
C05027365 

r'.ARPOP 

1-iA't~OLE VIA 

i;;)\1;•;:;;r,.:l t'\ r,~ 
k) tl l~~~~~:.t\j 

COt.i":"ROL SYS.TEM 

,i 
Approved for Release: 2024/06/05 C05027365 r . . l I illlll llll~llli 11111 lllli 11111 illll 111111111111111 IIIIII Ill llll 

14"00025160D 

· -+S-rNAT!ONAL RECONNAl'SSANGE OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

August 10,. 1970 

Dear Bob, 

~it-iJD(,E VIA 

I appreciate your memor_andum of July 16 concerning your 
activities in the ocean surveillance area: I assume this 
implies that your interests have broadened from the basic 
radar surveillance approach in Program 749 to in.elude passive 
sensors as well. I agree that::· :NRP technology ·would be • 
directly applic.able. My· staff will be ni.ost happy to work 
out the administrative details and provide information on 
technology as your 12rogram progress-es. 

A fundamental que·stion has arisen, b-ased on the increas-ed 
inte;rest in ocean surveillance, b$tt1e field surveillance,. etc ... , 
The question.is the national versus tactical purpose of such. 
requirements. Discussions have been conducted in this area, 
and I'm sure many more will £.oliow. The resolution of this 
question will assist both of us in the as·signment of manage-
ment and fiscal ~esponsibility. 

As you know,· my staff is currently working with the Navy -
through Program C_· in an augmentation of the POPPY system for 
ocean surveillance. _ This effort appears to be similar· in 
n_ature· but on a near time basis to that proposed in your 
rnemorandw--n. It occurs to me that at this point the Navy 
might find it beneficial to evaluate its pr'esent organiza-· 
tional structure:; for space aetivities in light of its role 
in the NRO,. ocear;i. surveillance and other future space 
objectives. From a security and administrative standpoint, 
it wouid be desirous ·to have only one "black"' space office 
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in the Navy. Perhaps we should discuss this in.the near 
futur~. In the interim, I would app·reciate your ·de-signating 
a contact for _my staff to work ·with in this area. • 

Sincerely, 

./J/1) / 
"i/j~z(___ 
John L. McLucas 

Honorable Robert A. Frosch 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy 

(Research and Developrne·nt). 
Room 4 E- 7'3~ , The Pe.n tag on 
Washington, D.C. 20350 
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