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26 Jun.e 1962 

l\.AEMORANDUM FOB The Secretary of the Navy 
I 

SUBJECT: POPPY Project Director for the-fSTNational 
Reconnaissance Office 

l . -... :-=-~:Ri;~P",i~ 14 00025079D"'!". ., 
• • I • • ._ --· •• -· • • ..,.,.4A,..f /\ 

The basic organizational structure which will be employed 
for the-ts)- National Reconnaissance Office will consist of responsible 
field level project directors who will be delegated specific tasks for 
projects .af the~ National .Reconnaissance Program. These project 
directors will be stationed ·at the most convenient location for the 
work which they are assigned, and will have a. suitable overt, un-
classified title to provide proper security. ,Alth6ugh located within. . 
normal organizational structure, they will a:ctually report directly ~ 
to theiSTDirector, National Reconnaissanc~ Office. As an example, 

•. Major General Greer, located within the Air For,ce Systems Command 
at El Segundo, California, is actua,lly· directly responsible to me for 

• the development and operation -of. satellite projects of the{'!St-National 
P.econn~issance Program. As a cover for this activit,, he·has an 
unclassified title of Director of Special Projects, OSAF, and is in 
charge of a small field extension of the Office of the Secretary of the 
.Air Force. To insure full availability of necessary resources for . 
ti;,ese important projects, and to assist in coordination ·of this effort 
with other related work, he is also Vice Commander of the .Afr Force 
Space Systems Divis.ion as an additional duty. 

In regard to the POPPY project, I would be pleased to. consider 
.- your nomination· for a su.itable person within the Navy who would be 

the POPPY project director {or ~ Nati~nal .Reconna.issance Office... • 
It would be expected that h~ will be delegated by the Navy the authority 
and responsibility to work directly with the~ Director, National 
Reconnaissance Office in a manner similar t9. that described abov, 
for Major General Greer.· It is expected that his responsibilities will 
concern primarily the POPPY payloads and tha.t he will work directly 
with Maj Gen Greer on matters pertaining to vehicles, boosters, 
launches, etc. , in accordance ~:With instructions from the i8t Dir~.ctor, 
National Reconnaissance Office. After this person is designa.ted, we 
can proceed to work out details in regard to security and operating 
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