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MOCRANDUN POR ¢ Under Secretary of the Alr Force .

BUBJECT ¢ NRO Satellite Operations Office |

EEFERENCE  : Memorsndum for Deputy Director (Besesrch), CIA, from

- Under Secretary Force. dated 15 Juns 1962,

Subject as above )

intelligence v
callection capsbilities in Nashington. Becanss of the high national fm-
portance. the sensitivity of these activities, and the need for repid and
precise response to the interests of the highest governmsntal levels, I
believe such control can be usefully centralised inm a single locstion in
the Pentagon slthough .
ss vell. I also concur with your'.views that the Jresent CORCEA type setup,
is desireble and that we should avoid the duplicetion of the existing -com-
puterized setup at Bumnyvale with similar facilities in Vashington. With L
the more advanced systems permitting specific cn-crbit target selectiom, e
this may, however, necessitate grester control on the VWest Coast. o

2. 1In order to preserve and insure the contimued coopsration and Y
coordination between DOD and CIA in these matters, and to best utilise -
our available assets, it is definitely in order, as you suggest, to staff
the satellite opsrations center vith caresr persoumel from both the Alr
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3. zunmmmumvxumuwuatu ‘ .
satellite operations center: '

8. 80 far as I am avare the operational control function of the
- programs directed by Oeneral Oreer and of tbe CORCEA-MRAL progrem is
being perfarmed vell. Thersfare, I would question the need for great ' ‘:
urgency in any transference, physical or crganizational, in the jresent v
arrangements for these programs. I should prefer to maks such changes
at wore leisure vith attendant grester confidemce that no procedural
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conpleted the necessayy perscnnel ocould be trensferred te the pmrmm~
nent ER0 center. '

. Ve have found that a senicr officer smd deputy
essential to maintain the necessary 24-howr control of operstions during
satellite missions. 7Therefare, I wvould suggest that begimning once
Alr Yorcs senicr oparstions officer be designatad to
&8 an cbeerver, dut Juite scom as & yarticipant the real time gperstiomal
decisions needed for the CORONA-MIBAL missicus. This logioally oould preceds
and prepare for & senior Alr Forcs offiosr and a senior CIA career official
serving 68 altarnates ia operetional decisicn-making for satellits recon-
paissance missions vithin the NRO cperations ocemter.

5. In conclusiom, it must be understood and agreed that
cantral of satellite reconnaissance by this msans ahould be comfined to
sstellite programs and not expanded in the futwre to include osrtain other
activities. I believe that the cpersatiomal control center for such sir-
craft programs as TACKIE, etc., should be maintained in the Langley bead-
quarters.
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Signed Herdert Scoville,. Jr.,

HENSENT SCOVILIE, J2.
ty Directon
Research)
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