of

Mission 1203's launch. As presently

scheduled, Mission 1117 will be programmed

daring and irnmediately following the President's
vxsv‘ to provide supple‘m" ntal area search coverage

in support of SALT n imilar to those programmed
for Mission 1116 : "

c. KH-‘)/ 203 (28 June ~ 12 August).

In view of vehicle test results to date, the NRO BRI

reports high confidence that the 28 June scheduled i

launch date .will be met, Successful launch and %

return of this planned 45-day mission's four

 ~buckats w111 provide extensive, updated coverage
- on intgets related to all aspects of the SALT C

problem. The community considers it vital for

SALT monitoring that coverage of the quality

and ciuantny prov1ded by the KH-9 system be

" available during the July-August period presently

'*::cnoduleg for. 1203's operation. R

3, na,el\-up Options for Mission 1203, In view of the
*n.,c/ .mnm of assuring SALT coverage capability in the July-August -
ariad, CO\fI.Rx:.X agreed that specific advance arrangements should /.~
, ;:- inade for a standby/back-up imagery satellite mission a.vaﬂ.able
in ihis pexriod against any contingency such as an extended launch
deie ¥ or unsuccessful operations for KH-9 Mission 1203,  In this L
- connection, bhe Commzttee cons1dered the followmg opt:.ons"

_ a. - Deferrmd the 23 Ma.y scheduled
launch of KH-4 Mission 1117 and holding it as
1203 s back-up. While the NRO indicated this
phoa to be technically feas1b1e, it would involve "
‘¢dd1uonal funds (on the order of one million dollars
per month beyond 30 June) and call foxr extens:we ‘
a.dmxmstratwe re-negotxatmn.
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‘Tab A

b Designating KH-8 Mission
+336, presently scheduled for August, as
1203's back-up and establishing the capab111ty
to launch it at the earliest possible date in the -
eveat Mission 1203 is unavailable.

4. In weighing these options, it was the Comm1ttee 8 -
consensus that the primary need would be for high- resolutmn
COVe “abe in the July-August penod and therefore- '

- | KH-S rather than KH-4, was -
tht. pLCfuZ‘I’ed canchdate zor back-up to 1203. :

b Optzon b in paragraph 3'5 above
would b«. rccommended. TR o
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OF FICE OF THE BIRECTOR

April 27, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RUSH o .

. SUBJECT: SALT-Related Photographic Coverage

I have had my staff prepare for you a
' . . talklng paper on our photographic coverage status
‘ for SALT-related targets from September 1, 1971 .
" to the present with a projection through the
President's visit to Moscow. You might find it
useful for your Verification Panel meeting on
April 27. -

LML,

John L. McLucas

Attachment = o
Talking Paper on NRO Photo
Satellite Coverage of
SALT-Related Targets
w/Tabs A-E

Distribution:
* to SS-b
One complete WC to Naka
WC of cover ltr only
- 8s8-2
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