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Washingtoa 25, D. C. o .
Dear Mr. Johason: |

Recent infermation which | have received about the Argon
Pzoject compels me to urge you te review at the easliest possible
dats the satsllite mappiag pregram to determine whether the present

‘objectives are adequate to meet urgeat military requirements and

mmmmwumawmmu»mu.

, Broadly speaking, Argon embraces a program of accurately s
mapping the world through the establishment of a aew controlled grid A
of the earth’s surface. A¢ you know, however, the Air Force is faced .
with the prodlem of linking the Soviet target complex to known geodstie Ty
coatrol poiats for our ballistic missile systems. In order to make X
both the IRBM and ICBX fully operational weapon systems, these data ~ /%%
"are noeded now. It is important that Argon be conducted in a way = }
which will meet these specific missile targeting objectives. I believe "4
that the SAMOS mapping sub-system (E-4) offers a solution to the : LR
vm-m-mmmuumuu.uummum 0y
Argoa Project. E

There ars twe additional factors which bear oa this program. ;"";’é’
The first is security control. The fact that Argon will introeduce four A
new firings ia the Discoverer series whils at the same tims the four _ ..{;
kaown SAMOS flights are now cancelled complicates the cover plaa for .- g
the seasitive phases of Discoverer. The second factor is the possible _"_-5*;.4:%
m«-«ammmmuuomuuw - 4
in 1960. The data from the Corcna series is vital to the IRBM and -~ o
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ICBM targeting problem. Myuvnumauhmm
should be aveided.

Ax carly massive mvnt capabllity will be poesible caly if ‘

an adequate satellite gﬂ!ﬁmwm m-vlu
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| 14 Beptember 1959 '
' MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL SCHRITVER

SUBJECT: Proposed Discussion items for Today's Mntln;
with Roy Johnson

o
N .

1. Based on the SWImo:wuehmmtto
Mr. Johnson, the following items are cousidered the principal
or essential ones.

a. We are apprehensive about "A" being able to g
cceompu-h the ballistic missile targeting objectives in time M
to meet Air Force needs. LA

: b. From a general management point of view,
" a minimum number of organisations involved in the program
will eliminate complications (we can’t see why it is necessary s
to have the Army involved in data acquisition.) ‘

¢. To maintain maximum security, it is also essential -
to keep the number of organisations to a minimum., Example -- e
"C* program. R
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d. SAMOS sub-system E-4 was designed to necompn-h
the tie-in of missile targets to known control points. E-4 could
also assist the overall Argon objectives.
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e. Will the proposed lauaches of Argon eoduct vuh
Discoverer?

o, !

2. 1 consider these to be the five main points of discussicn. "M
Ia view of the time limitaticas of your schedule, I recommend that® . ¥
you call Dr. Charyk and Mr. Johnson and urge that the luncheon ah‘{
group be limited to Johneon, Charyk, Billings, Bissell and yourself, ok
to permit a general discussion to take place. At this meeting you R
might then suggest that a working level meeting be convened im- ,, ¥
mediately after lunch to attempt to resclve a, d, and e. I have tln LAY,
grovp from BMD oa stand-by for this purposs. o
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3. Idon't believe we are on solid enough ground yet to poiat =
by point question the technical aspects of Argon. This is what Dick’
Leghorn {s now working on. ‘ -
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4. AleoT would like to remind you that Dr. Charyk believes . . -
that Argon may achieve Air Force Missile Targeting objectives -

and that it {s “politically inexpedieat” to object to the Argoa project
per se.
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