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... r . TOP SECRET ( 
·-

-+Sf -~ATIONAL 'RECONNAISSA~CE OFFICE 
"I: •• • 

.. WASHINGTON, o.·c. 

Febru~ry 16, 1971 

·" 
. '• 

. . . ' . ; . ·, 

Dea~ . Bob, __ .. 
,. ,I. 

. . 

In reference to ... ,your letter of .January l4, 
1971, (BYE 6550.0/71.), I am attaching,- a lefter of 

'appo~ntment- f.01( C.apt;:.ain R. K. --.Geiger as Dire.ctor 
• of 'NRG Program_.·c· .. _J. believ.e the _c::ho'ic~ of 
Captain Getger ._-to :h~ -~'a_ goo.d o~e. ·_:::., • • 

.. The: e~pa~d~d ·-~-61e of Pro'gr.a111 C can be· C?.f· 
sig1nificant benefit to the :Natio:n.al Reconnaissance 

. :Program. I recognize- t.hat there ar~. 'growing pains 

. associated with _:the_ ··.-creation of ariy new office s~ch 
• as PM-16 _is rim~,- ·experiencing. I . am particularly 

concer:netj. with ·the covert. s-ecurity aspects o::f 
Program C~. During the period of org_anization·and 
staffing, we. bot;h need to be assure_d. that ad~q\late 
resources. are available_ to Captai:~ Geiger~--- _ ... In this 
regard, .• I 'have tasked. the --NRO Staff ·to cooperate 
fully and consult ·wi,.th Captain G~iger in all matters 
of mutual concern., . .. 

' .. 

. I believe _.-;i.t would be wefl. 'fo~ you and me to 

>­CD:::::::::== 

· meet at ·regular:· intervals over • the: riext few months 
i tc/ ~ssess. Captain, Geige~ Is progres:~- and. to deter-'· 
j mi-he the exte_nt'.- ·to which .it is :~ippropriate for .. _· 
·.Program C to as-sµm~ --an expanded· ro,.le _in the NRP. 

HANDLE VIA 

! .I would envisiqri, a: Memorandum of :Under~tanding 
resulting from :th~sEl mee"tings '"":_Whe_re 'we would 
further clefinea:te .-Capta:tn Geiger.'.i( functions and_· 

• ~ • • • • ::, ~.,I_-,_ • ',-••,•\'., • ,,·; -•• '••• •,... ' 

I . 

Although this is the day he was appointed· 
we consider it to.be effective January S, 
the day PM-16 was actually established and 
Gqpt Geiger assigned as its ·Director. 
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-re~ponsibilities, new studies that he might conduct in 
support o·f the NRP, manpo~er and facility .. tequirements, 
his procuremen~ ·~ut,horit;:y and fundin&. • 

1 Attachment· 
Ltr ef App~int~~-~t 

'• I.\, ,'• • 

,. •,',•/ll?~·. 

iohn L-. McLucas 

., '•, 
. '.··•. 

R. A. Frosch .. . : • .. • 
. Assistant Secre,t;a:t:y·.-:0f the:'.N¥vi--":.:,.:-_>::-:·.:.·,:::-. 
. Re~earch· and· Deyelopment •• ... : :.: . • • • ;/<: • ' ••• , ,.·. •·.·• 

; .•. : :. ·,~·: ' ,:,: ";: ·._ ·.,. ·:. • . • • 

•,cc: 

.· .. 

S~cretary· -Chaf_~:~-~- ''/:.:<"".'): .. / ... <;:~1.fli~·~:)/t· .. \··_ ,.-•,: ... , .. ··:· 
-Admiral "Zumwalt:··('·";' .. _.:_-;.--:· ·· - · - .· 

',,•''. .,· . 
; ',, ' .. , 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
. :f ·, :" ,•' --~ 

., :':. February 16, 1971 

'. ::- ·.:.,·:.\ .. ' • 

•' ·,, 

. ': ·; :·,<: --~- .: :·'.: •,' • • 

·':•\ ·!.:,:- -. 

MEMORANDUM FOR C~P~A,IN· 9EIGER 
' '1,' 

SUBJECT: Appointment ... 

. In r.esponse to: Secretary Frosch'·s memorandum, 
BYE-65500/71, dated :Ja-q.uary 14,. 1971,:. y~u ar~ hereby 
appo-int.ed the· Dir~it:or·, :· N_ational Recon~aissance Office, 

··Pro gr am C.. . .. : , .,_, • • 
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. . : -~ . 
Y~~r appointm~rit: t<;>. _this position. ·shmi:ld. offer 

you great challe·nge·.\and-:potential_, f;or sat-isfac.tion,' 
Historically, the POPPY· .. program is· the··-oidest SIGINT 
·program ·within th~-'J~~RO.,.:·and has be~1=1· highly· successful-. 
·Your ri,ew duties as :D:i,.r-ector, . Program·. C, will-. involve 
lnot· only· the. POPPY .:sa-tellit¢ ~SY"S·i=em~-but. incre.ased 
responsibilities in: -~~PP,~rt·· of-_ the Nat:i,~_al -Reconnais~_an~e • • 
Prog:r~; During· J:p.~:· t,'er:i'c;>d · ·of p:Lann;in;g·;,. ·organizing, and • 
staffing to. accbmpl-i$h .. :jroui-: :increasecl ;r~.s.ponsibilities 
you should • c·onsult· ··freely. with tll;e. NRO Staff and-._my-self. 
Please keep_ nie. acivi·s'eci-_-o.f "your progr_~s:s· and' p'roblerris. 

. ., •.. ' . •, ,., . 
:·:·, ,•·.:.1_·., 

' ·,,::. :·:: . 

• .. >/ ·~~:~·· 
· ·. :.··: : :,-·:/-.;.- .. i· fj~rt -~> Mc½uc;a~· . • -_ ... 

Secretary Ch~~.;~· \\\-.·:. · .- .:, ··::.;::_/>{:· :;-__ •• : •• 

•• Admiral Z•aft,~--->-\:}·\ · -': '. • :_.:<<f.:://'/. ·-. :i· 
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