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MEMORANDUM FOR DR. NAKA 
.>.:: . .> 

SUBJECT: Imagery SateUiteScheduling for SALT-Related Coverage 
::::.::.::;': 

The attached draft was placed in final form and suPrnitted to 
Dr. Steininger and Mr. Duc:.kett. Mr. Denny chose this routing since 
Mr. Duckett had asked the question for Mr. Helms and so he was 
repiying to the DCI using the same channels. 

. We have been able to have COMlREX exclude Community efforts 
to include more explicit instructions for launching Mission 4336. 
This approach retains the options for scheduling for the NRO. 
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.:3:";~~·.LSCT bnagcJ;y Satellite Scheduling for SALT-Related 
Coverage .. 
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;:: :';::?1::RENCE: COMlREX-D~14.2/11, 20April 1972 
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1. At its 4 May 1972 meeting the Committee on Imagery' :;, ',:. 

~\.t.;~"d.i :.:ert.c:, .. ts and Exploitation reviewed th~ pr~sent status of ',' > • ","{ .:: :':: .. '" .-: • 
. ". . . i\,··fJ"' ... ·~ ,.... 

cO,/·<)·r.i1.ge ancl'the current imagery satellite launch schedule in the ·';~:·r~~,:: '::-';' :. 
C()dt~~xt oia:ssu~'ing coverage related to possible SALT monitoring', ':::::' ::':".:. 
:-..;.: ~;(:.; 'overthe l1ext. several months. The Committee specifically :".:.~~::.'.:{;;:.-~; 
~;':;Gnined'thc'que'~tiono£ establishing a back-up' capabllity, on' .. '. '. ". 
;:.tandby stn.t\lS~ against the contin,gency of excessive delay or "'?';"<>'>';.:. 
·.·,::~;',:c ... :(!ss[ul opcratiol'loi KH-9 Mission 1203 currently scheduled.~:,. 
,.:1:." 2~; Juncl<.t\lllch.:.. . ... 1., 

" ... ,;;.", . 
. ';'. 0;,." ":";; . 

2. In Hsdiscussion, COMIREX considered the status·:" 
',. 'r 

".' " 
of r~:esent cOli"llnunity holdings of satellite coverage on SALT-related .' :' 

. .~'. 

obi..::cCivc's along with the substantive intelligel)ce coils ide rations and· ,~ 

·iOt~<;l"Cl.tional ractoi's bearing on future collection; as outluied in Tab A. ..... . 
Til·~ COll.1.niitteealsoi).oted that theNRO'spresent ~unch8chedule~,·:("·;.,. 
i'rojcction:.~.Cls : ol4,'Mci.y, stands as follows:.' . -';-:';:"/': ".,. . .:0;." .... .; . 

, '. ..... . ',', .' , . . '. .:.(::~;·::":i:":':::I<::'" "::;,: . 
"a~ "KH-8 Mission4335";';'17May·::·;:·~,:~~·:,·~·::i. 

..... ' ." . (Z7-day mi~sion), ;.': ... : ... " ... ::i"~?i;~.;;, .. !r~·{{.·~.".:., 
, KH-4 Mission.1l17-'-23 May:.';". ~;:; ... 1' .... ; • •• 

(19 days L ';' ,:.:;:,:~;:,:):;:.: .. 

c.. ': KH-9 Mission lZ03·"Z8 JUne·;":;'? .. '. 
" (<45 days) . .< ;'.;::1 .. 

~ • .! .. ' ~I • ~'. " ' 
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. . r-KH-8 Mission 4336'~''''AugUst' 

. . (Z7 days )':. .",;,,/!,;~: .... :./~::/;:(. 
. d. ;. 
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3. On balance, it was the Committee's consensus that: 

a. ' Th~ presently scheduled launch 
dates. a.s given above, for Missions 4335, 1117 
and 1203 should be maintained. . ~. . '.' . 

':. 
';. .~', 

b. ,For purposes of establishing a",;' 
bad;:,-up capability for Mission 1203 in the July::,' 
~irne-framc. C1. KH-8 high-r~solutic:>nV'ehicle . ' 

::';P,?~~~~tthan ~' KH-4 is preferab~l:l~~.";'/iiF·j!l;P 

c. The NRO is requested to plq,n to, 
use :Mission 4336 as a back-up to Mission 1203, 
with the capabi;lity of launching that ,KH- 8 
missIon at the earliest possible date in July. 

;' .. , 
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'Tab A 

Out 1.iI:1 e 
of 

Factors Considered 

, >'.' ~ -: 

1. P;0scnt Status of Imagery Cove_rage. As noted in 
!;u~ COMIl,EX 20 .. L\.pril1972review 0i SALT collection requirements 
for the NRO (l'cicrcnce), collec~ion against this problem ~s received 
iJ:'iority em,phasis oniinageJ:'ysateUite missions over the past year. 
fi:;-,c·':: Janu:;t,'Y, KH-C) Missi()~i.z02 (20 January - 28 February) provided 
g06(~ area search coveragea.:n4this has been supplemented by results 
1:'0:11 .KH-4 ~vfission 11l6.{19April - 8 May). KIi-8 Mission 4334 
(J 7 March .. 10 April) also achieved .considerable high-resolution. 
coverage of key SALT-related target installations and faCilities. 

2. Coverage Objectives al}d:p~b~J~'~t~ Under Present .;:]M~:.~):' 
~yhcclule. In the course qi continuing COMIREX-NRO exchange, the 
following SALT -relate'd tasking objectives and, operational :ratio~ale 
all'eady have been established for the immediately upcomil;l.g missions, . 
<1:0; follows: , .. :: .~.~ .. 

<'.1..4335 (17 May - 13 June). Already 
cooj:'dinated com.mt1:Ility targeting guidance to the 

·,'.·:f:·:··: .' 
~~ ~' j .• ~ ,.. 

.. ' . 
NRO for this mission places high priority on 
covcrageoI all SALT-related COMIREX ta~gets. ,. r." .. 

....... . '~':,~ -: . . .. 
. ,' ."". 

'As pxcs13ritly scheduled in response to community:. 
guidance, the 27-day mission will span the period,. 
preceding and following the President's Moscow. 
visit and is expected to provide coverage on a . 
large percentage of the SALT targets. 

. ..... . 

, 
0, KH-4/1117 (23 May - 11 June). 

. ':, 
. J . 

. .. 
".'. 

'While: recognizing the operation of this mission 
cOl:ct.:.rrently with Mission 4335 as a non-'optimum. 
ar:L'':"l.J1gem011t, COMIREX has judged the operational 
considerations and cost factors involved in terminating 
'.:he I'~H-4 program, as set forth by' the NRO in 
selecting this schedule,' to be overriding~' . Further, 
the NROstates that any delaybeyo.ndthe .present 
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Tab'A' 

... ~?:;~·:i~!({ ... ···' ': . 

.j 

. . .... r. ':.1.-; .. 

23 :r..-iay date {en' launching 1117 would 
"·..:!:;\.lU in an equtvalent postponement of 
Mi~3 sinn 1203's launch. As. presently 
sch.~duled, Mi.ssion 1117.will be programmed 
dUJ"i'1g and im.:I.~1.edia.tely following the President's 

. ' 

visit to provide sup~}:~i:b.~lltal area search coverage 
in :5up?ort of SALTh~~4~similar to those programmed 
for 1Hs sion 1116.' ...... . " . 

• .. J' 

c. KH-9yiz03(28 June - 12 A\lgust). 
In view of vehicle test results to date, th.e NRO .' .' 
rCi)Ol:'1:S higl"l cori£id'ence th~t the 28 J~.ne scheduled·, 1 '. 

launch date will be met. Successful launch and 
.i-et·,:trrl of tnisplanned 45-day mission's .foui'. 
" b'l1ck,~-::s will provide extensive, updated coverage 

on. -~;:-!.: 1. .. ·gets .l"ela~ed to all aspects of the SALT " 
prOhlc:i.ll. . The community considers it vital foor 
SA T./f rrlonitol"ing that c~verage of the quality 

.. alid,<,tuantity provided by the KH-9 system be 
available' during the' July .. August period presently 
sched,uled for 1203 1 5 operation. 

. '. ' ~:' .. ' 

3. . Back-uE Options for Mis~ion 1203. IlJ. view of the 

. ~ .... :. 

~ '. ' ; ... ' 

. ~ . .', ~' 

... -, . 

:. " 

inl[) 0 d:u.l'lce ofassul'lng SALT coverage capability in the July-August: ~ .•. 
:::e:!'ioci, CO\UItEX agreed that specific advance arrangements should:' 
b;:: :.n;;i.Cte for a standby/back-up imagery satellite mission available' .. 

, ;:1. t~1'i.:5 pe):iod against any contingency such as an extended la\1llch ::' 
.' ,_'>,;~t~y or unsuccessful operations for KH-~ Mission 1203. In this .< 

c;:'.nn~;ci:ion, the Cor ... unittee considered the following optio~s: _ ..:.:' 

a.. Deferring the 23 ~y scheduled 
launch ofKH..;4 Mis sion 1117 and holding it as 
1203';:; back-up. While the NRO iildicated this 
optio.:.) to be technically feasible, it wO\1ld involve .. 
additional funds (on the order of one million dollars 
pet l'l"lc'mth beyond 30 J\1ne) and ca'll :£o~extellsive': .•..... 
adtn:inistrative re~negotiation.:'·' '.':,'.:;?::~O;".<' .. ,. ;.'; :,/:" . 

. ' '. . .? ,... ':; 'J>~:,)'(:.;'::':;' . 
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b. Designating KII-8 Mission 
~~33b, p1."cs~ntly scheduled for August, as 
1203 I S back-up and establishing the capability 
to 1;:;,\111ch it at the earliest possible date in the 
evc,;;,t Mission 1203 is unavailable. ';',: 

4. In wdghillg the$e options, it was the Committee's 
C():nh~~'l.;3US that the pi"imary need would be for high-r~solution 
coverage 111 the .July-August period and therefore: ". 

a. KH-8, rather tha.n KH-4', was.' '.' ,',(-

the preferred candidate for back-up to 1203. , ".,' 

.' " 

. b. OptiOl"}. b.··.·m parag"rapb 3. above " . 
would be loccommended.\.' .,<~ ':~:.;.t,{'. ":~," 

. . '.' ,.' . • .~. ~, .' . ,: .. .-' ;.;' • ,; .. :. 'i .. ' ". '. .' .' 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

April 27, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR ~m. RUSH 

SUBJECT: SALT-Related Photographic Coverage 

I have had ~y staff prepare for you a 
talking paper on our photographic coverage status 
for SALT-related targets from September 1, 1971 
to the present with a projection through the 
President's visit to Moscow. You might find it 
useful for your Verification Panel meeting on 
April 27. 

~ -e.rn~~ 
Jdhn. L ~ McLucas 

Attachment 
Talking Paper on NRO Photo 
Satellite Coverage of 
SALT-Related Targets 
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