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CSNR » Research, Studies and Analysis (RSA)

Analytic Insight and Lessons Learned

(U} The Center for the Study of National Reconnaissance RSA Section is the focal p for Lessans Learned at the NRO. The
objective is to further the understanding of national reconnaissance and identify lessons from iis practice. "Lessons Learned” is defined
as the concept whereby an institution applies insights gained from its own or others’ historical experiences in order to improve the
conduct of its current and Tuture activities. The CBNR works closely with the ODNI inteliigence Community Lessons Learned Center.
Click here for more information on the IC LLC.
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Analytic Dialogue
{U) Bymposia, Panel Sessions, etc. The Center for the Study of National Reconnaissance spansors and hasts symposia, paned
sassions, and other fora to enter into dialogue and advance the discipline and practice of national reconnaissance.

Meet the Author Series ~ Quest for Hyperspectral

(U} Journal. The Center for the Study of National Reconnaissance publi

(U} The Center for the Study of National Reconnalssance publishes Nafional Reconnaissance — Journal of the Discipline and Practice
for the information, education, and use of the broader national security community, sspecially those government and contractor
persormel who are involved with national reconnaissance, Our objective is to promote dialogue among these professionals and to
idantify lessons for them by facilitating a synthesis of the technical, operational, and policy components that define and shape the
enterprise of national reconnalssance.
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Conducting Analytic Assessments

(U} The CSNR RSA Section carries out research and analysis into the discipline of national reconnaissance in support of policy and
programmatic decisions.

FOIAMDRs

(U) The CSNR supports dedlassification review actions for the Office of Business, Plans and Operations (BPO), particularly for those
documnenis that involve information on NRO legacy satellite systems. These sctions come in the form of Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) Requests and Mandeatory Dedlassification Reviews (MDRs}. The law requires the NRO fo respond to these actions within
prescibed tmelines. The CSNR supporis BPO In an advisory role, providing historical insight to resolve differences on respanses and
appeals by the requestors. In some instances, these appeals may involve the NRO General Counsel in meslings with external
government groups such as the Information Security Classification Appeals Panal (ISCAP) and the Information Security Gversight
Office (1SO0).

Policy Decision Risk Assessments (PDRAs)

(U} The CSNR produces Policy Decision Risk Assessments as required. The purpose of a PDRA Is 1o assess the impli
proposed policy change that would declassify information and technics! data assoclated with retired or obsolete national
reconnasissance programs. The PDRA weighs the pros and cons of a proposed change and identifies calegories of data considersd to
be non-sensitive for declassification or still sensilive requiring continued classification, A PRDA is coordinaled imemally and externally
as appropriate. ltis usually a key supporting document of a policy decision memorandum o a senior official such as the DNRG and
DO requesting approval of a proposed declassification policy changs.
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